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In the Evil Day.

“Watch ye, standfast in the faith, quit you like men.”

“Take unto you the whole armour of God that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to
stand.”_Eph. 6:13.

ONLY those who have learned the meaning of the Apostle’s words concerning rightly dividing the Word of Truth—
only those who have learned from the Scriptures that the divine plan is a progressive one, in which successive ages
form links—can understand why divine providence should permit peculiar experiences, trials, etc., upon the Church at
one time, not permitted at another. Would that all Christian people would awake to a proper study of the Bible—to see
the object of the divine dealings with the Jews during the Jewish age, with Christians during this Gospel age, and with
the world during the coming age. From this standpoint they would see what the Scriptures represent, namely, that there
is a seed time or sowing time and a harvest or reaping time with each age, which, when it has served its purpose,
passes away, giving place to another age and a different work. In the end of the Jewish age, for instance, there came to
that people a peculiar sifting and testing, while John the Baptist, the last of the prophets, was preaching, viz., a
winnowing of the wheat, a separating of the chaff preparatory to the gathering of the wheat into the garner of the next
age, and the permission of trouble to come upon the chaff class of that people, which utterly destroyed them as a
nation.

Similarly the Lord tells us in one of His parables—Matt. 13:24, 37—that in the end of this Gospel age there will be a
separation of wheat from tares, the former being gathered into the glorious Kingdom for which we pray,

“Thy Kingdom come,” the latter being consumed as tares, though not as individuals. The destruction of a tare, an
imitation Christian, will signify that the person thus posing as a Christian, drawing nigh unto the Lord with his lips
while his heart is far from Him, will cease to make such profession. Thenceforth, the true Church will be recognised in
its peculiar position as the “very elect” of God, a “little flock” who follow in the footsteps of the Master, gladly
sacrificing earthly interests for the attainment of the heavenly. Thereafter, as the parable shows, these will shine forth
as the Sun in the Kingdom for the blessing of all the families of the earth, including the tare class, who thereafter will
be no longer deceived nor deceivers in respect of their true position, but be privileged with the remainder of mankind
to come into full harmony with God.

The “Harvest” of this Age.

It is concerning the harvest time of this Gospel age that we now speak, believing that we are now living in the harvest
period. We desire to point out that the special ‘trials and difficulties and testings of faith and obedience appropriate to
the complete separation of the wheat from the tares is upon Christendom now—has been upon us as a “thief in the
night” for some years, and will be more severe as time goes on.

“In the Evil Day.”

Throughout the Scripture this period is most dramatically set forth as being a time of thorough testing, a time in which
the separation of the wheat from the tares will be most absolutely accomplished, so that not one grain of wheat will be



lost and not one grain of tare will by any mischance be preserved with the wheat, for the Lord declares that He will
make a thorough work of separation. It seems difficult for the majority of people to think of anything specially
occurring in their day—that they should be in the midst of the fulfilments of prophecy. If we were telling that these
things would take place within a century or within a thousand years far more would be ready to investigate and
acknowledge the force of the arguments; but familiar with the conditions, the trials, the difficulties, the perplexities
and the suggestions of many—as the Apostle predicted, that all things will continue as they were from the beginning of
the world (2 Pet. 3:4)—a great number shut the eyes of their understanding to the most remarkable condition of affairs
in our day.

The Apostle says they are “willingly ignorant”; and again, “They see not, neither will they understand”; and again, the
Lord, through the Prophet, says, “My people perish for lack of knowledge.” (2 Pet. 3:5; Matt. 13:13; Hosea 4:6.).
Indeed the majority do not want knowledge. Imbued with the spirit of the world, they want money or pleasure or fame
or name; and, to say the least, the majority of professing Christians are careless. indifferent, to what the Lord has
caused to be written for their admonition and encouragement and assistance in this “evil day.” Such are not of the
“very elect.” The latter, as the Apostle shows, will not be in darkness that that day should overtake them as a thief—
they will be earnest, vigilant, watchful and standing fast in the faith. Therefore, using the means the Lord has provided,
they will receive the blessing, the special reward, while others by neglecting their privileges mark themselves as
unworthy of the great favour the Lord is now dispensing to the “little flock.” We will not say that they will not have
opportunities in that “great company” that the Scriptures point out, who will come up out of great tribulation, and be
“pefore the throne” instead of “in the throne.”—Rev. 7:9, 14, 15.

Mark how our Lord declared that the trial of our time would be critical, so crucial, that it would deceive if it were
possible the “very elect.” (Matt. 24:24.). But this will not be possible, for the Lord has promised them the assistance
needful, and they will be in that attitude of heart and mind to seek assistance and use it. Mark how the Lord, through
the Prophet David, foretold the special trials of this time, picturing the various devices of Satan, Spiritualism, Higher
Criticism, Christian Science, etc., as pestilences and arrows. He tells us that a thousand shall fall at our side, yea, ten
thousand at our right hand—amongst those whom we consider most favoured and, in some respects at least, as our
friends in the Lord. Then the reason is given why the very elect will not fall under these same pestilences and arrows,
namely, “Because thou hast made the Lord, even the Most High, thy refuge and thy habitation, no plague shall come
nigh thy dwelling” (Psa. 91), the “wicked one toucheth him not.” (1 John 5:,18.). What to others will be a stone of
stumbling, will to this class be an assistance, in that they will climb upon it to still higher personal development and
character-likeness of the Lord. All things must work together for good to these because they love God truly, sincerely,
above self or any other creature, and because of their faithfulness to their covenant—their consecration to the Lord.
The pestilence of error cannot harm them, because in the secret of the Lord’s presence they have an armament of grace
and truth specially provided, as it is written, “The secret of the Lord is with them that reverence Him, and He will
show them His covenant.”Psa. 25:14.

“The Day shall Declare It.”

Pointing down to this harvest time, the Apostle calls it a special day or epoch, and such it surely has been. No other
period in the world’s history has ever been so notable in so many ways. Referring to this time, and to the testings of
faith that will come upon the Lord’s people here, the Apostle says, “Let every man take heed how he build (faith), for
other foundation can no man lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” By these words, the Apostle shows that
he refers not to the heathen world, but to those who at least nominally accept Christ as the foundation of their hopes.
He proceeds, “Now if any man build upon this foundation, gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble, every
man’s work shall be made manifest, for the day shall declare it: because it shall be revealed by fire, and the fire shall
try every man’s work of what sort it is.”-1 Cor. 3:11, 12.

How could a plainer statement of this be made? The fire referred to, of course, is symbolical, as are the wood, hay,
stubble, gold, silver, precious stones. As wood, hay, stubble can be destroyed by literal fire, so selfish doctrines,errors
and all improper faith will be destroyed in this time which the Apostle designates—"the day shall declare it,” or
demonstrate the faith that will stand and the faith that will be consumed. The Apostle proceeds, “If any mar’s work
shall abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer
loss.” Alas, how many are finding their faith burned out! how few are having the great reward of finding that they have
a faith that will stand all the tests of this day! Is it not true that Spiritualism, Theosophy, Christian Science and Higher
Criticism are consuming the faith of many—of all who have come in touch with them, who have only the wood, hay,



stubble of human tradition and who lack the gold, silver and precious stones of the divine revelation!

The Apostle, continuing, assures us that all who have built upon Christ will ultimately be saved, even though they
suffer great loss as respects their faith. He says, “He himself shall be saved, so as by fire.” The fire of this day, then,
will demonstrate to some how poorly they have built, how little they have heeded the Word of the Lord, to what extent
they have been influenced by human traditions and creeds of the “dark ages.” Many we may be sure, will lose all faith
in Christ at this time, but if so it will prove that their faith was not properly founded upon Him.

Note again our text that it refers to the harvest time of this age, and that it also calls it an “evil day”—a day in which
trials, testings, etc, will be ‘upon the Lord’s people for their development, proving worthy, of those who love the Lord
with all their heart, the Israelites indeed, and for the demonstrating also of those who have been only lukewarm in their
love for the Lord and the brethren, and who have been overcharged with the cares of this life or the deceitfulness of
riches, and so overtaken by “that day”—this day. (1 Thess. 5:4.) Our text, in harmony with the quotation from the
Psalms, indicates a need for the armour, a difficulty in withstanding the assaults of this day, and the fewness of those
who will eventually stand. The Apostle’s exhortation is that we take the whole armour of God—the shield of faith, the
helmet of salvation, the breastplate of righteousness, the sword of the Spirit, the sandals of preparation, and the girdle
of Truth—that we will need all of these if we would be able to withstand all the assaults to be expected in this “evil
day,” and having done all, to stand.

Why God will Permit It.

St. Paul, writing to the Thessalonians, foretold ethis “evil day” in which we are living—in which so many will fall
because not attentive to the Word of the Lord, because overcharged with the cares of this life and the deceitfulness of
the earthly riches so many are seeking. He tells us that the trials of our day will come from the great Adversary, Satan,
not because God will be unable to prevent him from bringing these deceptions and tests, but because God wills that he
should bring them—uwills to permit him to thus test and prove and sift the professed Church of our day, that all may be
confused, deceived, stumbled who are not at heart loyal to Him. After telling about the workings of Satan that are to be
expected, with great power and signs and lying wonders, and with all deceitfulness of unrighteousness, the’ Apostle
explains that this is permitted, “because they received not the love of the Truth.” He adds, “For this cause God shall
send them strong delusions, that they should believe a lie, that they all should be condemned who believed not the
truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness”—in untruth-2 Thess. 2:9-12.

Many tell us that it makes no difference what we believe—truth or falsehood—that it is by our works that the Lord
will determine our standing. But the Scripture forbids this thought, and assures us that none have works that would be
pleasing to God because all are imperfect. The divine proposal is that during this age God will honour and reward
faith, it being assumed and declared that a true faith will be backed by good works to the extent of ability, and that
God will reckon this as perfection through Christ. The Apostle in his words last quoted corroborates all the teachings
of Scripture respecting the value of the Truth to the people of God: mark the Master’s words, “Ye shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free”; and again His prayer to the Father for His followers, “Sanctify them through Thy
truth; Thy Word is truth.” (John 8:32; 17:17.) The Lord has provided His Word, and from time to time has used
instrumentalities for the unfolding of its meaning to those who are in the right attitude of heart to receive it; but He has
also permitted errors, falsehoods and lying wonders to stalk about, though never before to the same extent as in this
“evil day”—because now He desires specially to use these errors as a testing, sifting, separating work amongst His
professed people, that the improper faiths may be manifested and may be destroyed, and that the true faith may shine
the more brightly and ultimately the professors of it be glorified with Himself in the Kingdom.

In view of the Apostle’s words respecting the love of the Truth, it behooves each one to examine himself whether he is
loving and serving a creed of the “dark ages” or a denomination and creed of modern times, or whether his love and
devotion are simply to the Truth presented to us in the divine Word. We may deceive others, we may even to some
extent deceive ourselves, for, as the Apostle declares, the heart is exceedingly deceitful, but we cannot deceive God. If
in the Lord’s providence the Truth comes to us and we get some glimpse of its beauty in contrast with the hopelessness
of error, a test is upon us: if we reject the Truth because of its unpopularity; and hold to the abominable error because
it is popular, we are thereby tested. Or, if we receive the Truth and rejoice in it in our minds, but if, because of its
unpopularity we hide the light under a bushel, concealing it in order to thus shield ourselves from the opposition of
darkness, we may be sure that this would be displeasing to the Lord, who seeketh not such for His “elect.” He puts His
Word on a parity with Himself, saying, “He that is ashamed of me and my Word, of him will | be ashamed when |



come in the glory of my Kingdom.” This is what the Apostle refers to as receiving not the Truth in the love of it.
Whoever receives the Truth in the love of it will to the best of his ability and judgment show it to others at whatever
the cost may be: he will thus be proving himself a child of the light, a child of God. He will be saved, but the one who
seeks to save his life, to save earthly interests by hiding the light or failing to publicly acknowledge it, will be sure to
find his course injurious to himself.

Like the Hypocrites of Old.

We have already pointed out that the influences at work in the present time undermining faith, consuming it, des-
troying it, are likened to a pestilence which is in the very air and which lays hold upon all whose systems are in
condition to be susceptible. The evil influences by which we are surrounded at the present time are so subtle, so
deceptive, so all-pervading, that the majority do not recognise them. What a shock it would give to Christendom could
it be realised that these pestilential influences are going forth from the pulpits—not, perhaps, from, all, but surely from
four out of five. It is necessary for the Lord’s true people to know the facts; as for others, they are so stupidly asleep,
so thoroughly intoxicated with the wine of Babylon (Rev. 18:2), that we have no hope of influencing them. Ever since
this evil day began this pestilence has been going forth.

To-day nearly every college, every theological seminary throughout the whole civilised world, is teaching what is
commonly known as higher criticism of the Bible, though the proper name for it would be higher infidelity. These
higher critics are doing the same work exactly that Thomas Paine and Robert Ingersoll did, only that they are carrying
on their work on a higher plane. As a result, their influence is a thousand-fold more injurious. Those to whom Paine
and Ingersoll appealed were very rarely Christians at all; hence they destroyed very little faith. But these higher critic
infidels of this “evil day” are making use of all the vast machinery of Christendom in all denominations, especially
through theological seminaries, to undermine and overthrow the faith of all who have named the name of Christ. It is
being done systematically, too, — craftily, deceitfully, in a manner that the masses of the people would scarcely credit.
It is safe to say that fully four out of five who graduate from theological seminaries, of all denominations, are higher
critic infidels, who are instructed that their main business is to promote morality amongst the people, especially to
build up Churchianity, particularly their own denomination.

“QOut of Thine own Mouth will | Judge Thee.”

said the Lord, and in harmony with this we find that in the Lord’s providence these higher critics are gradually more
and more telling on themselves. But the nominal Christian is quite obtuse, and many of the true Christians, as the
Apostle explains, are merely “babes in Christ,” unable to use the strong meat of the Word, and capable only of
enjoying or using the “milk of the Word.” Hence the open declarations of these wolves in sheep’s clothing, who
masquerade as sheep, are not taken seriously. If the sheep are startled by the words, they are soothed again by the
thought that this is our kind minister, polished in manner and well educated, and he surely would not lead us astray, he
surely would not deceive us. If he had ceased to believe the Bible and become an infidel, he surely would have left the
pulpit; he could not be so dishonest as to wear sheep’s clothing and to use it for our deception and destruction.

Poor innocents! The following is a confession of one of these false shepherds and his explanation of the trickery and

deceit by which he keeps the people quiet while inoculating them from time to time with a little and a little more of the
higher critical poison, which eventually brings on spiritual stupefaction and tends to spiritual death:

This is the Confession:

have never won distinction by my heresy, nor even acquired a local reputation from violent departures from
orthodoxy. If I should set about some Sunday morning to tell my congregation all my divergences from the accepted
Christian belief, I would shock them beyond measure. They understand in a general way that | am a liberal-minded
person, and | take occasion not infrequently to hasten their heels in their movements from worn-out dogma to the truth
that is to be. That they are engaged in such a journey | have no doubt, and most of them are willing to maintain a
reasonable pace. My congregation is above normal in intelligence, information and sympathy with forward
movements; but nevertheless | am fully persuaded that a complete revelation on my part of the beliefs to which my
studies have forced me would set their ears a-tingling, and not only awaken antagonism to me personally, but also
cause a turn of sentiment in the direction of conservatism and orthodoxy.”



The Rapid Growth of Refined Infidelity.

“So rapid is the advance in religious opinion—at least, as | experience it in my parish—ghat | would not hesitate for a
moment now to give’ fullest utterance to views utterly condemnatory of the whole scheme of sacrificial atonement and
imputed righteousness. Devout saints who were wont to inquire anxiously why | did not mention that *Christ made full
atonement for our sins’ every week or two, after a sermon on any subject from Dan to Beersheba, now sit patiently
under preaching which never refers to Christ as a propitiatory sacrifice.”

What think you of the stealthy, murderous deliberation of this educated man, professing to be a minister of the Word
of God, and as such “highly esteemed amongst men”? He is a pattern, a fair sample, of about four-fifths of all the
preachers in all denominations—a sample of the hypocrisy which has come into the Church. What a confession from
his own pen, of his dastardly cunning or deceit whereby he is entrapping, enslaving and destroying the sheep. Judge,
then, if we are not right in thus particularly calling attention to the matter. Do not the Scriptures say that the shepherds,
pastors, who see the wolves coming and give no alarm and seek not to defend the flock, are unfaithful to their
responsibilities?

How true this is! The testing of Christendom was to be along this very line—that the atonement for sin effected by our
dear Redeemer was the foundation for all Scriptural faith and hope and that it would be repudiated by Christendom as
a whole according to the “Scriptures, Christian Science has largely influenced all denominations by their false
statements that there is no original sin and hence also that Christ did not die and redeem from the original penalty, and
that there was no’ necessity for a redemptive work because there is no sin—they claim that it is merely a delusion. Not
only this, but also Higher Criticism has gotten in its work all over the civilised world and is surely destroying faith in
the very centre of the divine plan. Because whoever does not believe in the atonement work of Christ is not a
Christian.

Christianity is not merely an acceptance of the fact that Jesus was born and that Jesus died, nor is it an acceptance of
merely the moral and religious teachings of Jesus. Christianity is an acceptance of the fact that we are sinners, and that
Christ died for our sins and rose again on the third day for our justification; that through Him we have redemption and
the forgiveness of sins through faith in His blood. He who has lost this faith in His blood has lost his relationship to
true Christianity, and the sooner he and all mankind know it the better for all concerned. If he be an honest man he will
come out plainly and profess his position; if he be like the writer from whom we have quoted, a dishonest man, he thus
evidences his unworthiness of the Truth, because he prefers, as he tells us, to act a lie, to destroy the faith of the too
confiding sheep whom he leads, and whose praise and money he enjoys. But we must quote from him further, as
follows:

“Experience has taught me not to be too rampant in my heresies. | have learned that if one keep his doctrinal
discoveries in his Study drawer for about five years, and take them out now and then to refresh his soul, allowing
occasionally a delicate effluence from them to steal over a page or two of his next Sunday’s sermon, he will find at the
end of the period that he may avow them as violently as he please, and they who aforetime would have lit the torch for
his burning will sit peacefully under his doctrine, and sing the last hymn lustily in satisfaction that they have heard
once more the truth they have always believed.”

Awake, O Sheep, and Listen!

What noble-minded, truth-loving layman would change places with this self-satisfied deceiver and fraud? What
honourable business man would, without blushing, make such an acknowledgment respecting his method of con-
ducting business. And indeed we can make much more excuse for those who practise some deception in connection
with their business advertising and the overstatement of the quality of their goods, etc., because they are professedly
self-seeking, and the public know to take their statements with a grain of allowance; but the minister of the Gospel
professes to be a philanthropist who is sacrificing his life to the service of the Truth, to the service of the Lord, to the
building up of his fellow-creatures in the most holy faith once delivered to the saints. How abominably mean and
contemptible, then, is such a man as well as his course! The more refined and polished and educated he is the more it
is to his shame.

This gentleman, along with other higher critics and evolutionists occupying the pulpits of Christendom, are in exactly



the position of the Scribes and Pharisees of old, of whom the Lord said, “Ye do make void the Word of God through
your traditions.” He told them that outwardly they were clean and respectable, as this man appears to be, but that
inwardly they were full of all manner of corruption—deceit, selfishness, unfaithfulness.

Then, as now, the people were so hypnotised by their Doctors of the Law and priests, that they hesitated to hear the
voice of the Son of man and His humble followers, waiting first to get the approval of the hypocritical teachers who,
with outward raiment, feign to be servants of God and for pretence make long prayers. What the common people
needed then was what the same class need now—an awakening. As the Israelites indeed, in whom is no guile, received
the message then, so a similar class will receive the message now. To this class is the promise made—"To you it is
given to know the mysteries of the kingdom,” as the Lord prayed: “I thank Thee, 0 Father Lord of Heaven and Earth,
because Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent and hast revealed them unto babes.” We are in the
shaking time, the burning time, when all wood, hay, stubble of falsehood must be consumed, when only the precious
truths of God’s Word—qgold, silver and precious stones of faith—will stand the test.

“Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men.” Seek the “old paths,” not the paths or theories of the “Dark
Ages” and their horrible “doctrines of devils,” but the teachings of Jesus and the Apostles: that your faith should not
stand in the doctrines of men, but in the power of God.

PEOPLES PAPER AND HERALD OF CHRIST’S KINGDOM.

19 Ermington Place, Kew, E4, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia.

(Monthly) 2/6 (60 cents) per annum, post paid,



In the Last Days.

CHRISTIANS generally, until they investigate the subject of the Lord’s presence and harvest work, etc., have such
ideas of literal manifestations of fire, trumpets, voices, etc., and of seeing the Lord descending through the air, a
shining body of flesh, that when they hear of His invisible presence, without taking time to investigate a subject upon
which they feel so sure, busied with worldly plans, and intoxicated with the spirit of the world, they will dismiss the
matter quickly as unworthy of investigation.

It is to this class of professed Christians that the Apostle refers, saying, “In the last days (in the closing years of the
Gospel Age—in the “harvest”) shall come scoffers, walking after their own desires (plans, theories, etc.), asking,
Where is the promise of His presence (parousia)? for ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as at present
from the beginning of creation.” (2 Peter ¢ 3:3, 4.) When referred to our Lord’s statement (Matt. 24:37-39; Luke 17:26)
that in His days, in the days of His presence, things would indeed continue as before; and that, as in Noah’s day, men
would be eating, drinking, marrying, planting and building; and that, as then, the world would know not of His
presence, and read not the signs of the speedy and great changes just at hand, they are too busy to consider the
testimony carefully, and only continue to scoff.

Ah! says Peter, they forget the great change which occurred in the days of Noah; and then, under the symbol of fire, he
describes the overwhelming flood of trouble which shall shortly overtake the whole world, utterly overthrowing all
civil and ecclesiastical rule (the heavens) and melting the entire social fabric (the earth)—producing anarchy and social
chaos until the new heavens (ruling powers—the Kingdom of God) shall be fully established, as well as a new earth
(society organised on a new and better basis, of love, equality and righteousness). The Apostle then reminds us (verse
8) that this Day of the Lord’s presence, for which the Church has long hoped and looked, is a thousand-year day.

In verse 10 he assures us that “the Day of the Lord will arrive (Greek, heko) as a thief (unobservedly, quietly: it will be
present, while some are scoffing and smiting those fellow-servants who declare the truth). The Apostle then exhorts
the saints to separateness from the world; that they be not swallowed up by politics, money-getting, etc., but that they
set their affections on higher things. He says, Seeing that in God’s plan present earthly conditions are only temporary
and will soon give place to the better order, what manner of persons ought we to be, in respect of holy conduct and
piety?—’looking for the presence (parousia) of the Day of God”—watching for the evidences (signs) to prove that it
has come.

And, thanks be to God, His provision is so abundant that all those of piety, who are looking for that day, will know of
it before the full bursting forth of the fire of wrath. Through Paul he assures us that none of the children of the light
will be left in darkness, that that day should come upon them unawares. (1 Thes. 5:4.) Hence, though we are already in
the day of the Lord’s presence, and in the great fire of trouble, we see that it is even as shown us in symbol (Rev. 7:1,
2)—the storm is, to a great extent, held in check until the faithful servants of God are “sealed in their foreheads:” i.e.,
until such are given an intellectual appreciation of the time, presence, etc., which will not only comfort them, and
shield them, but also be a mark, seat or evidence of their sonship, as indicated by our Lord when He promised that the
holy spirit should show to the faithful “things to come.”—John 16:13.

Some take Peter’s statement literally, that “the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved and pass away with a great
noise;” and also the Revelator’s description of the same events, by a very similar symbol, “The heavens departed as a
scroll when it is rolled together.” It would seem, however, that one glance upwards at the myriad gems of night shining
through millions of miles of space, with nothing between to roll away, or to take fire, should be argument enough in
one moment to convince such that they had erred in supposing these statements to be literal —should convince them
that their expectation of a literal fulfilment is absurd in the extreme.

So, then, God veiled from mankind under figures of trumpets, voices, fire, etc., information (which was not for the
worldly to know, but only for the “little flock” of consecrated saints) regarding the harvest, the Lord’s presence, His
spiritual kingdom, etc., and yet He arranged them so that, in due time, they would speak clearly and emphatically to
the class for whom He intended the information. As at the first advent, so to a similar consecrated class it may now be
said, in the time of the second advent —”’Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God; but unto
them that are without all these things are done in parables”—in figures and dark sayings —in order that, even though
having the Bible before them, others than the consecrated may not really see and understand—Mark 4:11, 12.

The world is not ignorant of the unprecedented events and circumstances of the present time, and their increasing



noteworthiness with every passing year; but not perceiving the grand outcome, these only fill their minds with dark
forebodings of evil. As foretold, they are in fear, looking forward to those things that are coming on the earth; for
already the powers of the heaven (the present ruling powers) as well as the earthly order, are being shaken.

What comfort is conveyed to the Lord’s people, amidst these earthly scenes of commotion abroad in the earth to-day,
by meditating upon the precious truths concerning the spiritual kingdom to which they aspire, from whence shall flow
the healing streams for the blessing of all mankind, in the grand time following the dissolving of this present order of
things. “We, according to His promise look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness”-2 Peter
3:13.

God’s Will Concerning the Church.

(1 Thes. 4:3)

IN our text the expression, “This is the will of God,” is in the nature of advice rather than command. Considering the
class to whom this advice is given, we find them to be those who desire to draw near to God and to have Him draw
near to them. God has promised a great reward for submission to His will in every particular; and the Apostle Paul is
stating what the will of God is concerning those who desire to live in nearness to Him. He tells them that it is God’s
will that they be fully set apart to His service; that they lay down their lives in His work; that in all the affairs of life
their hearts should be set to know and to do His will.

In words of loving entreaty the Apostle elsewhere addresses this, class, saying, “I beseech you, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable
service.” (Rom. 1 2:1.). The phrase, “Present your bodies,” includes not only the primary presentation, but the
continuation of the living sacrifice to the completion of the work. In other words, the Gospel Age is the acceptable
time when God is willing to receive those who come unto Him through Christ. It is the time for His drawing, calling,
those who are to become members of the Elect Church.

God’s will for His believing people, justified by faith in the Ransom and consecrated to His service, has always been
the same as the Apostle stated, namely, “This is the will of God (concerning you), even your sanctification.” To
produce this sanctification in believers God has given unto us “exceeding great and precious promises,” and declares
that the truth of His Word will produce the sanctification of character acceptable to Him—conformity to the image of
His dear Son, our Redeemer.

Sanctification does not mean human perfection. It is the consecration, or devotion of the will, which through Christ is
accepted of the Father as perfect; it is a consecration of the body to sacrifice—even unto death. As we have seen, that
body is not made actually perfect through justification by faith, but merely reckoned perfect, according to our will, our
heart, our intention. The new will should seek to bring every power, every talent, every endowment of its body, into
full accord with the Lord, and should seek to exercise an influence in the same direction upon all with whom it comes
in contact.

This does not mean, however, that in the few short years of the present life it will be able to bring its poor, imperfect
body to perfection. On the contrary, the Apostle assures us in connection with the Church, that in death it is sown in
corruption, sown in weakness, sown in dishonor, sown a (an imperfect) natural body (1 Cor. 15:42-44); and that not
until in the Resurrection we are given new bodies, strong, perfect, glorious, immortal, shall we have attained the
perfection which we seek and which the Lord promises shall be ours eventually, if in the present time of weakness and
imperfection we manifest to Him the loyalty of our hearts.

Our text, as well as many other portions of the Scriptures, teaches us that the great work which God asks of us is not
for others, but is a work in ourselves, subduing, conquering, ruling self. Everything else, therefore, our doing service to
the household of faith, our doing good unto all men, by home or foreign missions, etc., is subservient to this most
important work within. For, as the Apostle by inspiration declares, though we should preach the Gospel eloquently to
others, and though we should give all our goods to feed the poor, or become martyrs for a good cause, we should be
nothing from the Divine viewpoint, without love—the Spirit of Christ and of the Father—developed in us as the ruling
principle of life. (1 Cor. 13:3.). But before we can “put on love—the bond of perfectness”—and have its rule
established, we have many enemies to put out.



Our Three Great Foes.

The heart is the battleground on which the holy spirit helps us to wage warfare against the enemies which since the
Adamic fall have taken possession of the human mind. Our battle is to be against Sin, the great taskmaster, which
captured our race more than six thousand years ago. Satan, the great master or general of Sin, is our enemy, and has
largely to do with the various influences against which we must contend. We are not, however, to battle directly with
Satan, though we are to “resist” him; that is we are to resist his influence, his deceptions, and his endeavours to lead us
into error and into sin. We should be powerless against this great enemy were it not that our Lord Jesus has conquered
Sin, and that He is on our part, so that we can confidently say, Greater is He that is on our part than all they that be
against us.

Again, our battle is with the world. By this we do not mean with our fellow-creatures; for, blinded by the adversary,
they are little, if at all, accountable for their course. We are to do battle with “the spirit of the world” and its influences.
The disposition of the world, the mind of the world, the motives which actuate the world, the pride of life and the
deceitfulness of riches—the wrong views of matters as seen from the worldly standpoint—uwe are to resist, to fight
against. And it is a daily battle.

Finally, our battle is with the flesh—our own flesh. Ever since Sin captured our race, its slavery has been conducive to
mental, moral and physical degradation. Its every tendency has been toward evil, and that continually; and although
our Lord Jesus had compassion on us and redeemed us from slavery to Sin, with His own precious blood, yet we have
in our bodies the motions, the tendencies toward sin.

So, although we are now free, and are with the mind serving the Law of Christ, and although we have covenanted to
battle for righteousness, truth, goodness and purity, we find our new selves harassed by the old, perverted tastes and
inclinations of our own flesh toward the service of the old taskmaster. Not the least of our battles, therefore, is against
these perverted tendencies of our flesh; and the battle with these is also a daily battle. With the great Apostle Paul we
should be able to say “I keep my body (my flesh and its desires) under”—in subjection to my new will, the New
Creature.

From the moment we make a full consecration of ourselves unto death in the service of the Lord, He reckons our flesh
as dead, and begets us as New Creatures. Our new minds are alive toward God with a newness of life. Hence those
motions of sin which we are seeking to bring into absolute subjection to the will of God in Christ are not recognised by
the Lord as the will or the motions of the New Creature enlisted in His service; but merely as a part of the general
enemy, Sin, pursuing after and battling with us. These we are pledged to resist, and to war against; and to overcome
these He promises sufficient grace and help.

Our Daily Battle with Self.

These enemies in our own flesh cause us the greatest difficulties. To these Satan appeals; these he seeks to encourage
in the warfare against the new spirit of our minds; through these the spirit of the world gains closest approach to us,
and seeks to capture us and lead us back as captives to Sin. So to speak, the “New Creature in Christ” is beset,
surrounded on every hand with enemies seeking its disaster and re-enslavement. We must battle for ourselves, for our
own liberty, for victory over our own weaknesses; we must battle against the spirit of the world, against delusions and
snares of the Adversary by which he would make evil things appear good, and right to appear undesirable. No wonder
that the child of God is urged to be continually watchful; that he is urged to “put on the whole armor of God”; that he
is cautioned in respect of his various wily foes and especially against those of his own flesh; that he is urged to
faithfulness and loyalty of heart!

Heart-loyalty to the Lord means continual effort to bring all the conduct of our lives, yea, the very thoughts and intents
of our hearts, into subjection to the Divine will. (2 Cor. 10:4, 5.). This is our first duty, our continual duty, and will be
the end of our duty; for “This is the will of God, even your sanctification.” “Be ye holy; for | (the Lord) am holy.”-1
Peter 1:16.

Absolute holiness is to be the standard which our minds can gladly and fully indorse and live up to, but to which we
can never attain actually and physically so long as we are subject to the frailties of our fallen natures and the
besetments of the world and the Adversary. But day by day we are taught of God; and as we come to a fuller



knowledge of His glorious character, and as the appreciation of it more and more fills our hearts, the new mind will
more and more gain influence, strength, power, over the weaknesses of the flesh, whatever they may be—and these
weaknesses vary with the different members of the Body.

If we be sanctified to God by the Truth, if our wills be dead and the Lord’s will be fully accepted as ours, in thought,
word and deed, then we have attained the will of God, and shall win the prize as “overcomers” even if we have never
had opportunity to preach, to give to the poor, or to suffer as martyrs for, the Truth’s sake. Let us all note well this
point: “This is the Lord’s will (concerning you), even your sanctification.” Let nothing becloud or obscure this truth;
but let it dominate our course in life. Then if God’s will is really our will, we have a clearly marked pathway before us.

But without doubt, before all such God will open opportunities to serve the Truth to others, to let their light shine to
the glory of the Father and the blessing offellow-creatures; for this is His command to us, and we may be sure He
gives us no commands impossible to be obeyed. If you have been seeking opportunities of service and have found
none, there must be something wrong; you may have been seeking some special service of your own preference (your
old will meddling with your newly adopted will—the Lord’s).

Possibly the great Teacher sees in you pride, which you would have been prompt to crush had you recognised it, but
which hid itself from you under the cloak of “self-respect.” Possibly the great Teacher by His providence and His
Word is saying to you, “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might.” (Eccl. 9:10.). Possibly He sees that
you would be spoiled were He to give you a more important service for others, before you have learned the lesson of
humility—all important in God’s sight. Act quickly, therefore; the time is short. “Humble yourselves, therefore, under
the mighty hand of God (to do whatever service His providence has made possible to you), and He may exalt you in
due time.”-1 Peter. 5:6.

Sanctification the Result of Love of God.

True sanctification of the heart to the Lord means diligence in His service; a declaration of the good tidings to others;
the building up of one another in the most holy faith. It also means that we do good unto all men as we have
opportunity, especially unto the household of faith; that in these various ways our lives, consecrated to the Lord, shall
be laid down for the brethren day by day, opportunity by opportunity, as they shall come to us; that our love for the
Lord, for the brethren, for our families and sympathetically for the world of mankind, will increasingly fill our hearts
as we grow in grace, knowledge and obedience to the Divine Word and example. —Gal. 6:10; 1 John 3:16.

Nevertheless, all this exercising of our energies for others is merely one of the many ways in which by the Lord’s
providence our own sanctification may be accomplished. As iron sharpeneth iron, so our energies in behalf of others
brings blessings to ourselves. Additionally, while we should more and more come to the condition of loving our
neighbors as ourselves—especially the household of faith—yet the mainspring back of all this should be our supreme
love for our Creator and Redeemer, and our desire to be and to do what would please Him. Our sanctification,
therefore, must be primarily toward God and first affect our own hearts and wills and, as a result of such devotion to
God, find its exercise in the interest of the brethren and of all men.

“Oh, for a life to please my God
In every little thing,

A holy life that day by day

To Him will glory bring.

“A life lived only unto Him,

No double aim in view ;

The outcome of a Christlike heart,
By God made pure and true.

“Jesus, complete Thy work in me,

The work Thou bast begun.

Each day may | grow more like ‘Thee,.
Until my race is run.”






Another Year

Another year is dawning!
Dear Master, let it be,

In working or in waiting,
Another year for Thee.

Another year of leaning

Upon Thy loving breast,

Of ever-deepening trustfulness,
Of quiet, happy rest.

Another year of mercies,
Of faithfulness and grace;
Another year of gladness
In the shining of Thy face.

Another year of progress,
Another year of praise;
Another year of proving
Thy presence “all the days.”

Another year of service,
Of witness for Thy love;
Another year of training
For holier work above.

Another year is dawning!
Dear Master, let it be,

On earth, or else in heaven,
Another year for Thee.

F. R. Havergal.



CORRESPONDENCE

My Dear Brother,
Greetings of love in the Lord.

Your welcome letter of 9th August reached me a few days ago. It was good to hear from you again and of your well-
being; of your love for the Lord and efforts to serve His saints. These things are all very well pleasing in His sight and
will merit their reward in due course, though I know full well that the question of rewards does not enter into your
efforts . . May you continue in the good work as unto Him; the brethren appreciate your efforts and we thank you, your
work will live after you are gone. | am sure the brethren will appreciate the little “P.P.” | have already heard from
some of them that their copies have arrived safely and they will be pleased with a few lines from you | am sure in these
difficult days; some of them are surely at “Wit’s end corner,” but they will surely find the dear Lord waiting there to
bless them and to help them in their trouble.

The dear Brother of whom I told you who was discharged as a C.O. just after the war started had his home damaged by
a bomb the other day; they were sleeping downstairs and scrambled under the table as the ceiling came crashing down
around them and so saved themselves many bruises . . . Their home has been patched up and they are back in it again,
but some of the other dear ones have lost their all and are staying with friends for the time being; others are in the
homes of other brethren, thankful that they have escaped with their lives.

Well, Brother, it will be almost Christmas when you receive this. We hope that you will spend a very blessed time: it
does not look as if it will be a very happy time in this land, and yet as you know, we do not depend upon
circumstances or surroundings for our happiness, but the Lord, and He does not change, His love never withdrawn, He
is the same yesterday, to-day and forever. So if spared till then, we will be looking to Him and thinking of that time of
which the angels sang, “Peace on earth, goodwill toward men.” This of course is our portion now and we rejoice
because the peace of God fills our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. May yours be a happy time, just at present you are
far away from the strife, but one wonders how long this will last. Well we are not afraid of what man can do unto us as
members of the Body of Christ. The Lord bless you, and other dear ones; if times come that we can no longer
correspond, we shall still pray.

With much love to you all, | am by His grace,
Your Brother in Christ.

New South Wales, December.
My Dear Brother,

We feel to-day that the time for His Kingdom is indeed drawing near, and how glad we are. Not only does the Bride
pant for her living Head and long for Him as the hart pants for the water, but we yearn to see the end of Satan’s
kingdom and the poor world free from wars and tumult and strife. | do not envy the young and feel how much they
have to go through.

Well, dear Brother, just five little shillings for the Tract Fund and will you please send me 200 Kingdom Cards. | long
to be out again with the harvest message, God will give the increase.

And now Xmas is almost here; how few think of it in the right way. Praying for the Israel of God and yearning for that
living water, that true bread which came down from Heaven.

Your Sister in Christ.



A Cure for Care.

O Lord, how happy we should be

If we could cast our care on Thee;

If we from self could rest.

And feel at heart that One above, In perfect wisdom, perfect love,
Is working for the best.

—Anon.

Printed by Hackling & Powell Pty. Ltd., Lygon St., East Brunswick for Berean Bible Institute, Ermington Place. Kew,
Mel. E4.
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Preaching the Gospel.

“Woe unto me, if | preach not the Gospel.” (1 Cor 9:16)

ALL will readily agree that Paul was particularly anointed to declare the Gospel to the Gentiles. The Lord instructed
Ananias to go and comfort him and to restore sight to him, after he had been stricken down by the holy vision on the
way to Damascus. The Lord said, “He is a chosen vessel unto me to bear my name before the Gentiles and kings and
children of Israel.” (Acts 9:15.) Paul took the place of Judas as one of the twelve apostles of Christ and of course had
greater responsibility than any of us. He was so faithful in fulfilling his part and suffered greatly as a consequence, but
he also had great comfort and joy in his service—rejoicing even in his great tribulation and in the fulfilment of the
Lord’s promise to him, “My grace is sufficient for thee.” He was one of those who received many talents and gained
many more, and at the end of the way had the assurance that a crown of life was laid up for him at the return of Christ
for His Bride.

We have not the talents of Paul but we are reminded that in the Lord’s parable it was the servant who only had one
talent, who failed to use it. Perhaps we are apt to feel, “0, I can do so little, I cannot do like Brother so-and-so, or Sister
so-and-so. They seem to have talents and opportunities that | have not,” and so we may think the little talent we have
not worth exercising. It would indeed be a sad thing if we were to receive the condemnation of the Lord like the “one
talented man” instead of the welcome home, “Well done, good and faithful servant, enter into the joy of thy Lord.”

Ambassadors.

Every member in Christ is an ambassador—representative of Christ, and has a part to play in the truth service and
caring for the other members in Christ. Where we go we must carry our message, we must manifest Christ’s spirit and
remember “whose we are and whom we serve.” Jesus made this very plain, saying, “For it is not ye that speak, but the
spirit of your Father which speaketh in you;” “He that heareth you heareth me; and he that despiseth you despiseth
me.” (Matt. 10:20; Luke 10:16.). If we could only keep this in mind all our moments every day, how it should help us
“s0 to walk as he walked,” as John says.

It is important that we should know what our mission is—the purpose of our ambassadorship. Paul knew very
definitely, and he could never have done such good service had he been uncertain as to what he was commissioned to
do. It is essential for us also to find out what we are sent to accomplish. We should ask as did the Apostle, “Lord, what
wilt thou have me to do?”

In Paul’s day there was no New Testament with its collected instructions of the Lord and the Apostles, and, as Paul
was being commissioned for a new work entirely, he received instruction from Ananias and also by special revelations
from the Lord, We are not sent to start a new arrangement but have our instructions from the New Testament how to
carry on the work begun by the Lord and the Apostles.

There have been many people who have been led astray by impressions or imaginations of their own minds and have
declared themselves particularly raised up for some special service. We have examples of these in our own day in
fulfilment of the Lord’s prophecy and the Apostle’s words that, “Of your own selves shall men arise speaking perverse



things to draw away disciples after them.” (Acts 20:30.) “For there shall be false Christs and false prophets (teachers)
and shall show great signs and wonders that if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.” (Matt. 24:24.).

We are not, then, to accept the claims of anyone, of having some special Divine mission. The church at Ephesus was
commended for having tried (tested) some who claimed to be apostles and were not—they found them to be liars.
(Rev. 2:2 also Rev. 2:14, 15, 20.). We are not to be guided either by our own impressions or visions or claims of
others. We must be guided by the Word of God which is sufficient that “the man of God may be thoroughly furnished
unto every good work.” So we must beware of such teachers who would assume to make any change regarding our
mission or work.

In John 17:17, 18, Jesus prays for His disciples—’’Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is truth. As thou halt sent
me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.” Then, after His resurrection, Jesus said to the
Apostles, “As the Father hath sent me, even so send | you.” (John 20:21.) The fact is, that the Church is to carry on the
work begun by Jesus, even filling up that which is left over of the afflictions of Christ. (Col. 1:24.).

In Matt. 28:19, 20, we have definite instructions regarding our mission—"Go therefore and teach all nations, baptising
them in the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the holy spirit; teaching them to observe all things whatsoever |
have commanded you, and lo, I am with you alway, even to the end of the age.” The mission of the Church is to
evangelise—"Let your light so shine before men that they may glorify your Father in heaven.” “Ye are the light of the
world,” and we must not cover up the light. (Matt. 5:14, 16.). The light that is given us is for the purpose of letting it
shine out; we must “witness to the truth,” that the world may know that Jesus was sent of God to be the Saviour of the
world, the light of the world. Jesus said to the disciples, “Ye shall bear witness, because ye have been with me from
the beginning.” (John 15:27.). John suffered on the Isle of Patmos for the witness of Jesus which he gave. Those. in
Rev. 20:4 who are to reign with Christ are shown as “beheaded for the witness of Jesus and for the Word of God.”

Jesus before Pilate “witnessed a good confession” when He acknowledged that He was a king,. and He said that He
“came to bear witness to the truth.” This witness is to the world and it is that which brings ‘our persecution; we do not
get “beheaded” for witnessing the truth to fellow members in the Christ. We are to carry on the work which Jesus
commenced and do good unto all men as we have opportunity, but especially to the household of faith. That has
always. been the chief work of Christians as the Lord said to Peter, “Feed my sheep, feed my lambs,” but that does not
mean that we are not to preach the gospel to every creature as we may have opportunity. The Prince of light and truth
says, “Let your light shine;” it is the prince of darkness that would “blind the minds of them that believe not lest the
light of the glorious gospel of Christ should shine into their hearts.” He it is who would delude and if possible deceive
the elect and make them think that there is no further need to witness the truth to the world—that all we have to do
now is to make our own calling ‘and election sure. There is surely danger of thus hiding our talent, putting our candle
under a bushel, and the light will go out.

We are living in the day of religious deceptions foretold by our Lord. These deceptions are not those that have always
been down the age—the allurements of the world and the flesh. These are still active and lead many away from the
truth, but what the Lord referred to were deceptions such as might if possible deceive the elect. The deceptions to have
an appeal to the earnest believer must necessarily have a religious garb, and an appearance of truth or advanced light,
and there never has been a time when there were so many “false prophets,” so many claiming to have special messages
of truth and light. We do well to heed our Lord’s warning and the Apostles’ exhortations that we “be not carried about
with divers and strange doctrines.” (Heb. 13:9.). “Tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine.”
(Eph. 4:14.).

This teaching that we should stop preaching the truth i.e., proclaiming it to the public, at a time when the poor world
just needs the comfort and consolation which nothing else can bring to it, seems to be one of the strangest deceptions.
It would be strange enough if any Christian should personally reach such a conclusion for himself, but stranger still
when such would condemn those who still send out the light to reach any who may have an ear to hear.

The argument appears to be that we have reached the end of the Gospel call, that sowing has ceased, fishing has
ceased, harvesting is now the work, that the “drag net” which has been cast into the sea all down the age has how been
drawn to the shore and the good and bad fish are being separated. We agree that we have reached the time of harvest
and of drawing in of the drag net. One in particular taught all this long ago but he did not cease to hold public
meetings, indeed his work widened as the harvest proceeded. It was in his latter days that the newspaper work, Photo-



Drama work etc., were started, and he expected either that circumstances would come about that would make it
impossible for public work to continue, or else that the truth would become popular and so there would be no longer
any opportunity of suffering for the truth’s sake. He had no thought whatever of ceasing to proclaim the truth in every
possible way. Yet those who are teaching that it is wrong to hold public meetings or to try to teach the truth to the
people profess that they are in harmony with this one’s teachings, and denounce any who differ from his teachings
except in such matters as they themselves differ.

We are reminded of the occasion when the disciples said that they found some, who were not following with them,
casting out devils, and they forbade them. Our Lord said, “Forbid them not.” It is for us conscientiously to teach what
we believe, to declare the truth, however it may combat what others teach, and leave each individual to do the same.
Each is responsible to the Lord and will receive reward according to faithfulness in letting the light shine.

The Lord has never left himself without a witness in the world. We, to be faithful followers of Christ and the Apostles,
must continue to tell out to one and all as we have opportunity the glad tidings of great joy which shall be to all people,
and to preach like the early disciples “Jesus and the resurrection.” The Lord will direct the message as to whether it
results in separating the wheat from the tares or whether it calls some even from the world into the light and comfort
and joys of the truth.

The fan in the Lord’s hand by which He separated the wheat from the chaff in the harvest time of the Jewish Age was
the truth then due—the ending of the Law Dispensation and the commencing of a new age, the age during which the
Church or spiritual seed of Abraham would be chosen. The message was, “The kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

So, now at the end of the Gospel Age, the sickle that separates the wheat from the tares is the message of present truth
(which the harvest messengers use to gather the elect from the four corners of the world), the presence of Messiah and
that the new age of the Messianic Kingdom is at hand. This message has been separating the wheat to go into the
garner and binding the tares in bundles for the burning, while it has also done a great deal in educating people in the
understanding of the Divine purpose and giving hope and comfort, and in preparation for the “turning to the people of
the pure language” that will turn the people to the Lord with one consent. Zeph. 3:8, 9.

“The anointing which we have received of Him abideth in us and we all know it.” If we have received this anointing
we know it and also ought to know for what we are anointed. As many as are baptised into Jesus Christ have put on
Christ. We have come into the Anointed and we turn to our Lord’s words in Luke 4:18, quoted from Isaiah: “He bath
anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he bath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the
captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised and to preach the acceptable year of
the Lord.”

What a happy mission is ours! We could not have a happier message as we go forth .as ambassadors of Christ. We
have no desire to substitute any other message; our hearts are so much in tune with our King and His purpose that we
would sound His praises, we would proclaim His message to every one who will give us the chance whether it be to
only one or to a thousand. What the result may be is for the Lord to determine; He giveth the increase.

“Oh for a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer’s praise
The glories of my God and King
The triumphs of His grace.™

“These things | have written unto you concerning them that seduce you, but the anointing which ye have received of
him abideth in you.” (1 John 2:26, 27.). So, let us realise our anointing to preach the gospel to the poor, to bind up the
broken-hearted and preach deliverance to the captives.

As ambassadors of Christ may we be content, gladly content, to present His message and properly represent our King
in word, in deed and in spirit, so that it may be realised that we have been with Jesus and learned of Him; so that it
may be seen by others “whose we are and whom we serve.” “Let our light so shine that others seeing our good works
may glorify our Father which is in heaven.” “Cast thy bread upon the waters; for thou shalt find it after many days. . .
He that observeth the wind shall not sow; and he that regardeth the clouds shall not reap . . . In the morning sow thy
seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand; for thou knowest not whether shall prosper, either this or that, or



whether they both shall be alike good.” (Eccles. 11:1, 4, 6.).
Passover Memorial, 1941.

According to the Jewish Calendar the 14th of Nisan falls this year on Thursday evening, April 10th, after sundown.

This date will therefore be the anniversary of the institution of the Memorial of our Lord’s death and the appropriate
time to celebrate in remembrance of Him. “Christ our passover (Lamb) is sacrificed for us; therefore let us keep the

feast.”
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The Berean Bible Institute. Its Work, Past and Present.

WHILE the majority of our readers are no doubt fully conversant with the work of the Berean Bible Institute, it is
thought well, in view of present circumstances, and for the benefit of new readers and the interested generally, to state
briefly and clearly the objects for which the Institute exists. This is deemed of special importance at this time, in view
of the fact that it has come to our knowledge that some have thought the Institute was connected with another
organisation or organisations. The following statements are therefore submitted, trusting that they may clear away any
misunderstandings of the past:

The Berean Bible Institute was formed to be a centre of co-operation in service and fellowship for Christian people,
particularly those enjoying the knowledge of present truth. (2 Pet. 1:12.) It exists solely for the purpose of spreading
the Gospel of Jesus Christ—"The glad tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people,”—to assist any and all in the
Christian walk and in the study of God’s Word.

The Institute is not and has never been connected with any other organisation or organisations in Australia or overseas.
It is unsectarian, and makes no claim of authority, nor in any sense seeks to dominate the minds of those who become
associated with it.

The teachings of the Institute as set forth in the monthly “Peoples Paper and Herald of Christ’s Kingdom” (now in its
24th year) and literature generally, are not claimed as being original in any sense; they are based wholly upon the
Bible records—the words of our Lord, His apostles and prophets of the Old and New Testaments. The words of Jesus
in John 4:37, 38, are taken as applying very fully in our case,—’’Herein is that saying true, One soweth and another
reapeth. | sent you to reap that whereon ye bestowed no labour; other men laboured and ye are, entered into their
labours.” To enter into the labours of other true servants of the Lord, especially in this “harvest time,” the ending of the
Gospel Age, is considered the greatest privilege possible in this world.

The Institute never solicits funds, but depends entirely upon voluntary donations from those sufficiently interested in
the work of promulgating the present truth and able to render any financial assistance. There is no list of members
connected with the Institute, but assistance is gladly rendered to all who desire that which the Lord has committed to
our care. The following quotation explains this point.—"The Lord’s Church, the only one to which the name ecclesia,
body or Church, is properly applicable, is so insignificant, so unostentatious, and comparatively so poor in this world’s
riches, that it is not recognised nor recognisable from the worldly standpoint. It is neither man-made or man-ruled; nor
are its members enrolled on earth, but in heaven. (Heb. 12:23.) Its head and bishop is the Lord, its law is His Word; it
has but one Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; and it is built upon the testimonies of the holy apostles and prophets—Jesus
Christ himself being its chief corner-stone.”

In view of the present national emergency and certain issues before the minds of people generally, both in this and
other lands, it seems well to state here that the teachings of this Institute encourage due respect for the government
under which we live, by the Lord’s providence, and for the flag which represents the government. In other words the
saluting of the British or Australian flag should in no sense be understood as an act of worship. The Bible clearly
teaches that Christians should be respectful to the government under which they live, and especially should this be so



in the British Empire where so much freedom of worship is granted in contrast with many other countries of the world.

This proper respect and law-abiding attitude should not be interpreted in any way as being contrary to God’s
injunction, “Thou shalt not kill.” The words of Jesus, “For all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword,”
(Matt. 26:52) are in full agreement, and set an unalterable standard for all who would be His true disciples. In time of
war our government may not always exempt those ,opposed to war from participating in it, although gracious
provision of this kind has in the past been made under British law for’ those who sincerely believe war to be
unrighteous. However, should the Lord’s people be called on to do military service they would be obliged to obey the
powers that be, and should consider that the Lord’s providence had permitted the conscription and that He was able

to overrule it to the good of themselves or others. Yet it would be quite proper to register their objection to warfare
with the right authorities, pointing out from the words of Jesus, that while they were loyal and law-abiding citizens, yet
their consciences could never permit them to take life. Usually, this course would procure, if not exemption from
service, at least a transference to the medical or hospital section, but if compelled to serve in the ranks and to fire their
guns the followers of Christ need not feel compelled to shoot a fellow-creature.

It is our sincere belief, based on the testimony of the whole of God’s Word, that peace and happiness can only be
brought about in the earth by the kingdom of Christ. That our Lord did not desire His people to fight to bring in His
kingdom is shown by His words in John 18:36, “My kingdom is not of this world (age); if my kingdom were of this
world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews, but now is my kingdom not from
hence.” This shows that Christ’s kingdom was not set up at His first advent, rather He came to save mankind,

“to give His life a ransom for many.” Likewise, Christ’s followers are to walk in His steps, to lay down their lives in
His service, sacrificially, and thus gain a place in His heavenly kingdom. Then, when mankind has learned sufficient
lessons in the sinfulness of sin, with wars and the terrible experiences of the reign of death brought about by
selfishness on every side, Christ’s kingdom shall be established on earth, for the blessing of the whole human family.
(Zeph. 3:8, 9; Micah 4:1-4; Rom. 8:22, 19-21; Rev. 21:3-5.

Convention News.

Melbourne.

THE four-day Annual Convention arranged by the friends in Melbourne and held on December 25th, 26th, 28th and
29th was a very helpful and encouraging time for all in attendance. On these occasions of “mountain-top” experiences,
being lifted up to things above by the blessings received from on high, the first and continual thought is to render
praise and thanksgiving to the Giver of every good thing, who, in answer to the prayers of the brethren, before and
during the assemblies, did indeed fulfil the promise through the prophet Malachi: “Prove me now herewith, . . . if I will
not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing that there shall not be room enough to receive it.”

It is fitting to mention just here, that the brethren at this Convention in desiring and praying for the Lord’s blessing,
were also fully mindful in prayer for other dear members who were unable to be present, as well as for those in distant
lands where the dark night is fast settling down and where gatherings of similar nature would at this time be
impossible. All were commended to the God of all grace and comfort for their keeping and blessing through the fiery
experiences, that their faith fail not, but rather “be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus
Christ.”

The presence of the visiting friends once again added greatly to the benefits received; it was certainly a great pleasure
to have brethren in attendance from four of the Australian States. The zeal and earnestness thus shown in coming long
distances to assemble in Convention was encouraging indeed, and by the many expressions as the gatherings drew to a
close it was evident that all were richly repaid with spiritual good things for any sacrifice of time and means to be
present. Most of the visitors were accommodated in the homes of the brethren, thus allowing further fellowship in
addition to the Convention proper. The work of the Sisters of the Melbourne Class in thus caring for the needs of the
visiting members both in their homes and at the Convention was no small contribution to the success of the occasion,
by the Lord’s overruling providence.



Opening the Convention with the words of welcome from the Melbourne brethren, the thoughts were based on the
beautiful passage from 1 Peter 1:2-8, in which the wonderful high-calling is presented in all its beauty. The great
privilege of having been called to be of God’s elect, “through sanctification of the spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling
of the blood of Jesus Christ,” was impressed, as well as the comforting assurance that all who continued in full
confidence in the Lord would receive the “inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, that fadeth not away, reserved in
heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”

The prayers of the brethren and appropriate hymns of praise preceded the Bible Study for each of the afternoon
sessions, and the passages of Scripture considered throughout the Convention are as follows:—Psa. 51:6-13; 1 John
2:18-28; Luke 21:25-36, and Phil. 3:12-16. The study of these portions of God’s Word was very instructive and
helpful, providing much scope for thought, the majority of the friends entering into the discussions with that
earnestness and love for the truth which is so good to see amongst the Lord’s people.

The three addresses each day from the brethren were most profitable and refreshing to all, each speaker contributing
much to the upbuilding of the assembly by calling to mind the precious things of God’s Word on each of the subjects
presented, which were as follows:—”Psa. 112:4,” “Watch and Pray,” “Imagination,” “Constant Obedience,” “Psa.
84:1,” “God Changeth Not,” “The Wisdom from Above,” “Discipleship,” “Deceptions in the Christian Way,”
“Ambassadors for Christ,” and “Be Strong in the Lord.” It is hoped that a number of the above addresses will be
printed in the “People’s Paper” in coming issues.

During the fellowship sessions two very enjoyable Praise and Testimony Meetings were held, at which various
brethren spoke concerning the Lord’s leadings and guidance over the past year; these more heart to heart expressions
drew the brethren more intimately together, as no doubt the experiences of one very often fitted the case of others to a
great extent. These were truly meetings of praise to God in acknowledging His loving care in past times, and it was
readily expressed that the same confidence would be placed in the Lord for the days ahead, with the desire to serve
Him even better than in the past, by His grace and strength. A Question Meeting also gave opportunity for discussion
on a number of questions handed in during the Convention, and the answers received from the friends generally,
seemed to clear away some difficulties on various portions of the Scriptures.

On the first day of Convention the visiting brethren gave a number of messages of Christian love and helpful Scripture
citations brought along from their home classes. Similar messages of love in the Lord were sent by brethren not
represented in person at the gatherings and all these kind and loving salutations were highly appreciated. The
Convention message chosen and sent by those members present to their home classes, and to the brethren generally, is
found in Luke 21:34-36, 28; as also the warm Christian love of all assembled in Convention was included with the
passage of Scripture.

The closing sessions of a most encouraging season came all too soon, and yet it was realised that to properly appre-
ciate all that had been presented over the four days, some time of quiet meditation would be most profiable. So, with
the usual Love Feast and beautiful hymns, “Blest be the tie that binds” and “God be with you till we meet again,” the
closing prayer of thankfulness to God and committing of all interests into His loving care and guidance brought to
conclusion one of the most blessed seasons of refreshing, the happy memory of which will no doubt long remain with
all present for their encouragement in the days ahead. Praise God from whom all blessings flow.

Canberra.

THE following report from our brethren at Canberra explains the happy season of refreshing experienced over the
New Year week-end:”We commenced our sessions at 2.30 p.m. on Friday, January 3rd, with the brethren from Sydney
and a sister from another State in attendance. The time allotted for the study on Psalm 23 (14 hours) was not too long
by any means. Many fine thoughts were brought forward, and many more could have been advanced had we more
time. How comforting it is to realise our Father’s watchfulness and care over us at all times!

“In the evening, messages were read from other brethren and we felt that their prayers were ascending to the Father on
our behalf, just as the burden of our prayers is that they also may be blessed with the richest favours that God so
graciously bestows. Following quickly came the Symposium—The Way, The Truth, and The Life,” by three brethren.
It was interestingly shown how Christ filled these parts- ‘In Him we live and move and have our being.’



“On Saturday the Bible Study was in Col. 1:10-12. Again the time was none too long and much discussion centered
around the points under consideration. After tea the Testimony Meeting took up our attention, the theme being ‘How |
received the Truth,” the thought being that our attention would be directed to the various ways the Lord has used in
reaching His children and so encourage us to ‘Sow beside all waters.” Following the Testimony Meeting a helpful
address was given on the Ransom. This was followed by another Symposium—~Faith, Hope and Love,’—by three
brethren.

“On Sunday morning our usual service was conducted and the subject of the address given was, ‘What shall | render
unto to Lord?’; a subject appropriate to this time of the year when we take stock of our progress and recount the Lord’s
favours throughout the past year. Oh! for grace that our efforts may be redoubled to show forth the praises of Him who
hath called us out of darkness into His marvellous light.

“In the afternoon, after the usual praise, prayer and consideration of the Manna Text for the day, we had our Question
Meeting. There were six or seven questions that kept us busy for the afternoon; some very interesting viewpoints were
advanced and a profitable time was spent together. After tea another Praise and Testimony Meeting was held, in which
all joined, the theme being The blessing or value of the truth to us.” It seemed good to prompt the brethren along these
lines at a testimony meeting and their response was encouraging to us all.

“Then followed the Bible Study in Eph. 2:19-22. We traced the temple building from the ‘Corner-stone,” or foundation
stone, to the completed structure and visualised its service in blessing all mankind. What a wonderful temple! What a
wonderful result! Time sped along quickly and we were ever needing the reminder that there were other items still on
the programme. After the study there was a short farewell address taken from 2 Cor. 13:11,

Finally, brethren, farewell, be perfect, be of good comfort,be of one mind, live in peace, and the God of love and peace
shall be with you.” Partings are never pleasant when they have such happy memories.

“Qur sessions ended with a love feast and the singing of the hymn “Blest be the tie that binds.” There have been
expressions of the Lord’s rich blessing during the whole of the Convention. The friends here feel themselves richly
repaid for the effort involved and hope that the benefit will be permanent to all concerned. Our parting message to the
visitors was Rom. 12:9-12. So, our first Convention came to a close; the Lord was true to His promise and blessed the
small company.”

The Wisdom from Above.

(James 3:17.)
(Convention Address.)

SOLOMON, the wise man, said, “Wisdom is the principal thing, therefore get wisdom and with all thy getting get
understanding.” We would all agree that wisdom is essential for the carrying out of any plan successfully. There are
two kinds of wisdom, earthly wisdom and heavenly wisdom. The wisdom after which the natural man seeks is mainly
of a selfish kind, but the wisdom from above after which the Christian seeks is, or should be, for the purpose of
developing character.

There is a difference between knowledge and wisdom. Knowledge means mental enlightenment, but wisdom means
knowledge and the capacity to put it into due use. Perhaps we could illustrate the matter this way—We may have
knowledge of how a house is built, we may even have a good knowledge of the plans and specifications of a certain
building, but to build the house is an entirely different thing. It requires the builder to do the job; or we would say, it
requires one with wisdom, or the capacity to put the knowledge of the plans and specifications into due use.

Now we are all builders; each of us has his own character to build and we have the wonderful assurance that we have
the right foundation on which to build—’’Other foundation can no man lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus
Christ.” So we see that wisdom and not knowledge is the principal thing for the Christian, but both knowledge and
wisdom are necessary to carry out a plan.

"We are often told that our heavenly Father has both wisdom and knowledge. In Rom. 11:33 we read, “0 the depth of
the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding



out.” The Apostle Paul wrote these words respecting God’s great plan of the ages which will in due lime include all the
human race.

In God’s plan there are four outstanding divine attributes --Justice, Wisdom, Love and Power. While it is said *by the
Psalmist that “Justice and judgment are the habitation of thy throne” (Psa. 89:14), yet in God’s plan we would say
again that “Wisdom is the principal thing.” It was wisdom that foresaw the fall of man through inexperience; it was
wisdom that placed man in the hands of justice and permitted him to experience sin and the penalty inflicted for 4000
years before love was fully manifest. So we read, “When the fulness of time was come, God sent forth His Son.” (Gal.
4:4.) Herein was manifested the love of God in that “while we were yet sinners Christ died for us,” (Rom. 5:8) and still
wisdom sees fit to permit mankind as a whole to continue its downward course of degradation, in sin and death, while
the “little flock,” the elect of this Gospel Age, is being taken out from amongst mankind and developed to be joint-
heirs with our Lord. So, by this we see that, in God’s plan, wisdom controls the other attributes, even love itself.

The Apostle Paul, when speaking of the progressive steps necessary for the Christian to take on his journey to the
heavenly goal, says “Of him are ye in Christ Jesus who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and
sanctification, and deliverance.” Here we are told of a wisdom that a Christian needs even before he becomes justified.
It is a wisdom one gets through a dependence upon God for guidance and not upon human agents. We are told that
“No man cometh unto the Son except the Father which sent him draw him,” (John 6:44) and thus, one is led to realise
his own sinful condition and the need of redemption. One is led to understand that this can be gained only by the
acceptance of the Lord as his Redeemer and that through His blood there is forgiveness of sins. This is the beginning
of heavenly wisdom and those who are drawn to the Son in this way eventually reach the position where they put no
confidence in themselves and their own wisdom, but in the Lord Jesus Christ who «of God is made unto us wisdom.

So, then, if we have this knowledge and can grasp the fact that through Christ’s obedience we may be accepted of the
Father, our sins being laid upon Him, and His righteousness or merit reckoned as applicable to us for a robe of
righteousness, in this way we are said to be justified and if we continue to look to our heavenly Father for guidance we
will be led to see the wisdom of making a full consecration to the Lord and thus Jesus will be made unto us
sanctification. But it is wisdom that controls the entire course.

Now, in this third chapter of James, the Apostle is telling us about wisdom in the use of the tongue. He says that there
is practically no limit to the use of the tongue, either for the furtherance of the truth and consequently of doing good to
others, or of speaking evil and doing harm to others. He also tells us that we can bless our heavenly Father with the
same tongue with which we can curse men. By cursing men the Apostle means to do harm to others by speaking
injurious words of them, explaining further that this is not heavenly wisdom, but is earthly—sensual, devilish. So the
lesson is really not against the use of the tongue, but against the evil influence or power we may exercise upon others
by any wrong words spoken.

Verse 13 says, “Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him show out of a good conversation
his works with meekness of wisdom.” We have seen that wisdom and not knowledge is the principal thing. While
knowledge is necessary for the growth in Christian graces it has the tendency to cause one to boast and to use his
tongue only to display his knowledge. The Apostle Paul says, “Knowledge puffeth up, but love buildeth up.” (1 Cor.
8:1.)

Then, again, we are to grow in grace as we grow in knowledge, the Apostle Peter tells us. What is really necessary is
wisdom, or the capacity to put knowledge into due use. If one has put the knowledge given to him by the study of
God’s Word into use, it will be shown by his good works, but the one who has not put knowledge into proper use will
always be striving to put himself and his ideas in the front.

How beautiful are the words of verse 17, “But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and
easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.” Wisdom is pure. No
doubt we all desire to be pure, but to be so would mean to be perfect, which is impossible while we are in this earthen
vessel. However, we can have pure intentions. “Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God,” are our Lord’s
words, and it is indeed encouraging to know that we can have pure motives and intentions, and if our hearts are in the
right condition our imperfect works are supplemented by the perfect or pure works of our Lord. So, then, a pure heart
is the mainspring of a Christian. If the heart is not pure it will be shown by the words, as our Lord saith, “Out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.”



The Christian who has accepted the call of this Gospel Age and has a good knowledge of God’s plan of the ages is
very highly favoured because he has an understanding of the glorious character of God and also of our Lord Jesus. Our
Lord Jesus being actually pure, His words and works were pure and so He is a perfect example for us to copy. So, if
our motives, our intentions, our hearts are pure it will be shown by the use of the tongue, for the tongue is the index to
the heart, and we will be on the right track to make further progress in the Christian way.

Wisdom is peaceable. Wisdom in the use of the tongue is essential if we would live peaceable lives. Our Lord said
again, “Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called the children of God.” The Apostle says that wisdom is

first pure, then peaceable, and so the one who has a pure heart, which cannot be discerned by others, will manifest this
outwardly by these other characteristics of peaceableness, gentleness, mercy, etc.

Again, the tongue is the main member which disturbs peace; there is no way in which strife or trouble can be more
quickly stirred up than by a heated word or by speaking evil of another; and so it calls for much wisdom in controlling
the tongue if we would be peacemakers. The Apostle Paul says (Heb. 12:14), “Follow peace with all men and holiness
without which no man shall see the Lord.” So it is necessary to have peaceful habits whether we are at our daily work,
in our homes, or at our Bible classes.

We must remember that the Apostle James was speaking to Christians, to those who had made some progress in the
Christian way, and it would seem that for him to give such advice shows that peace does not always reign amongst
Christians as it “should. But if we take the admonitions of the Apostles they shall help us all develop more and more of
this characteristic—’’Follow after the things which make for peace and things wherewith one may edify another.”
“Speak evil of no man.” “Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth but that which is good to the use
of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.” (Romans 14:19; Titus 3:2; Eph. 4:29.)

Wisdom is gentle. Gentleness is a fruit of the spirit that should be cultivated by all who profess to be followers of
Christ. It seems to be closely associated with peaceableness, because a person with a cultivated, gentle nature will
seldom stir up bitter feelings or strife in another, while one who is abrupt or careless in his speech will find that his or
her words and ways will very easily cause trouble, especially with those who are not spirit begotten. Gentleness is very
necessary when presenting the truth to others. The truth presented in an abrupt or heated manner will seldom take root;
but, on the other hand, how effective it is when presented in a gentle, kindly manner, with well chosen words. The
Apostle Paul says, “The servant of the Lord must not strive, but be gentle unto all, apt to teach, patient, in meekness
instructing those that oppose themselves.” (2 Tim. 2:24, 25.) Our Lord was gentle; He never spoke abruptly, coarsely,
or gave an hurried answer even under the severest trial. So let us copy our Lord and it will help us to be gentle.

Wisdom is easy to be entreated, i.e., it is easy to approach, or easy to reason with. This is really a wonderful charac-
teristic. The worldly-wise are often those who think they know everything, and if one wishes to reason with them
along almost any line, they press their view to the extreme. But the wisdom from above is different; it is moderate in
its views, yet we would say, firm in principle. In speaking to others, especially along the lines of the truth, it is a great
advantage if one is moderate, not an extremist, and can view matters from the standpoint of another. If so, it makes it
much easier to help another. But if one is haughty and hard to approach or reason with, it will not get far in helping
others. Wisdom will acknowledge the good even in an opponent.

Full of mercy and good fruits. Our Lord said, “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” For us to
exercise mercy towards others we must realise and appreciate the mercy that has been shown to us by our heavenly
Father through our Lord Jesus Christ. If this is not realised, how then can we be merciful or sympathetic towards
others? So, then, to be merciful towards others, it must come from a pure heart, a heart cleansed through a realisation
of God’s mercy toward us. Our Lord in another place said, “If ye do not from the heart forgive one another, neither
will your heavenly Father forgive you.” So it must, be a genuine mercy and not a feigned one, and must cover from
sight and so far as possible blot from memory the failings and weaknesses of others, else it cannot hope for forgiveness
and blotting out of its own shortcomings. The good fruits mentioned are the fruits of the spirit which are sure to
proceed. from the heart that is pure, peaceable and gentle.

Without partiality would mean that we should have the same interest in all of God’s children. (Read James 2:1-6.) We
would say that wisdom does not respect persons. Even in our assemblies we should have just as much interest in the



poor as the rich, in the weak as the strong, and even in those who may seem to lack wisdom as with those possessing a
greater amount of development along this line. God is no respecter of persons and it is really a lack of wisdom if
anyone has the spirit of partiality in his heart.

Last of all, James says, wisdom is without hypocrisy. We remember our Lord gave us a good illustration of hypocrisy
when referring to the Pharisees and scribes in Matt. 23:27, 28. This is a terrible and sad condition revealed in these
words, and shows the heart completely out of accord with righteousness, and yet by the outward appearance, perhaps
by the use of the tongue, smother up the real desires and motives of the heart. This is not heavenly wisdom but is
earthly, and shows that Satan still has control over hearts in this condition.

No doubt we all lack wisdom in some way or other, and perhaps we realise it more when we come to see what should
be the outcome of it, when rightly used in our lives. But we have the assurance by the Apostle James that “If any of
you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all liberally and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.” (James
1:5.) So, if we find ourselves lacking in wisdom along any line we should not lose time in going to the throne of grace
and there by prayer ask our Father to enlighten and instruct us in the right way.

We are told again by the wise man, Solomon, that “The reverence of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.”
Andfurther, “In all thy ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct thy paths.” It may be that we have not put all our
trust in our Father’s care, to give us help and strength in every time of need, and so the very act of going to the throne
of grace should have a stimulating effect upon us.

There are three ways in which we can gain wisdom—~by instruction, by observation and by experience. We read in
Prov. 1:7 again, “The reverence of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction.”
Again, in chapter 8:33, “Hear instruction and be wise.” So then, if we do not heed instruction from God’s Word we
will find that God will give us experiences, and sometimes they may be severe and trying, to develop us that we may
ultimately gain the character likeness of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.



The Sweet-Brier Rose.

Beside my cottage door it grows,
The loveliest, daintiest flower that blows,
A sweet-brier rose.

At dewy morn or twilight’s close,
The rarest perfume from it flows,—
This strange, wild rose.

But when the raindrops on it beat,
Ah, then its odours grow more sweet
About my feet!

Oft times with loving tenderness

Its soft green leaves I gently press

In sweet caress,—

A still more wondrous fragrance flows,
The more my fingers firmly close,
And crush the rose !

Dear Lord, oh, let my life be so,—
Its perfume when the tempests blow,
The sweeter flow !

And should it be Thy blessed will

With crushing grief my soul to fill,
Press harder still.

And while its dying fragrance flows,
I’ whisper low, “He loves and knows
His crushed brier-rose.”

—Gertrude W. Seibert.
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UNDENOMINATIONAL
A RELIGIOUS NEWSPAPER

Ambassadors for Christ.

(Convention Address.)

“Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us.”-2 Cor. 5:20.

“He that heareth you heareth me; and he that despiseth you despiseth me; and he that despiseth me despiseth him that
sent me.”—Luke 10:16.

THERE is no doubt that God takes His people along varied pathways in order to bring out in them that which is most
precious in His sight. The older we grow in His service the more conscious we become of His goodness and mercy
having followed us all the days of our lives. When “babes in Christ” we may have encountered experiences that at the
time seemed hard to fit in as a blessing from the Lord, but when more matured we begin to realise that there were
occasions, and there probably will be occasions in the future, too, when the greatest blessing that God could have
bestowed upon us was to allow something which we in our ignorance at the time thought to be a great hardship.

Of all the written Word of God, what briefly is the sum concerning His true people? Is it not that we should each one
become and remain worthy ambassadors for Christ? To take poor, fallen creatures such as we are and make us in any
measure worthy of such a station, seems a stupendous task.

Even when we have come to see that it is not of ourselves, but by the power of God, that any worthiness is formed in
us, it does not mean that that is the end of despairing moments; I think they present themselves all the way along, those
doubts as to whether we will attain that which we desire and know God desires to see in us. But He who moulds and
fashions can be depended upon to complete that which He has begun in us, and it remains for us to keep the clay
plastic, as it were, in the hands of the Moulder by giving all diligence to His wise instruction. It seems that we would
all need quite a deal of fashioning before we could at all be considered within the category of Christ’s ambassadors.
We all need to pass through the stage of “babes in Christ” first, and whilst there is nothing highly commendable about
such a station, in that we are exhorted not to remain in such a state but to press on to fulness of stature and partake of
stronger food, yet through this stage God watches over us with His gentle nurture and admonition.

Having passed through the primary classes, as it were, of the School of Christ, we find that our curriculum is altered
from class to class until all the fundamentals of the way have been revealed to us. Now we are sent forth as
“ambassadors for Christ.” That which we have learned and been assured of must be attested to and proclaimed. This is
not to say, of course, that our perfecting is complete at this stage. Far from it. We know that must continue right to the
end of the way. | was thinking of it this way, that we at this stage might begin to think not so much of ourselves in the
light of a pupil in the School of Christ, but of a pupil-teacher. We are still learners ourselves, it is true, and with wide
fields for growth and improvement, but now we are able in some measure to impart the Word to others. We know that
the ability to do so ought to increase as we continually strive to attain to the headmastership of our profession, even
joint-heirship with Christ in the throne.

Whilst using that illustration, | think it is good perhaps to point out that in one respect a direct opposite is noticed,



because in the worldly teaching profession one comes as a pupil, simple and humble-minded, and as knowledge
increases so even does pride and status and praise of men, worldly title. But we find that it is just the opposite with
“the perfecting of the saints.” We begin as disciples in the School of Christ with very much acceptableness from those
around us very often, but the further we progress we find that the world wishes less and less for our company, and it
becomes more manifest to a Christian every day that he is indeed a stranger and a pilgrim on earth. His teachings and
manner of living are not wanted by those around him. Probably this was never more apparent than in these closing
days of the Gospel Age. For anyone now to uphold the pure teachings of Jesus, we. know it is considered rash
foolishness. The message “Do unto others as ye would they should do unto you” is not wanted now, but they clamour
for a blow for a blow, an eye for an eye.

True, we know that in some measure it is being borne in on reasoning worldly minds where such a course is going to
end, and it is very pathetic to hear people discussing these matters and the days in which we are living,—with the
expression, What can we do? One thinks, What indeed can be done, when the teachings of the one Book that holds the
solution are held in disrepute?

In one sense it is too late to reform when the judgments are falling. Indeed, we feel how blessed we are to have an
understanding of these things. The saints of Christ first learn and exhibit the Truth in the love of it, knowing it to be
God’s loving plan; they can see that the falling judgments will not mean an utter end to man and his happiness, but are
only an utter end to everything that man has practised contrary to the teachings of Jesus, and thus to his own
unhappiness. We know well that it would have been a great injustice on God’s part to have allowed the order now in a
stage of transition to have continued.

So, as the saints were admonished long ago, we look up and lift up our heads and rejoice when we see all these things
coming to pass, because we know it is the certain sign that the Kingdom of God is nigh at hand. We realise that soon
Christ will speak to the nations, raging in battle and anarchy; to the earth under the curse, ravaged by storm, drought
and pest, and to the great mass of humanity rushing to and fro under tremendous strain for their daily bread, “Peace, be
still.”

We have the prospect in vision of all the peoples of the earth returning to God with songs of everlasting praise upon
their lips. Yes, indeed, this time of restitution spoken of by all God’s holy prophets is near at hand. The light of the
long-desired Millennium, much thought of by thinking persons of all generations, will soon pierce the dark night that
is now just preceding its dawn.

That will be the time of Satan’s binding, when he will no longer deceive, and the multitudes that have been laid in the
grave since the world began will come forth to a new world order, of which they had scarcely ever dreamed. Ah yes,
this is a goodly portion of the Gospel of glad tidings of great joy that shall be to all people. But who, as yet, has
believed this report? And to whom is the Arm of the Lord revealed? The answer is, the Lord’s saints alone. And who
are they? Are they many? We know that they are very few, especially in the closing days of this Gospel Age. It seems
there were never very many at any time in the world’s history, and they are very few indeed in “the days of the Son of
Man,” in line with the warning in Luke 18:8—"When the Son of Man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?”

So, then, this “little flock™ are alive to their privileges of presenting their bodies living sacrifices, holy and acceptable
to God with the hope that they might become joint-heirs with Christ in His kingdom. We look upon Him as the Head
who has gone before, and ourselves as members of the body, soon to be united with Him. We have the records of His
faithful witness knowing all that it meant to Him, and we have His invitation to follow after Him, to partake of His
sufferings in this dark world of sin, and share in His glory in the heavenly kingdom. We know that a witness to the
Truth must still be maintained, and the Head having gone from the earthly scenes long centuries ago, left the
witnessing upon the shoulders of the Church which is His body. So that is just where we stand. We stand in Christ’s
stead, as ambassadors for Him, explaining to men the way of reconciliation with their God.

What a privilege! Yea, and what a responsibility! One moment we are keyed up with its joys, and the next we are cast
down with its sorrows, having this treasure in an earthen vessel, and realising from time to time our imperfect flesh,
and how often we fall short, and how we fail to reflect the likeness of Christ. But if we are mindful of our heritage, and
do not sell any of it for a mess of pottage, and continue in the way, pressing on for the prize, we know that our
perfecting is worked out through it all, and so it shall continue, if we are faithful, until we “are like Him,” “whom
having not seen we love.”



Luke 10:16.—"He that heareth you heareth me; and he that despiseth you despiseth me; and he that despiseth me
despiseth him that sent me.” has quite a deal for reflection. It seems that there can be no doubt that the close
relationship shown here between Jesus and His disciples ought to be accepted as the rule right down the age. So as we
go about as ambassadors for Christ, we find this question presented to us all the time, How are we measuring up to that
which is required of us? When we find someone who stops to listen to what we have to say, do they hear us because
our utterance is such as to bear a faithful witness to the truth? | suppose there is not one of us who has not experienced
those subtle temptations to water down the Truth at times, to hold it back rather than to speak it. “He that heareth you
heareth me.” In other words, when we speak to another we speak in Christ’s stead. We should think, What would Jesus
say if He were placed where | am? If our speech were always ordered by this rule we would be faithful ambassadors.

There is a Scripture which says, “When a man’s ways please the Lord he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with
him.” I think there is a great deal of truth in this, but at the same time we could not expect that all men would always
hear us acceptably; that is, if we were endeavouring to hold forth a faithful witness, like Him in whose stead we stand,
some would despise us. Some reviled Jesus and spoke all manner of evil against him falsely because He

bore a witness to the truth. If it should be that reviling comes upon us because of a faithful witness to the truth, if what
we have said and done is what we really believe Jesus would have said and done in similar circumstances, then happy
are we. We have nothing of which to be ashamed, and much to rejoice over.

Nevertheless we realise full well that we need to keep a close check upon ourselves here. We must remember that He
in whose stead we stand, reviled not again when He was reviled. There have often been times when we have been
stung to retaliation, and a hasty word thus spoken can never be reclaimed. But apart from, that, it stirs up further
unnecessary trouble, and | have no doubt that most of us, and probably all of us, have known times when we have
brought upon our own heads revilings that could hardly be described as revilings for His sake. It may be that at the
time we did look upon them in that light, and we may have even prided ourselves accordingly, that we should have
suffered something for His sake, but afterwards we have seen that it was because of our poor ambassadorship. “He that
despiseth you despiseth Me,” but the onus is largely upon us, as ambassadors.

Continuing from the text in 2 Cor. 5, we read in the next chapter that we are to give no offence in anything, but to
approve ourselves as the ministers of God. So then we will need to follow Jesus very closely, and remember how
gentle and how kind He was, and if a rebuke had to be administered how gently it was done, and how tactfully. | often
think of Him abandoning Jerusalem to her desolation—"0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and
stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would | have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth
her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!” With what anguish of soul He accepted Jerusalem’s repudiation of
His witness there. Happy are we as His ambassadors if we manifest a like attitude to-day to those who now spurn the
witness that could help them. It is not always easy to have just that disposition. We need to follow Jesus very closely if
we are going to keep our hearts from growing hard, and manifesting a spirit that nullifies any good that might have
been done.

So, reading on in that chapter mentioned, we find that we are to commend ourselves as the ministers of God in much
patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, and so on. We
find it a very formidable list as we read on to the end of verse 10. We know that the early Church had much to go
through; we do not know what is before us, but should not have a fearful mind—’’sufficient unto the day is the evil
thereof,” and that should always be our attitude. At the same time, we have a full realisation of the times in which we
live, and so we just need to calmly reflect over all things. We have had many lessons at this Convention which we
need ever to put into practice, and perhaps the greatest of them is “Watch and Pray.” ,

I was thinking of the words of Jesus before Pilate. Pilate said, “Knowest thou not that | have power to crucify thee, or
to release thee?” It was a wonderful reply that Jesus gave—"Thou could’st have no power at all against me, except it
were given thee from above.” If we could always remember this, it would be most helpful and uplifting, knowing that
all is in the hand of God, and He has the rule over everything.

There is another similar thought in Luke 22:53. They came to take Jesus, and we remember Him saying, “This is your
hour, and the power of darkness.” There was no resistance on His part; He knew what had to be. It is good to compare
this with His words in Matt. 28:18, after His resurrection: “All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.” As we



read, “Looking unto Jesus . . who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set
down at the right hand of the throne of God.”

So then we should endeavour to maintain a good witness as Christ’s ambassadors right to the end of the way. Is not the
arm of the Lord strong to save? Will He tempt us beyond that which we are able to bear? Nay—as long as a member of
His Church remains this side of the vail, He will hear the cries of His people and assist them. Let us, then, fresh
courage take, and be not faithless, but believing, ascribing all the praise to His glorious name forever.



Coming Conventions.
Adelaide.

The brethren in Adelaide desire to make known that their Annual Convention is to be held this year (D.V.) from Good
Friday to Easter Monday, 11th to 14th April inclusive, and they extend a hearty invitation to all friends able to attend
with them.

The gatherings will be held at R.A.O.B Hall, 48 Flinders-street (near Gawler-place) , Adelaide.

All visiting members expecting to be present at this Convention should send word as early as possible to the secretary,
Mrs. H. H. Bartel, 10 Forest-avenue East, Clarence Gardens, Adelaide —from whom further information may also be
procured.

Sydney

The Sydney friends advise that they have decided to hold a Convention (D.V.) commencing on Good Friday, 1 1 th
April, and continuing on the Saturday and Easter Sunday, and a cordial invitation is given to all Bible Students who
should desire to attend.

The meeting place for this Convention is Child Study Rooms, 75 Liverpool-street, Sydney, and those brethren
expecting to attend the gatherings are asked to communicate with the secretary, Mr. J. H. Thompson, 11 Macquarie-
street, Hurstville, Sydney, at their earliest, so that all arrangements can be made.

Passover Memorial, 1941.

The Jewish Calendar for the 14th of Nisan gives Thursday evening, 10th April for this year, and this will be the
anniversary of the institution of the Memorial of our Lord’s death. No doubt, the brethren will desire to celebrate as
near to this date as possible.

Melbourne Service.—The brethren in Melbourne will hold the Memaorial on Wednesday evening, 9th April (D.V.) .
This advance notice is for the benefit of any country friends being able to be present, time and place of the service will
appear in April issue.

Sydney Service.—The brethren arranging the Sydney Convention state that they will hold the Memorial (D.V.) on
Good Friday evening.

To Readers Oversers.

In view of the fact that mails are now uncertain and fail to arrive from time to time our oversea brethren are advised to
keep a copy of all particular items mentioned in correspondence, and especially the numbers of Money Orders or
Drafts forwarded. This information could then be sent later should acknowledgment of any previous communication
not be received from this office within reasonable time.

PEOPLES PAPER AND HERALD OF CHRIST’S KINGDOM.

Published by the Berean Bible Institute, 19 Ermington Place, Kew, E4, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia.

(Monthly) 2/6 (60 cents) per annum, post paid.

While it is our intention that these columns be used for teachings strictly in accord with the Lord’s Word, we cannot
accept responsibility for every expression used, either in the correspondence or in the sermons reported.

A Cross (x) on the wrapper indicates that the Subscription to “Peoples Paper” is overdue.



Things Coming to Pass.

IN the October, 1940, issue of this paper, an article appeared under the title “Earth’s Turmoil Ends in Morning of Joy,”
in which it was suggested that the events transpiring in Europe were probably fulfilling that portion of Scripture
described under the sixth angel in Revelation 16:13-16.

Reference to this matter again is not made with any dogmatic views, but rather with the suggestion that events over the
past six months seem to confirm the thought that the three great dictator powers of Europe are described in verses 13
and 14 of this chapter of Revelation.

It will be noticed in verse 14 that these “spirits of devils working miracles, go forth unto the kings of the earth and of
the whole world,” which * shows that this devilish influence, undoubtedly guided by the great adversary (with the
Lord’s permission) may be expected to permeate throughout all countries of the world. As an in. stance of this, during
the last fortnight Australia’s leading statesmen thought wise to warn the people of the grave turn of events, with
apparent danger in the Pacific area. The average thinking person is aware that the influence at work does not originate
in! the Far Eastern Power itself, but comes from the Axis Powers.

Likewise, in the Balkan sphere, one state after another is being brought stealthily under this evil influence and in the
near future it would seem that a major conflict will be the outcome in that region. Bible Students have realised for
many years that the land of Palestine in its restored condition, since the return of great numbers of Jews, will present
an alluring prize to the aggressor, and in Ezekiel, chapters 38 and 39, a description is given of the invasion of the holy
land. A similar account in symbolic language is given in Zechariah 14:1-9, and it is shown in verse 3 that the Lord will
deliver Israel out of the hand of the invaders in such a way (similar to when He fought for them in ancient times) that it
will demonstrate not only to Israel but to the nations near and far that the Lord has taken charge of earth’s affairs for
the setting up of His Kingdom of righteousness and peace. (See Ezek. 38:18- 23 .)

Just what time may elapse before the hordes of the “north parts” come up against Israel “as a cloud to cover the land,”
we may not know, but of the result there can be no doubt. However, before Christ’s Kingdom can be established on
earth, we read from the prophet Zephaniah that all the earth (earthly order of things) shall be devoured with the fire of
God’s jealousy, which agrees with the great “earthquake” in the later verses of Rev. 16. It would seem, however, that
the great shaking of all nations need not necessarily occur at the exact time of Israel’s last great trouble; just as Israel
will be delivered from their terrible experiences and receive the Kingdom blessings first, they will be a wonderful
example to all other nations of the world of what the Lord can and will do for all who look to Him for help in their
extreme sufferings. (See Micah 4:1-3.)

From the words of our Lord we learn that in the great troubles ahead “men’s hearts shall fail them for fear, and for
looking after those things which are coming on the earth.” Evidently the Lord sees it will be in the best interests of
mankind that their hearts should fail them when set upon those things which He could not approve. How different,
however, is the condition of the Lord’s people as they view “these things coming to pass.” Having the assurance that
this “present evil world” with Satan as its prince is to pass away in the world-wide upheavals, to be succeeded by
Christ’s Kingdom “wherein dwelleth righteousness,” they surely are praying more fervently than ever “Thy Kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth, as in heaven.” And above all, to have the heavenly hope ofjoint-heirship with Christ
as a reward for faithful service, the follower of Christ, with his affections set on things above will look forward with
joy and expectancy, ever praising the Lord for all privileges and favours granted in the house of his pilgrimage.



It Matters to Him.

Though doubt and dismay should enfold you,
And hope of relief become dim ;

Remember that someone has told you

To “cast all your care upon Him.”

The world is unkind,

And friends may not mind;

But it matters to Him.

If sorrow and trouble o’ertake you,

And grief fill your cup to the brim ;
There is One who will never forsake you,
So “cast all your care upon Him.”

He will not pass on Or bid you begone,

For it matters to Him.

When mourning the loss of the dearest,
And tears make your couch seem to swim,
“Tis then that the Promise is clearest,

So “cast all your care upon Him.”
The world may not grieve,

But you must believe,

That it matters to Him.

If worried and worn, you’ve neglected
The lamp that He gave you to trim,
Even then by His Word you’re directed
To “cast all you? care upon Him.”

His coming is near,
Though some not care,
But it matters to Him.

—F.W.P.



Discipleship.

(Convention Address.)

THIS is a very big subject, and | can give only a few thoughts; but when we consider all the sin and sickness and death
in the world, it is a wonder that there are not more who want to become disciples of Christ, so that they could get
salvation through Him at the present time. As we look around, we see there is only just a few who genuinely look for
God, and although it says in the Word that God is not far from any one of us, the majority do not find Him.

We experience a great joy when we come to know the Lord, and become disciples. We want to tell others. We
remember Andrew, when he found Christ—"He first findeth his brother, Simon Peter, and saith unto him, We have
found Messias, which is being interpreted, the Christ.” The Kingdom of God was nigh unto them. Christ was looking
for disciples, ones who would be willing to follow Him at that time, ones who were ready to accept the supreme offer
ofjoint-heirship with Him. But some said they could not—one said he had bought a piece of land and had to go to that,
another said he had bought a yoke of oxen and would have to prove them. Another had married a wife, and could not
leave her. So many were not willing to become disciples. .

Then the message had to be sent to the highways, where the people would not have much to lose. . We read that for a
time there were quite a few followers. His message, “Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and | will
give you rest,” seemed very attractive to them, but it was only up to a certain point. When each one realised that “strait
was the gate and narrow the way,” so few were willing to carry on; they realised that it cost them something. So we
read that from that time many of His disciples went back, and walked no more with Him. It was too hard for most of
them. They were like many people to-day. They are willing to have something for nothing, but are not prepared to
sacrifice earthly things for rich heavenly blessings.

Then Jesus asked the twelve disciples, “Will ye also go away?” and they answered, “Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou
hast the words of eternal life.” Jesus had explained previously how the manna in the wilderness was not the real life-
giving bread from heaven, but said, “My Father giveth you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is he
which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world.” “Then they said unto Him, Lord, evermore give us
this bread.”

So it is with all of Christ’s disciples to-day, we each pray, “Evermore give us this bread”—Jesus Christ. And as Paul
said, “That | may know Him, and the power of His resurrection.” So even to-day the world offers nothing to a
Christian, to a disciple, for we all know from experience that all earthly gain is delusive, shallow.

“Henceforth my chief concern shall be
To live and speak and toil for Thee;
Renouncing every worldly thing,
And safe beneath Thy shelt’ring wing,
My sweetest thought henceforth shall be
That all 1 want | find in Thee.”

We find in life’s experiences that without Christ all is valueless, and sown in vain. Christ taught this very early to His
disciples. When the disciples were told to tarry, after the ascension, many of them could not be inactive indefinitely, so
went back to their fishing profession. We remember the account of how they were fishing all night and caught nothing,
but the risen Lord knew all about this, and being on the shore He called out to His disciples to cast the net on the other
side of the boat. Of course they thought that was a silly thing to say, but just to show how foolish it was they did so;
they thought if there were no fish on one side there would be none on the other. But they got their nets full, and
overflowing. They knew it was the Lord then! So Jesus taught that their success was entirely dependent on whether
they had Him with them or not. So it is with us to-day—"Without Me ye can do nothing,” said Christ. “Abide in Me,
and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in
Me.” John 15:4.

The incentive to enter the School of Christ as a disciple is, as we know, of the Heavenly Father’s invitation—"As
many as the Lord your God shall call.” These are justified believers, who approach the Throne of Grace by a new and
living way. To such God extends the High Calling, inviting them to become sons of God,—”And if children, then
heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with Him, that we may be also glorified



together.”

It is good to remember that when one becomes a disciple of Christ, until he is perfected at the resurrection he is a
novice, and becomes a disciple for the reason that he wants schooling or instruction, that he may become morally and
intellectually to the full stature of Jesus Christ. While novices, we are expected to grow,—”Grow in grace and
knowledge,” and become absolutely qualified for the future service, “as able ministers of the New Covenant.”

The School of Christ may be considered, then, as a school of self-denial and self-sacrifice which would be promoted
by love and maintained by devotion.

“Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.”

Even Christ suffered for us, leaving us an example that we should follow in His steps. It is good to remember the
example He left behind. His words were, “Follow Me.” We must remember that in our flesh we cannot do the things
we would like to do, but it is the New Creature or new mind which is in the School of Christ, and which is being
perfected, being brought into full accord with the Divine will in the likeness of our Lord. We cannot expect to get our
flesh into absolute harmony with the Divine laws because of imperfections, inherited or otherwise. We all know only
too well how the spirit is willing, even when the flesh is weak. That is why Paul could say, “Henceforth know we no
man after the flesh, yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him (so) no more.
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become
new.” 2 Cor. 5:16, 17.

A disciple, then, seeks first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, knowing that all necessities, temporal and
spiritual, will be supplied. These disciples are considered as pilgrims, strangers, and have no earthly inheritance. We
see this illustrated by a type in Israel. The tribe of Levi were cut off from the other eleven tribes and did not possess
any land. This shows that the antitypical Levites, Christians or disciples, would not have any earthly inheritance, but
would forfeit that, give it up, and have the spiritual inheritance.

So we read, “God hath translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son.” This “translating” gives us a thought: we all
represent plants on the earth, and have been uprooted, our earthly roots have been severed as it were, earthly hopes
severed, and now we have been replanted, transplanted or translated. And so God “hath raised us up together, and
made us to sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” Eph. 2:6.

We are in the “Holy” now, feasting on the shewbread, and receiving the light of the candlestick. So we must each
realise that anything earthly we possess must become subservient to our higher interests. We read, “Here we have no
abiding city, but seek one to come,” for our citizenship is in heaven. So we are just sojourning here on this earth.

“I’m a pilgrim, and I’m a stranger—
I can tarry, | can tarry but a night;
Do not detain me, for | am going
To where Life’s waters are ever flowing.”

So we are exhorted, “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the
right hand of God. Set your affections on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid
with Christ in God.” Col. 3:1-3. So if we keep ourselves in the love of God, we must continually plant our affections
on heavenly things, and continually be rooting out the weeds of earthly desires and attractions.

We each find that this walk as a disciple is not an easy one; it is always against natural tendencies, and the natural man
does not understand the motive-power that impels the Christian to go forward and press on toward the goal, but we

read how “the love of Christ constraineth us,” or impels us. Paul could say this very well. He could count all things but
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Jesus Christ. He could also say, “Neither count I my life dear unto myself.”

We should be like Moses who despised earthly gain and Egyptian royalty—"By faith Moses, when he was come to
years, refused to be called the son of Pharoah’s daughter; choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God,
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in



Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompense of the reward.” Heb. 11:24-26.

So, to each of us belongs exceeding great and precious promises, which are, “If we suffer with Christ, we shall also
reign with Him,” and “we shall be glorified together with Him.” We read how Peter left all things, and followed Jesus;
no doubt each of us has done the same.

In the parable of the treasure hid in the field, we learn what our true position should be. According to Matt. 13:44, the
finder of the treasure, realising its value, wanted it for himself, and had such faith that he dispensed with all of his
property in order that he might have sufficient to buy the field which possessed the treasure. So it is with us. We have
to get rid of what we have, so as to become possessors of rich heavenly promises. We have in one way, too, to rid
ourselves of what we have in our earthen vessels. We have to empty ourselves, and be refilled with this treasure that
was in the field, refilled from the heavenly storehouse.

It is only those who appreciate the Divine treasure that will ever possess it. Solomon said, “Buy the truth, and sell it
not.” It is possible to sell it after we receive it. We need to ask ourselves then, What have we given up, or done away
with, so that we can have this treasure? With many of us, perhaps, it has caused us the loss of brother or sister or
mother or father or land or a good name, but it has been worth it, hasn’t it? If we love the present life with its elusive
hopes and prospects, we will certainly labour for the meat which perisheth. If we by faith receive the Gospel offer of
this Age, with the promises of a share in the Kingdom with Christ, then in proportion to our faith -and conviction and
appreciation will be our self-sacrificing zeal to attain the prize; as it is written in the Psalm, “The zeal of thine house
hath consumed me.” “According to thy faith be it unto thee.” So we see the necessity to put Christ first in all things,
and to maintain this attitude right throughout our lives.

See Matt. 10:37-39. This proposition of Christ’s means the cutting off of every other love that would conflict with our
love for Him and our obedience to His will. Our earthly loves should be accounted as nothing in comparison with our
love for the Lord. We should be ready to sacrifice to the Lord’s command every earthly hope, aim, object or anything,
and lay down our lives willingly and gladly. “Our goal is Christ, and Christ alone.”

So we see the terms Jesus sets forth are very different from those made by many who profess to be God’s mouthpieces.
We can see the difficult terms of discipleship, and only those willing to comply with such terms and thus demonstrate
their love and loyalty to God can be entrusted with such great power and glory and immortality which every saint will
gain.

Devotion to the Lord now necessarily means the severing of earthly ties. It means that the followers of Jesus will be
thought a peculiar people, many will think our course strange, radical, unnatural. Hence Paul could say, “We are fools
for Christ’s sake.” But it is only those who can. stand these experiences who will win the crown.

Paul exhorts us in Heb. 13:13, “Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach.” Viewed
from the worldly standpoint, the sacrifice is extremely foolish, and the world will hide their face, as it were, from it,
for it will be offensive to them. Just as they saw no beauty in Jesus Christ, neither will they appreciate any merit in the
sacrifice of the Church. But in the next Age, by beholding the good works of the disciples of the present Age, they will
be able to glorify God.

Adding to the severity of the terms, Jesus declared, “Whomsoever doth not bear his cross cannot be My disciple.”
Cross-bearing, then, is a daily matter, and our crosses are the oppositions of the world, the flesh and the adversary
which conflict with the Divine will as laid down for us in the Lord’s Word. To some, the cross may appear more
burdensome than to others, yet with us all it should be our “reasonable service,” as Paul said in Romans 12:1. All our
trials and difficulties should be esteemed as light afflictions, which are working out for us a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory. Our proper sentiment should always be, “Not my will, but Thine, be done, 0 Lord.” This is
very heart-searching. Christ said to James and John, “Are ye able to drink of my cup, and be baptised with the baptism
that | am baptised with?” They said, “We are able.” The “cup” represents the shame and ignominy connected with His
death. By the Lord’s grace and strength these two disciples were able to share His ignominy and death, and it is the
same with each of us. We are beheaded for the witness of Christ. Each has his portion to share in the great Atonement
sacrifice, and each has a part in the filling up of the afflictions of Christ. Christ said, “Drink ye all of it,” We each have
a share of it, and the cup must be drained to the dregs during this Age, because we know that the restitution blessings
are absolutely dependent upon all this.



It is a great privilege to suffer with Christ. We need zeal for God’s work, that we may be faithful witnesses, earnestly
contending for the faith. We want to be like Jeremiah, saying, “His word was in my heart as a burning fire shut up in
my bones, and | was weary with forbearing, and | could not stay.” Jer. 20:9. We must all realise that it is impossible
for God’s true children to forbear from preaching His word. “Woe unto me if | preach not the Gospel.” We should be
like Jesus Christ who bare witness to the truth.

“I love to tell the story,
It did so much for me,
And that is just the reason I tell it now to thee.”

In Australia we still have the wonderful opportunity of preaching the truth, but we know the night will come wherein
no man can work, but we should keep on preaching the Word to those who have ears to hear. “Blessed is he that

soweth beside all waters.”

There is another point. If it is a joy and privilege to be stewards of earthly things, how much more blessed it is to be
stewards of Divine truth, to be able to discern spiritual truths, the words of life and beauty, and thus be stewards of the
manifold grace of God. We need to appreciate the fact that each disciple is a steward, some to a greater degree and
others to a lesser degree, but nevertheless all stewards.

We read that to every man in Christ is given a measure of the spirit to profit withal, or of which to make use. So we
need not say that we have nothing to use, because each has a measure of the spirit. Each has at least one talent, and we
want to remember, too, that it was the person with only one talent who hid it, and this seems to show that those who
have less talent are more inclined to bury it in earthly things. So we need to make sure that we each are using our
talents.

All disciples should be living witnesses, being known and read of all men with whom they come in contact. No doubt
many of us are slow in speech, like Moses, but we can each hand out a tract and be witnesses that way, even if we
cannot speak. Before God will say, Have rule over five or two cities, He will ask us each to render up our account unto
Him, render our stewardship account, and each will have to answer for himself. Each one will have to be faithful in the
things committed unto him.

Each disciple must push forward in the Narrow Way, each must be determined to render their very all, and be like
Christ, “How am | straitened till it be accomplished.” Luke 12.:50.

Earthly advantages and prospects may prevent some of us from placing all on the altar. “Will a man rob God? Yet ye
have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.” Mal. 3:8. We must realise that we
can rob God, we can keep something back from the altar, like Annanias and Sapphira. We need to be faithful and
ready at any time. The Gospel Age is certainly closing, and we cannot receive the crown if we delay. We do not know,
it might be said, “This night thy soul shall be required of thee.” A mess of pottage may rob any of us of our birthright.
A little laxity of spirit and groping in forbidden paths might make us lose our crown. We see that God desires disciples
who will serve Him in sincerity and truth.

Again, we are reminded to bind the sacrifice with cords, even unto the horns of the altar. We get the thought there that
if the cords are binding the sacrifice down we are rendering our all to the Lord. “God is the Lord, which hath showed
us light: bind the sacrifice with cords, eyed unto the horns of the altar.” Psalm 118:27. Just as Aaron burned incense in
the Holy, and it ascended to God, may the laying our all on the “altar be acceptable to God in the beloved.

2 Cor. 2:15. “For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish: to the one
we are the savour of death unto death; and to the other the savour of life unto life.”

As disciples, one of the qualifications we should have is peace of mind, above all people on earth. We can confidently
leave it all to God, lift up our heads and rejoice, knowing that our redemption draweth nigh and all things are working
together for good. “My peace | leave with you, my peace | give unto you; let not your heart be troubled, neither let it
be afraid.”



We need not worry about the outcome of present world ills, knowing it is in God’s hands, for God is over-ruling as He
has never done before. We just need to keep our eyes on Jesus. Peter tried to walk on the sea, but when he took his
eyes off the Lord he began to sink. Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him, and he was saved. We each do not
want to be overcome with the rough seas that are encircling the earth, but need to fix our eyes on Jesus, and keep hold
of His hand. Christ said He would hold each disciple by His own right hand. We will be safe then.

There is a little story about a boy, which brings in this matter of peace. He was on a long journey, and the night was
dark and the weather rough, and the people in the train thought he would be frightened. Someone in the carriage said,
“Aren’t you afraid, sonny?” He said, “No, | am not afraid. My father is driving this train.” The lesson is there. We
should not be afraid of the world’s trouble. We know that God is driving the “train.” We know that God has supreme
command, and has determined the bounds of man’s habitation.

So we know that although the night around us may be dark and stormy, the Father is always directing all things for our
ultimate good. “In quietness and confidence shall be your strength.” Isa. 32:17, “The work of righteousness shall be
peace, and the effect of righteousness quietness and assurance for ever.” May we, then, with full assurance of faith
press along the Narrow Way that leadeth unto life eternal.

How Hope is Strengthened.
(Contributed.)

HOPE has the thought of trust, confidence and expectation. Faith is the basis of hope; it is the substance of things
hoped for. (Heb. 11:1.) The Psalmist prayed that the word of truth would not be taken out of his mouth, because it
caused him to hope. He goes on to say, “They that fear Thee will be glad . . . because | have hoped in Thy word.”
Again, “My soul fainteth . . . but I hope in Thy word.” (Psa. 119:43, 49, 81.)

Then we have the promise made to Abraham, confirmed to Isaac and again to Jacob, which is a promise of hope for
all.

In Acts 26:6, 7, we find Paul before King Agrippa because of his hope in the resurrection, and he goes on to tell the
king of his conversion and commission to preach, and the reason for his hope, in such language, that the king said,
“Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.” Surely these things, together with the promises of God would
strengthen Paul’s hope and ours also, and make him strong and confident that God would bring to pass all that He has
promised. Encouragement always strengthens.

Hope stands between faith and love; we must have faith before we can have hope and hope maketh not ashamed.

We rejoice in hope of the glory of God and not only so but we glory in tribulations also, knowing that tribulations
worketh patience; and patience, experience; and experience, hope. And hope maketh not ashamed, because the love of
God is shed abroad in our hearts by the holy spirit which is given unto us. We are saved by hope; we rejoice in hope.
Whatsoever things were written afore-time were written for our learning that we through patience and comfort of the
Scriptures might have hope. The promises of God found in the Bible are full of hope for us who have fled for refuge to
lay hold upon the hope set before us, which hope we have as an anchor of the soul both sure and steadfast.

“Christ in you the hope of glory,” is the great mystery made manifest to the saints. “Beloved now are we the sons of
God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that when He shall appear we shall be like Him, and see
Him as He is. And everyone that hath this hope in him purifieth himself.” “If we suffer with Him we shall also reign
with Him,” to uplift and bless all the families of the earth, in fulfilment of the promise made to Abraham, whose seed
we are if we are Christ’s. (Gal. 3:29.)

This hope set before us is like a beacon that lights our pathway and guides us through trials, difficulties, temptations
and tribulations that beset us along the narrow way, the way that our dear Redeemer trod before us, and which we
follow in His steps, looking for that blessed hope of joint-heirship with Him. This will be the consummation of our
hopes. Therefore the experiences through which we pass strengthen our hope in the precious promises of God and add
joy and peace to hope. “Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope
through the power of the holy spirit.” (Rom. 15:13.)



New Booklets.
Our English brethren have two new booklets prepared which we are now able to supply from stock, as follows:

“The Golden Future — Our Hope for years to come.” This is a useful booklet to convey in a general way the wonder-
ful plan of salvation, and is timely for the days in which we live. Containing 36 pages, price 4d. each, or 3 for 10d.
post paid.

“The Promise of His Presence.” This is a helpful booklet on this subject for the brethren, containing articles which
appeared for some months in the “Bible Students Monthly.” Of 92 pages, in paper covers, price 8d. each, or 3 for 1/9,
post paid.

Look Away to Jesus.

Trials are bound to come to all. They may be of such a nature that, to your finite conception, it may mean utter defeat,
but why not look away to Jesus who is most wonderfully able to cause you to surmount the seemingly unsurmountable
difficulties. Faith in Jesus will do the work. He is all-sufficient and all-powerful. He has never yet failed. What, to you,
may seem the hardest, the most trying or perplexing difficulty, will in God’s own good time bring most glorious
victory if you trust Him.

Printed by Hickling & Powell Pty. Ltd., Lygon St., East Brunswick for Berean Bible Institute, Ermington Place, Kew.
Melb. E4.
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Be Strong in the Lord.

(Convention Address.) (Eph. 6:10-18.)

PAUL’S letter to the Ephesians is surely one of the grandest books of the Bible. The presence of deep spiritual truths is
a clear indication that the Church at Ephesus had made good and steady progress in the Christian course. Paul did not
feel obliged to speak to them as unto babes, as had been the case in his writings to the Corinthian church (1 Cor. 3:1,
2).

No, the deep spiritual truths in this letter to Ephesus are such as Paul presents only to the, fully consecrated. The
central theme of his letter is the .New Creation—that the justified, by a consecration of their justified humanity when
accepted of the Lord are begotten of the holy spirit to be new creatures in Christ. For such he says, “Old things have
passed away,” that is earthly hopes, aims and ambitions. Their earthly rights have been surrendered, and instead
heavenly prospects received by faith, and waited for with the expectation that they will be received actually in the First
Resurrection.

The first part of this book to the Ephesians relates to the philosophy of the change from human to spiritual, from
humanity to membership in the New Creation. The last chapters point out the effects of the change, not only on the
New Creature, but upon the mortal body, which the new mind must thereafter hold in control with more and more
decision and ability as it grows stronger in the Lord and in the power of His might. What a grand example of a strong
and stedfast Christian character was Paul! How earnestly he laboured in the cause of Christ! How zealously he grasped
his opportunities for serving the brethren! How fervently he petitioned the Throne of Heavenly Grace that the heavenly
mind might become fixed, that it might be said of each one that Christ dwelleth in our hearts.. (See Eph. 3:14-19).

As an experienced soldier of Christ, Paul well knew that everyone who had enlisted under the banner of the Captain of
our salvation would need strength from above to enable him to gain the victory over the forces of evil. He well knew
that before the end of the way was reached there would be many obstacles to overcome, many battles to fight against
the world, the flesh and the adversary.

He closed his letter, therefore, by exhorting the Christians to put on all the strength they could to meet and overcome
the evils with which they had to contend. He reminds us that it is only by the strength of the Lord we can hope for
victory.

To be “strong in the Lord” is to be strong or courageous in His cause; to feel that He is our strength, and to rely on
Him and His promises. The question arises, then, how can we be strong in the Lord and the power of His might? The
Apostle says that in order to be strong, so that we may withstand the oppositions and trials of the way, we need to put
on the whole armour of God. It will require faith and careful obedience to get this armour and keep it on continually.
The Girdle of Truth.

The first part of the armour brought to our attention by the Apostle is the “girdle of truth.” We are to have our loins



girded with truth. The girdle is necessary to keep the armour firmly fastened to us, and is the emblem of diligence, or
service. Remembering that the various pieces of this armour of God represent the truth in one or other of its
applications to our daily experience, let us consider the significance of the girdle. It is this part of the armour that
seems to symbolise our consecration to the Lord’s service. We are thus reminded that if the truth is to give us proper
protection, we must not hold it selfishly. We must allow the spirit and principles of the truth to so permeate our hearts
and lives that we will feel constrained to tell it to all who have ears to hear the glad message of the truth. Is not this the
reason why the truth is given to us? Are we not the chosen generation to show forth the virtues, the excellencies of
Him who hath called us out of darkness into His marvellous light? (1 Pet. 2:9.)

There are some Christians to-day who seem to think there is nothing more to do by way of witnessing the truth to
others. They seem to think that all that is necessary is to attend to their own upbuilding. What a mistake this is.

They are missing a great blessing. Our experience is that those friends who are enjoying the richest spiritual blessing,
and whose lives give evidence of rich development of the graces of Christian character, are those who are zealously
engaged in the service of truth, telling it to those who have ears to hear the glad message of the coming kingdom. It is
true that our efforts seem not to accomplish very much in these days, and it is not to be expected that we would find
very many grains of wheat, but nevertheless we still have the message of truth to hold out. There are still those around
us who may be comforted, still some who may be mourning in Zion, and still the poor, groaning creation needing the
message of comfort and truth. Yes, the truth is to be used for the blessing of others. As we thus use it, its real value and
glory will become more and more enhanced in our own minds and hearts.

We are not under-estimating the importance of our own development. Far from it; rather our thought would be that our
witnessing to the truth by word and printed page as we have opportunity is one of the very best means by which our
own sanctification will, in God’s providence, be accomplished. “There is that scattereth and yet increaseth, and there is
that which withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty. The liberal soul shall be made fat, and he that
watereth shall be watered also himself.” (Prov. 11:24. 25.)

It is along this line of service for the truth that Paul writes his words of encouragement to Timothy: “Stir up the gift of
God which is in thee .. . . for God bath not given us the spirit of fear, but of power and of love, and of a sound mind.

Thou, therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus, and the things that thou hast heard of me among
many witnesses, the same commit to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.” (2 Tim. 1.7, 8; 2:1, 2.)

Let us not forget that we are servants of the truth; if we would stand in the day of testing and be more than conquerors
it will be because by the Lord’s grace, we have maintained the spirit of our consecration, the spirit of service, the spirit
of Christ. (See Luke 12:35-37; 1 Cor. 15:58; Matt. 25:14-30.)

The Breastplate of Righteousness.

Next we have brought to our attention the breastplate of righteousness. This would seem to have reference not only to
our justification by faith in the blood of Christ, but also to the outcome of that faith, namely, formation of Christian
character. True faith in Christ and loyalty to Him will lead us to put the principles of righteousness, truth and holiness
into our own hearts, our inmost being, “truth in the inward parts.” This is what the Lord wants. It is for this He has
called us; this development of the qualities of true Christlike characters is what is represented by our breastplate, and
which fits us for service. It also serves as a protection against the fiery darts, the bitter words of our enemies

In 1 Thes. 5:8, the Apostle urges that we put on the “breastplate of faith and love.” Here we see there are two parts of
the breastplate. Let us put them both on. Let us hold fast our faith in the righteousness of Christ, and then put on His
character. This implies a rich development of the fruits of the spirit of Christ, namely kindness, patience, love. What a
protection this is to us! We think of Stephen and his beautiful defence of the truth, as we have it there in the seventh
chapter of Acts. It is a wonderful picture of a faithful, loyal soldier of Christ, and what a defence of the truth he gave!
Stephen surely had his breastplate well fastened on, as well as his girdle. He was active in witnessing, but with what
love and patience. How zealous he was to serve the truth, yet how well equipped to present the truth. He prayed as he
was dying, “Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.”

Let us take a lesson from Stephen, that our zeal for the Lord and His truth be such that while even our kindest



presentation of the truth may arouse the opposition of others blinded by the adversary, yet may we have so much love
in our hearts that it may serve as a protection to us, keeping us calm and sweet, even in the severest trouble. If we are
able to overcome evil with good, if when reviled we revile not again, but rather do good and bless, then this will prove
that we have our breastplate properly fixed, and we will all need it. Every consecrated child of God needs his or her
breastplate, whether our warfare is of the public kind like Stephen’s, or whether it is of the more private sort in our
daily lives or more obscure ways of life. We cannot live a happy Christian life without our breastplate. Let us put on
and keep on this great and important part of our armour, the breastplate of faith and love. In other words, let our faith
and love for the Lord be so deep and abiding that we will always have His spirit. Let us be ready to give, when
required, a soft answer that turneth away wrath, as well as refuse to partake of anything that would he contrary to the
known will of the Lord. (Eph. 5:11; 2 Cor. 6, 6, 7.)

The Sandals of Peace.

Next, the Apostle urges the soldier of Christ to attend to the protection for his feet. He speaks of the sandals of peace.
“Having your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace.” If we would be of those who will stand in the day
of testing, if we would preserve a patient, consistent and faithful walk with Christ, we will need to have our “feet shod
with the preparation of the Gospel of peace.” What is the significance of this part of our equipment, and how does our
appreciation of the use of the sandals assist us in our service for the Lord and truth, including the brethren?
Remembering that this armour is only suitable for the fully consecrated, new creature in Christ, we realise that it is
something which must have reference to our spiritual walk. We must be found walking honestly, consistently, not after
the flesh, but after the spirit. Walk in life, in light, and circumspectly, not as other Gentiles walk. Walk by faith, in
wisdom, and humbly before God.

There must be a careful preparation of our own hearts before we can render assistance to others. The truth should
exercise a sanctifying influence on our own lives, making us holy, and it should shine out through our lives to assist in
bringing others to Christ. If we, either as individuals or as a class, should begin to say, “We have a good knowledge of
the truth now, and our efforts to attract new interest do not seem to accomplish anything much, no one seems to want
the truth and anyway it only brings persecution, so perhaps it would be best just to keep quiet, just to enjoy our
meetings ourselves”—if we should adopt this attitude, what do we think would be the result? Would it please the
Lord? Can we imagine the Lord, or Paul, adopting this attitude? Surely not! Surely it would be very displeasing to
Christ, and would probably result in our loss ofjoy of the truth, if not of the truth itself. We should soon become like
the Sardis Christians spoken of in Rev. 3, as having only a name to live. We would soon be quite devoid of spiritual
life. (See Rev. 3:1-3))

Having our feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace will mean careful and continued scrutiny of our words
and ways, seeking to have our hearts in closer accord with the spirit of the gospel of peace. Only then can our service
be acceptable to the Lord. To use another illustration, we must be true diamonds, gladly receiving and beautifully
transmitting to others, both to our brethren and the world around us, the light of truth. This is our mission.

It was for this purpose that our Lord came into the world. (John 18:37.) “If the light that is in thee become darkness,
how great is the darkness,” both to the individual or the ecclesia which loses its light and the world around is deprived
of the blessing of the light.

Let us look well to our sandals. The spirit of Christ, the spirit of the gospel of peace must be permitted to fill our
hearts; this will help us over the rough, hard places and to endure faithfully to the end of our course. It will help us to
be patient and gentle under trial and opposition. (2 Tim. 2:24, 25.)

The Shield of Faith.

“Above all taking the shield of faith.” The word “above” here is the translation of the Greek word “epi” (upon). The
thought is perhaps more correctly conveyed if we use the word “cover”—"to cover all take the shield of the faith.”

The shield of the soldier in Paul’s day provided a protection for the whole body, inasmuch as it could be turned
quickly in every direction. It was attached by straps to the left arm. It was, therefore, a very important part of a
soldier’s armour. Surely the Apostle aptly used “the shield of the faith” to represent the protection that the faith, that is,
confidence in God and in His promise, affords to the believer. How important it is for every Christian to be strong in



faith! The apostles prayed, “Lord, increase our faith,” and so each one of us must cultivate continually a good, strong
faith in God and in His mighty power.

To this end we need to call to mind the many promises and assurances of God’s Word, and to meditate upon the many
examples of faith contained in the Scriptures. A strong faith in God is not only necessary for our own welfare and
progress, but will also be an encouragement to others. What a power there is in example! Let us have a strong shield, a
firm, unwavering confidence in God that nothing can turn aside. Let us hold to our faith, even though we may have to
stand alone. Job said,

“Though he slay me, yet will | trust in Him,” and David’s words were, “l will trust, and not be afraid.” Again, “We
know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to the called according to his purpose.”” We can
therefore wait patiently upon Him, and rest contentedly in His good providence.



The Helmet of Salvation.

This represents the protection for the Christian’s mind, his intellect. A certain amount of knowledge is necessary for
every Christian. Peter tells us that it is through the knowledge of God, that is, His character and plan, that all things
pertaining to life and godliness have been given to us.

In 1 Thes. 5:8, Paul says we should put on “for an helmet the hope of salvation.” It is through God’s Word, the
knowledge of the truth, that we learn His will, and receive instructions concerning our proper course. We need not
only knowledge, but especially wisdom, understanding, so as to use the knowledge aright. How necessary is the spirit
of a sound mind! “Blessed are the pure in spirit,” the humble minded. “God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto
the humble.” “The meek will he guide in judgment.” “The meek will he teach his way.”

We see how right use or exercise of the knowledge of the truth does serve to protect the Christian. God does not give
us the knowledge of the truth so as to show others how clever we are. Paul entreats, “This | say, to every man that is

among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly.” Only as we are little in

our own sight can the Lord use us as instruments of blessing.

The Sword of the Spirit.

“The sword of the spirit, which is the Word of God.” In the hand of the literal soldier, of course, the sword was a
weapon of destruction, but it does not follow that the Christian soldier should go about smiting others with the truth.

It is an offensive weapon, and we must use it to overcome the foes of truth and righteousness in our own hearts and
minds. (See 2 Cor. 10:4, 5.) Our chief work is in ourselves. We must get our own hearts right with God, cleanse
ourselves that we might be vessels fit for the Master’s use. We must get the beam out of our own eye before we can
assist our brethren. (2 Tim. 2:21; Matt. 7:3-5.)

The sword is also a defensive weapon, and we must all stand firmly for the truth. Our Lord faithfully defended the
truth, the Word of God was His defensive weapon. His reply to Satan’s efforts to turn Him aside was, “It is written.”
The Lord lived up to the principles of the Gospel of God, He manifested the Father in His words and actions and
teachings. His skilful use of the sword exposed the false teachings of the Scribes and Pharisees.

Paul himself is another faithful example of a Christian soldier. He used the sword defensively and aggressively. He
said (Phil. 1:17), “l am set for the defence of the gospel.” Surely he fought a good fight, contending

earnestly for the faith under continuous opposition and persecution and imprisonment. Let us each, then, be
courageous in using the sword, first upon ourselves. Let us not shrink when the sword of Divine truth convinces us of
some defect in our own walk or way of thinking. No one is perfect, we all need instruction along some line or other.
Let us be willing, anxious to be taught of God, and to take help and admonition when we need it from one another. Let
us not forget our stewardship in respect of God’s Word, the message of truth.

We must “preach the word, instant in season, out of season” (2 Tim. 4:2). We must “hold forth the word of life in the
midst of a crooked and perverse generation” (Phil. 2:15, 16). We must “exhort one another daily and encourage each
other along the way.”

In conjunction with the armour the Apostle reminds us of the necessity and value of prayer—’’Praying always with all
prayer and supplication in the spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance for all saints.” Someone has said,
“Prayer keeps the Christian’s armour bright.” Prayer is indeed a wonderful privilege; without prayer to God we cannot
expect to have the victory. When we come to God, let us draw nigh in spirit—with the heart, the understanding, the
mind—uwhether the prayer be long or short. Without the spirit of prayer our petitions amount to nothing.

There is a difference, too, between prayer and supplication. The term “prayer” applies to any petition, great or small,
whereas “supplication” means special, earnest desire for something, an entreaty with intense yearning, fervent longing.
But whether it is prayer in the ordinary sense, or supplication, we should always come in the spirit, with an
appreciation of the fact that we are entering into the presence of the great Creator, and that in thus doing we are
enjoying a great privilege.



We should also “watch thereunto with all perseverance, and supplication for all saints.” Watching implies mental
alertness. If we believe that the Lord has indicated that we should pray for the things we need, we should be on the
alert to recognise when we receive them. We should acknowledge them accordingly.

Then, we should be persevering in prayer. Our Lord gives two illustrations of this—Luke 11:5-8 and 18:1-8. We have
the reference there to the importunate widow, who persisted in her request and ultimately got what she wanted. This
shows that God wants us to keep on praying, even when the answer does not seem to come. So this perseverance is
essential in the sight of God. It includes patience, perseverance and interest. The Lord would prove us and develop us,
for He wants us to be positive characters. So the prayer should be in the spirit, from the heart. We should watch
thereunto with perseverance until the Lord can see we have come to that degree of development that will fit us for a
share in the Kingdom. Clad in the whole armour of God we may well “be strong in the Lord and in the power of His
might”; yes, “strengthened with all strength according to His glorious power, unto all patience and long-suffering with
joyfulness (Col. 1:11).

-Fight the good fight with all thy might,
Christ is thy strength, and Christ thy right;
Lay hold on life, and it shall be

Thy joy and crown eternally.

Run the straight race through God’s good grace,
Lift up thine eyes, and seek His face;

Life with its way before us lies,

Christ is the path and Christ the prize.

Cast care aside, lean on thy Guide,
His boundless mercy will provide;
Lean, and thy trusting soul shall prove
Christ is its life, and Christ its love.
Faint not nor fear, His arms are near;
He changeth not, and thou art dear;

Only believe, and thou shalt see
That Christ is all in all to thee.”

Convention Notices.

Adelaide.

As announced last month, the brethren in Adelaide are holding their Annual Convention from Good Friday to Easter
Monday (D.V.), llth to 14th April inclusive, at the R.A.O.B Hall, 48 Flinders Street (near Gawler Place), Adelaide.

Programmes and other information may be obtained from the Secretary, Mrs. H. H. Bartel 10 Forest Avenue East,
Clarence Gardens, Adelaide.

Sydney

The gatherings notified last month to take place from Good Friday to Easter Sunday, 11th to 13th April inclusive, will
be held (D.V.) at Child Study Rooms, 75 Liverpool Street, Sydney.

Further information and programmes may be procured from the Secretary, Mr. J. H. Thompson, 11 Macquarie Street,
Hurstvine, Sydney.

Memorial Services.



Melbourne.—The Memorial of our Lord’s death will be held on Wednesday evening, 9th April, at 8 p.m. (D.V.), at
Excelsior House (3rd Floor), 17 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne.

Adelaide.—On Thursday evening, 10th April, at 8 p.m., the Memorial Service will be held (D.V.) at R.A.O.B. Hall, 48
Flinders Street (near Gawler Place) , Adelaide.

Sydney.—The Memorial will be held in connection with the Convention in Sydney on Good Friday evening (D.V.) at
the address under the Convention notice.

To Readers Overseas.

In view of the fact that mails are now uncertain and fail to arrive from time to time our oversea brethren are advised to
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In Remembrance of Christ, Our Passover.

WHILE the Lord’s true people require no reminder of the significance of the Passover season, inasmuch as they are
ever seeking throughout each year “to keep the feast,” in spirit and truth, yet the loving request of our dear Master on
the night in which He was betrayed and as He instituted the Memorial of His death, to “do this in remembrance of
me,” is so gladly observed at each anniversary by all who regard this celebration as a solemn and sacred privilege in
commemoration of Him, who, “though He were rich, yet for our sakes became poor, that we through His poverty
might be rich.”

As we approach the time of year once again that corresponds to the close of our Lord’s life of sacrifice on earth, our
hearts, then, while ever full of thanksgiving are more particularly lifted up to our loving heavenly Father in responsive
gratitude; firstly, for the gift of our dear Redeemer, “in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness
of sins, according to the riches of His grace,” and secondly, that we should be so highly favoured as to be called unto
the fellowship of His dear Son, both now in walking in His steps of sacrifice and later in association with Him in the
heavenly Kingdom.

It is always helpful in meditating upon the deep significance of our Lord’s Memorial to realise how God so won-
derfully pictured the redemptive work for mankind in the deliverance of His ancient people, Israel, from Egyptian
bondage. It was there that the firstborns of Israel came so prominently into the picture, when, after centuries of
servitude, it was arranged by the Lord that the slaying of the typical Passover lamb and applying of the blood on the
doorways of the homes of the Israelites was the means of sparing the firstborns of Israel, when the same class amongst
the Egyptians were slain, and also prepared the way whereby all Israel successfully journeyed across the wilderness
and through the Red Sea to safety.

The typical lamb which was slain by each household of Israelites and whose blood protected the firstborns within,
during that particular night in Egypt, undoubtedly pictured “the Lamb of God that taketh away the sins of the world.”
However, it is clearly revealed that the whole procedure at that first Passover in Egypt was so arranged that one class,
the firstborns only, needed to be covered by the blood of the typical lamb to save them from death on that eventful
night. So, in the antitype, the Scriptures show that during this Gospel Age, pictured by the one night in Egypt, only the
firstborn class have received full benefit from the sacrifice of Christ, “the Lamb of God”; these only have passed from
death unto life by begetting of God’s holy spirit, following their justification by faith in His blood, having been so
highly favoured on account of their willingness to “follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth.”

Just as all Israel were delivered from Egypt by their great leader, Moses, on the morning following the passing over of
their firstborns, so all mankind will be delivered from this world of sin and death by the greater than Moses, even
Christ and His saints, in the glad morning of the new dispensation, following the complete passing over of all the
firstborns, “redeemed from among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb.”

In view of the fact that the firstborns of this Gospel Age have been comparatively few in number at any time since our
Lord’s first advent and that to these alone are the precious things of God revealed, it is not surprising that much
confusion exists in Christendom concerning the Lord’s Supper. Yet, how beautifully simple are our Lord’s words,
when, following the usual Jewish Passover feast, He took the bread and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” Likewise
the cup—"This is My blood of the new covenant; drink ye all of it.” In explanation, our Lord meant that His followers
should no longer keep -the annual Jewish Passover and kill the literal lamb, but rather the emblems He gave would
represent His body and His blood and by appropriating these to themselves His people would, by faith, be justified in
God’s sight by His perfect humanity offered for their sake. How significant are His words—"This do in remembrance
of Me” (Luke 22:19).

It is from other Scriptures, especially from the writings of Paul, that we see very clearly the secondary or deeper
meaning contained in our Lord’s words, and which explain the true meaning of the term “firstborn.” Just as Christ was
“the firstfruits of them that slept” (1 Cor. 15:20), because of the sacrifice of His perfect humanity and begetting of the
spirit to the new nature, so all who will be members of “Christ the firstfruits” (1 Cor. 15:23), must also sacrifice their
reckoned perfect humanity “a living sacrifice unto God.” So we read in 1 Cor. 10:16, 17—"The cup of blessing which
we bless, is it not the communion (common-participation) of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not
the communion (common-participation) of the body of Christ? For we being many are one bread, and one body; for we



are all partakers of that one bread.” How favoured, indeed, are all who are thus constrained to sacrifice with Christ (2
Cor. 5:14), and being begotten of the holy spirit become members of the “church of the firstborn, which are written in
heaven.” (Heb. 12:23.).

Much has happened in the world since the last Memorial season; some of our dear brethren have finished their earthly
course, and in this we rejoice; others have been through most trying experiences in the war areas, and still others are
having their trials in different ways. To all still walking in the footsteps of Christ, His words would apply— "’ These
things (pertaining to the life of sacrifice) | have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall
have tribulation: but be of good cheer; | have overcome the world” (John 16:33).

While momentous days are no doubt at hand in connection with the closing scenes of this dispensation, how
encouraging is the thought that shortly all the firstborns unto God shall be “passed over,” the “marriage of the Lamb”
having taken place, and with the plagues fully spent upon mankind generally, the glad morning shall dawn, bringing
blessing and deliverance, and only those worthy of death shall be destroyed in the “Red Sea,” the second death.

Whether our brethren be alone in isolated places, or able to gather in twos and threes or larger assemblies, let all take
the opportunity at the anniversary of our Lord’s death of celebrating “in remembrance of Him,” as also indicating their
own pledge to continue walking in His steps of sacrifice, faithful unto death, by His grace and strength.

—Lord, I would follow Thee
In all the way
Thy weary feet have trod;
Yes, if | may,

Help me the cross to bear,
All Thy fair graces wear,
Close watching unto prayer,
Following Thee.-



Constant Obedience.

(Convention Address.)

ON previous occasions it was pointed out how necessary it is to develop completely the elements of Justice and Love.
This developing would be accentuated by obeying our Lord’s new commandment. “A new commandment | give unto
you, that ye love one another as | have loved you.” If we were to love, and that is also to assist and help the brethren to
the extent of sacrifice as He did for us, then we would be developing in our own hearts and minds an appreciation of
justice and love that would be very helpful; and speed up the , development to the greatest possible degree.

Without this sharpening action of enduring persecution for the truth and righteousness, by sacrifice, the process of
developing the required character would not be so rapid. The trials and tribulations that we have to endure as soldiers
of the Cross help us very considerably in our development, and as a result we are made meet for the inheritance of the
saints in light.

Those who in the future age will be required to have the Lord’s law written in their hearts will have a much longer
period of time for their change of heart to take place. During that time it will be necessary for them to learn to love the
Lord perfectly, to desire His character and to develop it; that is, along the lines ofjustice and love—to love the Lord
their God with all their heart, mind, soul and strength, and to love their neighbours as themselves. The thought of
loving their neighbour as themselves is emphasised in the Golden Rule.

In our association with this Rule we should ever bear in mind our Lord’s words, that if we love them that love us, what
thanks have we. This would indicate that in our operation of this rule we should take the initiative and not depend on
others doing good toward us in the first place and then we would reciprocate, but rather we should bless those that
curse us and do good to those who despitefully use and persecute us. It is not what people may do to us, but what we
may be thinking and doing to them, that is of great importance to us.

That is one way in which the meeting together and associating with one another would help to develop our hearts and
lives in that very necessary element of character.

Then, the more we come into contact with brethren, also the worldly, the greater is the friction that exists, and if we
receive these trials and tribulations in the right way, we are developing along the right lines, being rightly exercised by
the experiences that come upon us, just as the chiselling of precious stones is necessary that they should shine forth in
their purity and brightness.

So we come to the thought that while we are associated with disobedience in, the world at the present time, we are
assisted to develop obedience in our own hearts quickly, if we receive it in the right way. Now we read that “The
wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” The gift of life, of course, is
dependent upon our obedience. We remember that in the Garden of Eden Adam was disobedient, and although it may
seem a very small transgression to disobey in such a small manner, yet the great penalty that came upon Adam was
death. Adam had been disobedient and the sentence was, “Dying thou shalt die.”

Adam represented the whole human race, and all down through the ages disobedience has been growing to a more or
less extent; at first there was the sowing and since then the crop has been growing—increasing and increasing right
through the period from Adam until the present time. Now, what is the position evident in the world at present? We
see national anarchy much before us. There is disobedience as far as nations are concerned. One nation has overrun
other nations, without thought for their rights as individuals or nations. The whole intention seems to be to gain power,
with the thought that if they can overrun the world they will have sufficient power and authority to bring all mankind
to their feet to serve them for their own aggrandisement, just as happened in other great empires that have passed away
in times gone by. It is evident that in the case of Babylon, Greece and Rome they used their power for their own
national

glory, and at the present time the same thought is evident in the nations. As far as Germany is concerned her avowed
intention is to use her conquered people as slaves for the aggrandisement of herself.

The present international anarchy is but one step towards complete anarchy among the whole human race. We have
had brought to our attention in recent years very many instances of anarchy in the sense that treaties that have been



signed have been treated as scraps of paper. There is no restraint put upon nations if they have the power, or think they
have, to cast aside the obligations and take advantage of those who are less prepared to defend themselves. This is
anarchy in an international sense.

Now, the Bible pictures conditions that will exist throughout the world in a similar way, indicating that every man’s
hand will be against his neighbour, and against his brother, that a man’s foes shall be those of his own household, that
brother would give up brother, or the son the father, or any, other relatives, so that they themselves might receive
temporal benefit. This state of affairs would be anarchy or disobedience in the extreme. It is the harvest in a
community sense, of Adam’s first act of disobedience.

It is evident that anarchy is developing to a more or less extent in the minds of the people at the present time. They
disregard law, as indicated by the increase of wickedness throughout the world, and it is brought to our minds by Jesus
that “iniquity shall abound” (Matt. 24:12) as the Kingdom draws near. Jesus also said, “Will He find faith on the
earth?” at His return. “Men shall be lovers of themselves rather than lovers of God.”

So is brought to us a great object lesson of the necessity of developing in our hearts ‘and minds a sincere love for God,
and a desire to measure up to His requirements. We should be followers of Christ in that we delight to do the Father’s
will, even to the extent of sacrifice and death, even the ignominious death that He endured, that of the Cross, when
men accounted His goodness as being evil.

We see here the obedience of Jesus being tested to the greatest possible degree, and we remember He said that the
servant is not above his master, and so we should ever be prepared to learn obedience in the same manner as. He. By
being afflicted and suffering for righteousness sake our obedience to the principles of truth and righteousness would be
firmly and quickly established. We remember our Lord’s temptation in the wilderness, that He was tempted and tried
in all points like as we are, yet without sin. Then we have the Apostle’s words, that “We glory in tribulation also,
knowing that tribulation worketh patience; and patience, experience; and experience, hope; and hope maketh not
ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the holy spirit that is given unto us.” Note also the
words of Jesus in Matt. 5:11, 12.

The thought of constant obedience is emphasised when we consider the laws of the land in which we live. Now the
over-riding authority is the Federal Government; then we have the State Governments, and there are also local
governments, and governing bodies such as the railways and tramways etc. All these have laws which must be obeyed.
These laws are made for the simple working of social intercourse generally, and for the betterment of the nation in a
social way. Some of these laws, of course, apply only locally; others are more general, and others embrace the whole
Commonwealth. In our association with the powers that be, it is necessary for us to constantly obey these laws, or we
meet with the limb of the law. On being called upon to give an account of any disobedience, we are hailed before the
Court and penalised as is thought proper according to the measure of disobedience.

I wish to emphasise here, that it is necessary for us to constantly obey these laws. It is not sufficient that we obey them
for a day or a week or a year, but should do so throughout the entire period of our association with them. While we are
dealing with the railways we must be subject to the by-laws that govern them; while we are in any particular local
governing area, we must be subject to the by-laws operating there. And the same thing applies as far as Federal and
State laws are concerned; in all these things it is necessary for us to constantly be on guard lest we infringe the law.

A similar procedure operates as far as God’s law is concerned. There is the supreme law that we have to observe all
the time; this is given by God Himself in the Commandments. “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
mind, soul and strength, and thy neighbour as thyself.” That this is God’s requirement alone is shown in the text,
“What doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with thy God?” There is a
wealth of meaning in these words, and they embrace all that is necessary as far as our dealings with God are
concerned, covering also our dealings with mankind, that we should love mercy, desiring for ourselves mercy of God.
In walking humbly with God it is to be our object always to be in that attitude of heart wherein we can worship God as
being the Giver of every good and perfect gift, and so have that humble attitude of heart that is necessary for the
correct appreciation of all His requirements.

Then Jesus elaborated this law that God requires us to keep, and He also gave us a new commandment, “That ye love
one another as | have loved you.” This was not given in God’s law in the first place, but is an added requirement for



those who would run in the race for the prize held out at the present time.

After our Lord we have the exhortations given by the Apostles to help us in understanding and keeping the perfect
Law of Love. They elaborate those principles, and are very necessary to us, so that we may be more particular in our
observance of the commandments that were given to us by God and by Christ.

At the present time we have the by-laws, as we might term them, of the Ecclesias for their own good government, and
the establishment of law and order among themselves. If we have a complete appreciation of all these things it may
help us to develop within ourselves constancy in love and justice more and more completely.

It would be well for us to consider the development of character in association with constancy, being constantly
obedient. Let us consider the exhortation, “Let your moderation be known unto all men.” (Phil. 4:5). Always having
this before our minds would help us to develop the spirit of a sound mind. It is not in the best interests of a Christian to
have the highest sentimental feelings at one moment and then to be depressed to the lowest degree later. So if we strive
to be moderate in all things, not only in the individual but in our general outlook in life, it will help us to attain that
even balance of Christian character that is necessary to permit us to exhibit justice at all times. If we are carried away
by the experiences of the moment we might be tempted under some circumstances to be unjust; then, if we are
depressed and do not try to be moderate in our feelings at another time, again justice and love might be infringed and
we would be doing injury rather than doing good. It would be a very good idea if we could divert our exuberance of
spirit into a reservoir for practical use at some future time when it would be needed, just as the waters of an
overflowing river are used to water the desert and bring forth desired blessings at will.

Not alone should we be moderate, or sober, regarding our outlook in life, but also in our judgment of others. This
implies the necessity on our part of seeing both sides of a question before coming to a decision. Alas! how prone we
are to judge on half, or less, of one side, without taking the trouble to look at matters from another’s viewpoint, or even
looking at them from God’s standpoint. It would be hard indeed for us to determine whether another’s actions were
intended to be wrong, or were the result of a biassed outlook due to the frailty of fallen human nature. How deceptive
is the flesh! It delights to go the easy way of imputing evil to the pure, and justifies its action by saying, “I heard it on
good authority,” whereas only one part or side was heard. We all do well to heed the Master’s words in Matt 7:1, 2.
What a reminder this is that we should be moderate,, we might also say generous, in passing sentence upon others.

But while we are thus being ever obedient to the precept of our Master regarding others, the scrutiny of our own hearts
should be remorseless—"Purge out the old leaven,” says the Apostle Paul in 1 Cor. 5:7, and again, “Though our
outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.” 2 Cor. 4:16, 17. We see, then, the necessity of being
ever on the alert lest we fall into the temptation of judging others too harshly and ourselves too lightly.

“Constant obedience!” How necessary for us, that we may be overcomers, yea, more than overcomers through Him
who loved us and gave Himself for us. It develops our characters along the right lines. By being tried in the fire the
gold is purified, the silver is refined; by enduring hardness or privation the good soldier is proved. By submitting to the
chiselling process the temple stones are prepared for a useful edifice, and by purging ourselves from iniquity we are
made vessels for the Master’s use. It is not by ourselves or in our own strength that we are able to be overcomers, but
we have access to all the required assistance, and are urged to make the utmost use of it. To the Apostle Paul when he
sought the removal of his thorn in the flesh the Lord said, “My grace is sufficient for thee, for my strength is made
perfect in weakness.” 2 Cor. 12:9. How often do we sing

“Precious promise God bath given To the weary ones who try Treasure to lay up in heaven ‘I will guide thee with mine
eye'1 [

Then, there are the examples of the prophets of old (read Heb. 11:32-40), not forgetting Him who left us an example
that we should follow in His steps. (1 Pet. 2:2125). Also, we are assured that the angel of the Lord encampeth round
about them that fear Him, and delivereth them (Psa. 34:7). Jesus says of them that they “do always behold the face of
My Father in Heaven” (Matt 18:10).

So, dear friends, let us apply ourselves well to this lesson, not alone in the ways that have been mentioned, but in every
sense in which we may encounter the opposition of the world, the flesh, and the adversary, that we may be perfected in
our obedience to Him who will reward us at the appearing of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.






Booklets Reprinted.

“God and Reason,” originally produced by our U.S.A. brethren, has how been printed in our office to supply local
needs. In paper covers, 64 pages, this booklet is very helpful for general witness work. Single copies 5d., two for 9d.,
or 4/3 per doz., post paid. Special rates for quantities without postage.

“Hell, Death, Spiritism,” has been recently reproduced, and will be found most instructive on the particular subjects. In
improved paper cover, 24 pages, price 4d. per copy, four for 1/2, or 3/3 per doz.. post paid.

God’s Best Gift.

A new supply of this little book for children is now on hand. It is nicely illustrated, and conveys the truth of God’s
Plan of the Ages in an interesting manner. Containing 30 pages, it is a nice addition to the larger book, “The Ten
Camels.” With bright paper covers, title in gold, at 1/- per copy, and special rates for quantities.

The same story, in smaller size without illustrations, at 4d. each, and three for 1/-.

Two Parable Booklets

“Parables of the Kingdom,” is the title of a booklet recently produced by our English brethren. It contains a short
explanation of six of our Lord’s parables, as follows:— “The Wheat and the Tares,” “The Great Supper,” “The Ten
Virgins,” “The Pearl of Great Price,” “The Rich Man in Hell,” and “The Sheep and Goats.” Containing 29 pages it will
be found a helpful little book for the brethren, or for passing on.

“Some of the Parables” is well known to most of our readers. Containing 90 pages in explanation of a number of our
Lord’s parables and an article on “What Shall be the Sign of Thy Presence and of the End of the World?” it is a most
useful booklet on these subjects.

The above booklets are supplied at 10d., the two; and three copies of each for 2/3, post paid.

British Israel Bookilet.

A very helpful booklet on the above subject, written by an Israelite, is now ready for distribution. All interested in this
matter should enquire for this clear explanation of the whole subject.

Scripture Art Calendar for 1941.

Should any of our friends desire copies of the above Calendar at this time, we can procure them if word is sent in right
away. The price is reduced to 1/- each, plus the postage. These are similar to those supplied last year.

Printed by Hickling & Powell Pty. Ltd., Lygon St., East Brunswick for Berean Bible Institute, Ermington Place, Kew,
Melb. E4.
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The Passover Memorial.
(The following Memorial Address is printed by request).

NOW the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh which is called the Passover.” Such is the sacred narrative announcing
the last Passover Supper of which our Lord partook. Once more we have the Passover with us. It is in some respects
the most hallowed occasion of the year, observed by disciples of Christ as a Memorial and celebration of their
Master’s sacrificial death, and of their participation with Him in that death in hope of the glory to follow.

Amongst the Jews the term “passover” was frequently applied as the name of a festival week, otherwise called the
Feast of Passover, beginning on the 15th day of Nisan. But we should not confound this with the frequent references to
the Passover found in the Scriptures when the word “feast” is not used, which generally refers to the lamb that was
Killed, the Passover. For example we read, “Then came the day of unleavened bread when the Passover must be
killed.” Again Jesus sent disciples to inquire of a friend, “Where is the guest chamber where | may eat the Passover
with My disciples?” We read again, “And they made ready the Passover.” When the Master sat down with the
disciples to eat of the lamb, He said, “ With desire | have desired to eat this Passover with you before | suffer: For |
say unto you, | will no more eat thereof until it be fulfilled in the Kingdom of God.”

While the Jews still apparently think more of the Passover week than of the Passover lamb, the spiritual Israelites on
the contrary and in harmony with the example of our Lord and the Apostles have special respect for the lamb, which
typified the “Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world,” and under whose blood of sprinkling we, who now
believe, namely the “Church of the Firstborn,” are passed over or spared in advance of the world.

It is again the great question of atonement, redemption, and deliverance, that comes before us as we gather at the table
of the Lord. The Passover lamb reveals primarily the Divine method of dealing with sin, of satisfying the claims of
Justice against our race. Typically this was the great question on the evening of the fourteenth day of the first month,
namely, how can God exempt from judgment, and receive into His favor, those whom His holiness condemns? To this
most solemn question, there was but one answer that would satisfy the demands of the God of holiness, and that was
the blood of the lamb of His own providing. “When 1 see the blood, I will pass over you.” This settled the all-
important question. It was one of life or death, of deliverance or judgment. The blood-sprinkled door-post was a
perfect answer to all the claims of holiness, and to all the need of the congregation.

Israel was now at peace with God, a sheltered, saved, and happy people, though still in Egypt, the land of death and
judgment. God was now pledged to deliver Israel—precious type of the perfect security of all who are trusting in the
blood of Christ. They were securely and peacefully feeding on the roasted lamb, when “at midnight, the Lord smote all
,the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on his throne, unto the firstborn of the captive
that was in the dungeon and all the firstborn of cattle. And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he and all his servants and all
the Egyptians; and there was a great cry in Egypt; for there was not a house where there was not one dead.” (Exod.
12:29, 30.) “But against any of the children of Israel shall not a dog move his tongue, against man or beast; that ye
may know how that the Lord bath put a difference between the Egyptians and Israel.” (Exod. 11:7.)



Redemption being now accomplished, and Israel divinely prepared, they commence their journey. But, observe, in
passing, how they start. Before taking one step, every question between the conscience and God is divinely settled.
They are forgiven, justified, and accepted, in His sight. Hence, it is written, “When Israel was a child, then | loved
him, and called My son out of Egypt.” (Hosea 11:1.) Blessed type of the real condition in which every true believer
begins his Christian course. He may not see this blessed truth, or he may have a very feeble apprehension of it, as
Israel had, but that does not alter the fact. God acts according to His own knowledge of the relationship, and the
affections which belong to it. We see this, in the glorious deliverance of His beloved people at the

Red Sea, in the manna from heaven, the water from the rock, and in the pillar of His presence, which accompanied
them in all their wanderings. He ever acts according to the purposes of His love, and the value of the blood of Jesus.

Observing in the type the slain lamb, its blood, sprinkled upon the doorposts and lintels of the home, and the flesh
eaten with bitter herbs, we apply this in the antitype and see Christ as the real lamb, see that His blood sprinkled upon
our hearts cleanses them from a consciousness of evil and gives us an assurance of our being passed over, of our being
spared, of our being granted life through His blood. This sprinkling represents our justification by faith; and the
subsequent eating of the lamb with bitter herbs finds its place in the antitype in our consecration, in the bitter
experiences and trials which the Lord provides for us and which help to wean our affections from earthly things and
increases the appetite and encourages us to partake more and more abundantly of the Lamb. All who believe the
testimony, all who trust in the precious blood, are passed over; and more than this, are expecting a great deliverance of
all who love God, who desire to do Him reverence and service. As many as thus believe, realise themselves pilgrims
and strangers under present conditions, looking for a better country, even the heavenly Canaan. All this was
represented in typical Israel, for while eating the lamb on that night .of the Passover they stood staff in hand, girded for
a journey. Likewise the Lord’s faithful today have no continuing city, but set their affections on things above—the
heavenly city, the new Jerusalem, the Kingdom of God.

From experience we gather that it is much more impressive and inspiring to celebrate an important matter on its
anniversary—to recall the deeds and words and looks, and place ourselves with the chief actors of that greatest of all
dramas which nineteen centuries ago ended at Calvary. It is always an inspiration to the devout follower of the Lord to
bring before his vision the general picture of that first solemn Supper instituted by the Saviour. As one has written
concerning that sacred evening:—”It was towards the evening, probably when the gathering dusk would prevent all
needless observation, that Jesus and His disciples walked from Bethany, by that old familiar road over the Mount of
Olives, which His sacred feet were never again destined to traverse until after death. How far they attracted attention,
or how it was that He, whose person was known to so many—and who, as the great central figure of such great
counter-agitations, had, four days before, been accompanied with shouts of triumph, as He would be, on the following
day, with yells of insult —could now enter Jerusalem unnoticed with His followers, we cannot tell. We catch no
glimpse of the little company till we find them assembled in that “large upper room”—perhaps the very room where
three days afterwards the sorrow-stricken Apostles first saw their risen Saviour—perhaps the very room where, amid
the sound of a rushing mighty wind, each received power from on high with Pentecostal blessing.”

Apparently it was just when the regular Jewish Passover Supper was ended that our Lord instituted the Memorial, as it
is recorded—"When the hour was come they sat down to eat the Passover.” And Jesus said unto the disciples, “With
desire | have desired to eat this Passover with you before | suffer; For I say unto you, | will not any more eat thereof,
until it be fulfilled in the Kingdom of God.” Doubtless He longed to have them understand how it would begin to be
fulfilled a little later on in that very day by the slaying of the real Lamb.

Probably one reason why He specially desired to eat this Passover with them was that He there designed breaking the
truth of its significance to them, to the extent that they could receive it; for, “As they did eat, Jesus took bread, and
blessed, and brake it, and gave to them, and said, Take, eat: this is My body.” “This is My body which is given for
you: this do in remembrance of Me.” “And He took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, Drink ye all of it; This cup is
the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you.” We cannot doubt that the design of the Master was to call their
minds from the typical lamb to Himself, the Antitype, and to show them that it would be no longer proper to observe a
feature of the Law which He was about to fulfil. And the bread and wine were to be to them, thereafter, elements
which, as a remembrancer of Him, would take the place of the typical lamb. Thus considered there is force in the
words, “This do in remembrance of Me” — no longer kill a literal lamb in remembrance of a typical deliverance, but
instead, use the bread and wine, representative of My flesh and life, the basis of the real deliverance, the real passing
over. Hence, let as many as receive Me and My words henceforth—"Do this in remembrance of Me.”



Taking our Lord’s words in their simple obvious sense, how beautiful is their lesson. Unleavened (pure) bread
henceforth would at this Memorial represent our Lord, the Bread from heaven, of which we may eat and have
everlasting life. But this “bread” must be “broken” in order to be appropriated. And so we see that it was necessary not
only for our Lord to come from heaven as the “Bread,” but necessary also that He be broken in death—sacrificed for
our sins—ere we could appropriate His merit and enjoy everlasting life.

The “fruit of the vine” was also introduced as an portant part of this Memorial of our Lord’s loving sacrifice. He
explained that it represented His blood—"The blood of the New Covenant, shed for many for the remission of sins.”
What a reminder this is of the ransom-price necessary and secured on behalf of the sins of the world. The broken bread
taught a part of the lesson, the “cup” taught the remainder of it.

The Lord’s disciples must, by faith, partake of, “appropriate,” both the “bread” and the “cup,” or they cannot be one
with Him. More than this: the Apostle shows that there is another subsequent view of this Memorial. We who thus eat
and drink—who thus partake of our Saviour’s merits—are reckoned in with Him as His “members,” as His “Body,”
being broken and our lives sacrificed in His service, under His direction are counted as a part of His sacrifice. The
Apostle’s words are: “The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion (common union) of the blood of
Christ? The loaf which we break, is it not the common union of the Body of Christ? For we, being many are one loaf,
and one Body, because we are all partakers of that one loaf (Christ).”

The drinking of the Lord’s Cup by the Church represents our participation in the sufferings of Christ in the present
time. None shall be a member of the Body of the great Mediator of the New Covenant unless he comes in now under
the proper terms. The drinking of the blood, then, is the sharing of the Cup. For if we drink not of His Cup, neither
shall we share with Him in His glory. He said, “Drink ye all of it.” All must drink, and the entire Cup must be drained
during this Age.

It is a very great privilege that we are permitted to have a share in the sufferings of Christ. We see that our beloved
Lord drank of the bitter Cup to its dregs, and did so thankfully. And we are to remember that He gave the Cup to us,
that we shall all drink of it. “If we suffer (with Him), we shall also reign with Him” We shall participate in the
inauguration of the New Dispensation, and in dispensing its blessings.

On the occasion of the institution of the Memorial of His death, the Master said, “But | say unto you, I will not drink
henceforth of the fruit of the vine until that Day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s Kingdom.” Our Lord was
here contrasting the two great Days already referred to—the Day of suffering and the Day of glory. This Gospel Age
has been the Day of suffering; the Millennial Age will be the Day of glory, and is especially,. spoken of as “the Day of
Christ.”

The fruit of the vine, the literal cup, represents two thoughts. The cup of wine is produced at the cost of the life of the
grape. The grape loses its own individuality. The juice is pressed out, and thus the fruit of the vine is made ready for
use. “Whosoever will save his life shall lose it.” We are to lay down our lives in the Divine service. We are to submit
ourselves to the crushing experiences, to be obliterated as humans and to become new creatures. So we joyfully accept
the invitation to drink of His Cup. The cup of wine—the juice of the grape—represents, however, not only the
crushing of the grape, but also the exhilaration that comes as the result. So in our drinking of this literal cup. To us it
symbolises our Saviour’s sufferings and death, and our own participation with Him in these sufferings. But wine also
represents joy, gladness, and is thus used in the Scriptures. So, in the sense in which the Lord used the words, “fruit of
the vine,” in the text just quoted, it represents the joys of the Kingdom.

After the institution of the Memorial Jesus went out into the Mount of Olives in company with the eleven. It is
believed that the passage was made at midnight across the Kedron and up the slopes of Olivet into the garden of
Gethsemane. It seems that the Saviour realised that He was entering this place for the purpose of fighting a great battle
that was to win for Him the victory of Calvary; for out of this agony Jesus stepped calm and strong for the final hour,
and herein is a great lesson for His followers: We must win our battles before we come to them, in secret prayer and
gathered strength.

We observe that the Master realised that His hour of betrayal and fierce temptation was close at hand; He first
comforted, counselled, and prayed for and with His disciples, and then His next strong impulse was to seek a solitary



place for prayer and communion with God that He might find grace to help in this time of sore need. He wanted to see
full and clear the light of His Father’s face before He stepped into the final darkness. He sought to fall into perfect
submission to the will of God and feel the assuring, sustaining power of His omnipotence; He knew full well that He
could then bear the cross. And dear friends, have not all true followers of Christ realised that prayer is the highest
preparation for every duty and burden? It quiets the soul and clears the vision so that the path of truth and duty can be
seen. In entering any Gethsemane let us enter through the gate of prayer, and then we can endure the agony and may
be able to come out calm and strong.

Leaving all but Peter, James and John at the entrance of the Garden, as a sort of outer guard against the sudden
intrusion of His betrayer upon His last hour of prayer, He advanced with the three—the three in whose ardent natures

He seemed to find the most active and consoling sympathy—and with an earnest appeal to them to watch and pray, He
left them and went about a stone’s throw beyond.

All realise that sympathy has a wonderful power to lighten burdens. Solitary suffering is doubly hard to bear. It gives
us a sense of unsupported and forsaken loneliness that kills all courage and fills us with despair. The presence of a
friend rallies our energies and inspires us with new life. We may reasonably suppose that it was the simple presence of
these chosen disciples that Jesus wanted, not their talk. There was nothing they could say to Him that would help Him;
but their watchful waiting near by would help Him. The best sympathy is not that which is most talkative and fussy.
The silent presence, the sympathetic tear, the thoughtful, helpful act,- these go deeper. There are chambers of sorrow
in which voluble speech is an impertinence and silence is soothing to the soul.

Under the trees of Olivet, the Master has a good chance to think over the sequence of events that were to culminate on
Calvary. The grass was cool and sweet to Him; the air was balmy and mild. The heavens of that night with all their
gleaming brilliance betokened the love-light of His Heavenly Father which seemed as though it were bestowing a
silent blessing upon His head. It was a time when lovers walk about in the joy of youth; but He, the greatest lover of all
time—the lover of God and righteousness and truth walked alone, for the disciples had been left behind. And there, in
that mighty temple of nature, Jesus had the final conflict of His earthly career. Knowing what was coming, He prayed,
“0 My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me: nevertheless, not as | will, but as Thou wilt.” (Matt. 26:39,
42))

How much depended upon the Lord’s fortitude in that awful hour, awaiting the certain arrival of His betrayer and His
persecutors maddened with hate and full of the energy of Satan. Oh, how the destinies of the world and of Himself
seemed to tremble in the balances! Even the perfect human nature was not equal to such an emergency without Divine
aid, therefore it was that He offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto Him who was able
to save Him from death,—by a resurrection. The necessary comfort was provided, as foretold by the prophet Isaiah,

“Behold My servant whom | uphold, Mine elect, in whom My soul, delighteth .. . . I, the Lord, have called Thee in
righteousness, and will hold Thine hand, and will keep Thee (from falling or failure) and give Thee for a covenant of
the people, for a light of the Gentiles . . . . He shall not fail nor be discouraged.”

Then, though the cup might not pass from Him, His prayer was heard and a special ministry from God strengthened
Him. Just how, we know not, but probably by refreshing His mind with the precious promises and prophetic pictures
of the coming glory, which none of His disciples had sufficiently comprehended to thus comfort Him in this hour
when the gloom of thick darkness settled down upon His soul. It was Jehovah’s hand upholding Him, according to His
promise, that He might not fail nor be discouraged.

The result of that blessed ministry was a reinforced courage which commands the deepest admiration. With His eye of
faith upon the glorious victory of truth and righteousness, when He should see of the travail of His soul and be
satisfied—satisfied with the eternal joy and blessedness of a redeemed world, with the welcome and wealth of the
Father’s blessing, and the love and gratitude of every loyal creature in heaven and in earth—yes, comforted and
encouraged thus with a realising sense of the rewards of faith and faithful endurance to the end, He could now calmly
and even courageously, go forth to meet the foe. Yes, this was the victory by which He overcame, even His faith, and
so we also are to overcome.

He had passed beyond the need of His disciples help. His victory was won. The cross was already as good as behind
Him. With calm courage that feared no evil, with masterful faith that scattered the darkness of Calvary, He said, “Rise



up, let us go; lo, he that betrayeth Me is at hand.” Mark His calm, dignified fortitude, as He addresses Judas and the
Roman soldiers, and its effect upon them. They were so overpowered with the grandeur and nobility of this wonderful
man that they could not have taken Him had He not voluntarily placed Himself in their hand. Notice, too, His kind
consideration for the bewildered and weary disciples, and His loving excuse for them, “The spirit truly is willing, but
the flesh is weak,” and His request to the Roman soldiers at the time of His arrest that they might be permitted to go
their way, that so they might escape sharing in His persecutions. So through all the trial and mocking, and finally the
crucifixion, His courage and solicitude for the welfare of others never failed.

Let the curtain go down on Calvary, on the darkness of the reeling crosses, on the death of God’s beloved Son, the
great antitypical passover Lamb. Let it go down on the weeping women, on the disciples, on the Roman soldiers and
on the cruel Pharisees and scribes. Then let it rise on the glorious morning of His resurrection, when a mighty angel
had rolled away the stone from the tomb, and said to those who came to embalm the body, “Why seek ye the living
among the dead? He is not here, but is risen.”

How the Christian feeds on these events—the death and resurrection of Jesus! They are the very essence of life and
power at the present time, just as they have been for nearly two thousand years. The feast that God has provided
through His Son is to be eaten with unleavened bread—the bread of pure truth—and with bitter herbs of persecution.
This feast has continued throughout the Gospel Age.



-A broken loaf—a cup of crimson wine,

On snowy table laid,

Ah! emblems these of wondrous sacrifice—
The costly price He paid!

That precious body, broken once for me,

That precious blood once spilt

For me, that | through Him might be made free,
Aye, free—from death and guilt!

And has this broken loaf, this crimson wine,
A further meaning still?

Ah yes, through grace | am a part of Him,
His sufferings to fulfil.

My body to be broken with my Lord,
My blood with Him be shed,

And as | die with Him, with Him | live,
My ever glorious Head.

“Let a man examine himself’ says the Apostle; let him see to it that in partaking of the emblems he realises them as the
ransom-price of his life and privileges; and furthermore that he by partaking of them is pledging himself to share in the
sufferings of Christ and to be broken for others. Through lack of proper appreciation of this Memorial, which
symbolises not only our justification, but also our consecration to share in the sufferings and death of Christ, the
Apostle says, “Many are weak and sickly among you and many sleep.” The truth of this remark is evident; a failure to
appreciate and a losing sight of the truths represented in this Supper, are the cause of the weak, sickly, and sleepy
condition of many in the Church.

Nothing so fully awakens and strengthens the saints as a clear appreciation of the atoning work of our Lord and their
share with Him in His sufferings and sacrifice in behalf of humanity. “Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat
of that bread and drink of that cup.” These words are not to be taken in the sense of a discouragement by any sincere
follower of the Master, but rather in the sense of impressing the solemnity and depth of meaning that should always be
associated with the partaking of the emblems. Far from discouraging any who desire to walk in the Master’s footsteps
His own words are sufficient—"Come unto Me. . . . Take my yoke upon you, for My yoke is easy and my burden is
light.-

Let us never forget that unless we partake of His Cup, unless we are immersed into death with Him, we can have no
share in His kingdom of glory; we can never sit with Him in His throne. Let us then, count all the things of this earth
as loss and dross that we may attain this Pearl of Great Price. As the experiences of our consecrated way come to us,
let us not be afraid, nor “think it strange concerning the fiery trials that shall try us” for even “hereunto were we

called,” to suffer for our beloved Master now, and by and by be glorified together with Him in the Kingdom eternal!

Let us also at this time take warning as well as encouragement, not only from our dear Lord’s life of sacrifice, but also
from the lives of the Apostles who were with Him for the greater part of His earthly sojourn. We might particularly
think of three; in the first place how sad is the case of Judas; we all know the terrible result of the secret, selfish desire
of the natural heart which allowed Satan to fully enter, as exhibited finally in the betrayal of his Master for thirty
pieces of silver, and that with a kiss. We may be sure that the details of Judas’ act in this way, being recorded by the
four Evangelists, is so arranged as a lasting lesson for all the Lord’s People. Oh, how we each need to keep our hearts
with great diligence, to preserve our first love for the Lord, for if our hearts are right and we make mistakes, which we
are all prone to do, we shall soon be restored to the Lord’s favor and find grace and strength to be on guard against any
weaknesses in the future. Such was the case with Peter; his heart was right, and after the acknowledgment of his denial
of His Master and receiving the necessary admonitions, we find that he was recovered and re-established in the Lord’s
favor and confidence. The recording of Peter’s denials and subsequent forgiveness of the Lord has undoubtedly been a
very great help to many Christians who have been overtaken in a fault, and then sought the Lord’s forgiveness with the
result that, as with Peter, they have realised much strengthening of character, with greater determination to serve the
Lord faithfully in all the days ahead.



Then we think of loving John, the one with whom the Lord seemed to have most fellowship of the twelve; he was ever
alongside his Master, even to following him to the judgment hall, and also to Calvary’s hill, and where from the cross
his Lord commended the caring of His earthly mother to his charge. Oh, that we might be more like loving John,
tender-hearted, affectionate, and fully devoted to our Lord, willing, yes cheerfully rendering our all so fully, so
completely to Him, to whom we belong, since we have covenanted to follow in His steps, and then willing to be used
in the interests of His people and cause as He may direct.

Saviour, Thy dying love,
Thou gavest me,

Nor would | aught withhold
Dear Lord from Thee.

In love my soul would bow
My heart fulfil its vow,

Myself an off’ring now
| bring to Thee.

Lord, | would follow Thee
In all the way

Thy weary feet have trod ;
Yes, if | may.”

Ah, yes! How deep are the Lord’s lessons! And the deeper we look, the more beauty we see, the eyes of our
understanding opening more and more as we appreciate and heartily obey.

“Let us keep the feast,” then, in both senses, (1) Appropriating and feasting on the great work done for us by our
Redeemer and the riches of grace granted us through Him and (2) Appreciating our privilege of joint-sacrifice with our
Redeemer—Ilaying down our lives in His service, for the brethren, and thus “filling up that which is behind of the
afflictions of Christ.” Left behind, not because our Lord could not suffer enough for all, nor because His sufferings
were not sufficient for all, but because He wished to have us with Him to share His nature and His glory, and only by
suffering with Him and as His members could we be allowed to share His glory, honor and immortality.

The hour is late—the end is drawing nigh—
As we gather here,

Brethren beloved, to share this holy feast,
We know the time is near

When all His loved ones shall be gathered home,
Our tears all wiped away,

And all the shadows that oppress us here
Shall yield to perfect day.

Then with rejoicing let us now partake ;
Our journey’s almost o’er;

The light is breaking o’er the heav’nly hills!
Our King is at the door.

Bible Study Meetings.



Melbourne.—EXxcelsior House (3rd Floor), 17 Elizabeth Street, Sundays, 3.30 p.m. and 6.15 p.m. Wednesdays, 7.45
p.m., at 19 Ermington Place, Kew, at the present time.

Adelaide.—R.A.O.B. Hall, 48 Flinders Street, (near Lawler place), Sundays, 3 p.m. and 6.30 p.m.; Wednesdays, 7.30
p.m.

Perth — Druid’s Chambers, (The Basement), 459 Hay Street, East,—Sundays, 3.45 p.m. and 6.45 p.m.
Sydney.— Child Study Rooms, 75 Liverpool Street— Sunday 3.30 p.m. and 6 p.m.
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Convention News.

Adelaide, South Australia.

THE Convention held at Adelaide by the South Australian friends has once more proved to be a season of real spiritual
refreshment and blessing. The attendance was not quite as large as past years, but what was lacking in numbers
seemed to be compensated by the warmth and heartiness of the fellowship. Surely the Lord’s presence “in the midst”
of our gatherings was plainly manifest; for His spirit of love and service was noticeable in no small measure, as also in
the earnest desire of the members to hold firmly to the “present truth.” The days from Good Friday to Easter Monday
were indeed happy days of real Christian fellowship.” Two or three of our members were unable to attend because of
sickness, and these were specially remembered in our prayers. Also our prayers were offered in behalf of all the dear
Israel of God in every place, and particularly on behalf of those more directly affected by present conditions in the
war-stricken lands.

Much food for thought was provided by the Bible Studies; the portions chosen being as follows:-1 John 4:15-21; 2
Peter 1:1-11; Eph. 6:10-18, and Matt. 24:29-35. The study of these Scriptures proved most helpful and encouraging.
The Praise and Testimony, and Fellowship Meetings added to the helpfulness of the occasion, as also did the Question
Meeting and the addresses by various of the brethren.

Much thankfulness to God was expressed by the members for the privilege once more of meeting in this Convention.
The messages received from various Classes and individual brethren were much appreciated, and the Convention
decided to send to all those who had thus remembered us, as well as to all our brethren generally the following
greeting contained in 2 Peter 1:2-4 and 1 John 4:16, together with our sincere Christian love and good wishes.

The Convention closed with the usual Love Feast and singing “Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love”
and “God be with you till we meet again.” In the closing prayer the thought was expressed that the many helpful
lessons and exhortations may continue with us in the days ahead and assist in our running patiently and faithfully the
race set before us.

Sydney, N.S.\W.
THE Convention arranged by the Sydney brethren and held from Good Friday to Easter Sunday was a very enjoyable

and profitable occasion in the highest sense. While it is some years since similar gatherings have been held in Sydney
there was much in evidence the happy convention spirit which is one of thanksgiving and praise to the Lord and a



delight to fellowship with His people who love and appreciate the precious truths of His Word revealed in this harvest
time.

The attendance was very encouraging, both as respects the local brethren and the visitors. All the friends at Canberra
were present as well as representatives from Melbourne and a number of centres in New South Wales, and the Sydney
friends kindly provided accommodation for those so desiring, with mutual benefits as a result of the additional
fellowship.

Opening the Convention with praise and prayer the chairman then followed with an address of welcome (appearing in
this issue of “People’s Paper”), after which a very helpful study was held on the passage of Scripture in 1 Peter 1:3-9.
A short study of the significance of the Memorial of our Lord’s death was also held, and in the evening of this first day
of Convention the Memorial Service in remembrance of Christ was observed, a goodly number partaking of the
emblems with solemn yet grateful hearts, further reference to which is made in another column of this issue of the
“Paper.”

Additional Bible Studies on 1 Cor. 13 and Eph. 3:13-19 provided many encouraging and profitable thoughts from the
Apostle Paul, the former study impressing the necessary progressive development of the fruits of the spirit from the
time of the early Church onward, and the latter passage revealing in most expressive words the sincerity of the
Apostle’s prayer, in the midst of his own tribulations in prison, for the highest welfare of the saints, both then and for
all the Gospel Age.

The addresses, including a symposium by three brethren on the Christian Armour—’’Breastplate of Righteousness,”
“Shield of Faith,” and “Sword of the Spirit”—also on the topic “God Working His Will in Us,” were very helpful, as
also were the Praise and Testimony and Question Meetings. Messages were received from brethren in other parts and
were appreciated, and the prayers of the brethren in this Convention were offered on behalf of God’s children the
world over, and especially for those in the war areas. The words of Paul in Heb. 10:35, 36 were selected at the
Convention as a message to be sent to the brethren generally, with the Christian love of all in attendance.

The Love Feast and singing of the two beautiful hymns, “Blest be the tie that binds” and “God be with you till we meet
again,” as also the concluding prayer brought to a close this season of refreshing from the presence of the Lord.

New Booklet.
“The Golden Future — Our Hope for years to come.”

This is a useful booklet to convey in a general way the wonderful plan of salvation, and is timely for the days in which
we live. Containing 36 pages, price 4d. each, or 3 for 10d. post paid.



Address of Welcome.

(Sydney Convention.)

IT is my privilege and pleasure to give you all the most hearty welcome to our Sydney Convention, and this | do now
in the name of the Sydney Ecclesia and in the name of our Heavenly Father and our Lord Jesus Christ.

We know that we are doing that which is well-pleasing in God’s sight when we assemble ourselves together to talk
about and study God’s glorious plan for the blessing of all the families of the earth. Our hope is that each one will get a
blessing from the fellowship, studies, addresses and especially when we join together to memorialize our dear
Redeemer’s death, and so help each other along the Narrow Way that leadeth unto life.

We remember what the Prophet Malachi says: “Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another: and the
Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before Him for them that feared the Lord, and
that thought upon His name. And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when | make up my jewels;
and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.”

Our presence here to-day shows that we are among those who call upon His name, and our hope is that all our names
are in the Book of Remembrance; and if faithful unto death then an abundant entrance will be given us into that
glorious Convention which will be held when the Church, the Little , Flock, is complete. We can have no conception
of what that Convention will be like, for we know of nothing with which we could compare it, but we know we shall
see our Lord and Saviour there as He is in His glorious spiritual body, as well as the twelve Apostles of the Lamb and
all our dear brothers and sisters who have made their calling and election sure to a place in the Kingdom. And it is
promised that we will be presented before our loving Heavenly Father. That, | should think, would be a broad picture
of the honour that will be brought to us. Then will come the blessing of all the families of the earth.

No doubt you have all heard of the promises which the great men of the earth are holding out of a new order when this
war is over; that they will do away with poverty and suffering and there will be no such thing as starvation in the midst
of plenty. Some of them may be sincere, but we know they have neither the ability nor power to carry out their
intentions; and even if they could, it would be a very poor affair compared with what our Lord has promised and has
the power to bring about in the far greater matter of life and health and peace.

Just think for a moment what a wonderful world this will be when no man shall say, “I am sick”; there will be no need
for hospitals or doctors, or institutions for the old and helpless or the unwanted. Funerals and graveyards will be a
thing of the past, and death will be no more. The countenance of every man and woman will shine with love for God
and their fellow men, and as the poet has expressed it,

“When man to man the world o’er Shall brothers be and all that.-

Such then, dear brothers and sisters, is the hope we have of being associated with our Lord and Master in lifting up the
poor, groaning creation to a height they do not dream of now. Then will be the time pictured, when “every creature in
heaven and earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in the graves, shall hear the voice of the Son of Man, and
shall come forth.” “And glory, and honour, and blessing, and power, be unto the Lamb for ever and ever.”

Our hope is that this little Convention will be a steppingstone for each of us towards that place in the Kingdom to
which we are looking forward. So we pray that God’s blessing may be on our efforts to help each other, and assure you
all of our hearty welcome, and the joy you have given us by your presence.



Memorial Observances.

THE celebration of the Memorial of our dear Redeemer’s death has once again proved a rich blessing to the brethren
generally. Word has been received from a number of Classes and smaller groups and individual brethren, the general
expression respecting the occasion being one of deep thankfulness to our Heavenly Father for all His kindness toward
us through Christ Jesus, and prayers were offered on behalf of the Lord’s people everywhere.

As year by year this annual observance is held it loses none of its sacredness; indeed, it takes on more and more
importance to the Lord’s people as each anniversary impresses that we are another milestone nearer Home. It is
towards the heavenly Home that Christ’s followers are exhorted to look with earnest desire and expectancy—to meet
their Lord and see Him as He is—and thus fully prepared, be able to associate in the glorious Kingdom work of
bringing peace, happiness and everlasting life to the world of sinners, lost and ruined by the fall.

In the meantime, all the solemn lessons taught by the Lord’s Memorial provoke the consecrated members in Christ to
greater diligence in His service—on behalf of their brethren and all who have ears to hear, as well as respects their
own progress in the Christian way.

In quoting some of the expressions received from the Classes and isolated brethren our readers will be interested to
know that in addition to the assemblies at the capital cities of Melbourne, Adelaide, Perth and Sydney (Canberra Class
joining with Sydney this year), other groups in Digby (Victoria), Burnie (Tasmania), Gawler (South Australia) and
Morganbury (Queensland) have been heard from, as well as humerous individual members who kept the Memorial in
the presence of the Lord alone.

Some remarks are as follow:—"It was our privilege to observe the Memorial of the death of our Lord and Saviour, and
it is felt that this service is always a very helpful and impressive one when we come to it with hearts and minds
prepared. Three members who were absent through sickness were provided for in their homes.

”How it reminds us again of the great sacrifice of Divine love, as well as of the perfect obedience of the Son of God,
who freely yielded up His life even unto the cruel death of the cross that we might be saved from sin and death. We
rejoice in our Saviour’s willing obedience, though our hearts are deeply touched as we think of all His great sufferings
on our behalf. We rejoice also in His glorious victory—faithful unto death—and we take courage from His matchless
example.

“Words utterly fail to describe our feelings as we contemplate the last hours of His earthly course. It reveals a picture
of such meekness, patience, humility and love, that makes us feel honoured to know such a Saviour and to rejoice to be
counted worthy to suffer something for His cause. Halleluyah! What a Saviour.”

Another Brother writes on behalf of a Class:—"Our little party met to ‘Do this in remembrance of Me,” and the
meeting was made as simple as it really is concerning its primary meaning, while the deeper matter of our communion
was also considered. We were all greatly blessed by our gathering together at this time, and each year as it goes by the
observance is more hallowed by a deeper comprehension of its meaning, and to those who are longing to arrive at the
heavenly Canaan, one more year of waiting is in the past.

“What a Saviour we have, who for our sakes though rich became poor, the despised and rejected of men bearing our
sins upon the tree in His all sufficient sacrifice, yet He sanctified not Himself to retain “all this honour, but passing His
merit through the ‘goat class’ His body was indeed broken in a further sense into many members to become the
world’s sin-offering. Yet it was His sacrifice and His only, but through the merit being applied to His body members
they are granted common-union with Him. The cup will soon be finished, the drinking it anew with Him a matter of a
little time.

“The sea is rough, the storm gathering as we walk out to meet the Master, but if our eyes are kept fixed on Him who is
the Author and Finisher of our faith, and with a true heart in full assurance of faith working through love we press on,
never looking at the rough sea between us (for if so we sink and hear the words, ‘Oh, thou of little faith), keeping all
our attention on Him, our present Lord, who will soon calm the sea and wind, we shall arrive at the journey’s end.”



A further report states:—"Our Memorial was held once again and we particularly remembered our loving Saviour who
‘poured out His soul unto death,” and died for sinners lost. We saw how Christ was the true ‘Lamb of God which
taketh away the sin of the world.” He was slain so that His blood could be sprinkled upon us, so as to save us as the
Church of the Firstborns. Just as surely as weeping may endure for a night but joy cometh in the morning,” so after this
Gospel Age of suffering is over, then the morning will come when the world of mankind will be liberated from the
bondage of Satan.

“As we considered Christ’s death and all it meant to us we realised what a great privilege it is for us to be permitted to
partake of the emblems of His death and to have participation with Him in His broken body and blood given. We
remembered again our covenant of sacrifice—to have our bodies always a living sacrifice—to suffer with Christ that
we may reign with Him, to be *planted together in the likeness of His death (so that) we shall be also in the likeness of
His resurrection.’

“Qur Lord said, ‘In the world ye shall have tribulation,” so we realised again how we cannot enter heaven on flowery
beds of ease,” but we willingly and gladly lay down our life rights and follow our Master—partaking of His ignominy
and His cup of suffering. What a privilege we each have to he sharers in the sin-offering and “fill up that which is
behind of the afflictions of Christ.” We indeed 'rejoice inasmuch as we are partakers of Christ’s sufferings, that when
His glory shall be revealed, we may be glad also with exceeding joy.””

From one isolated Brother, representative of a number, the following is to hand:—"The Memorial was kept by myself
in the very simplest, quietest and | trust earnest manner. Great are the temptations assailing the mind of one partaking
alone in this way, but afterwards the Lord blessed and brought assurance that it was all acceptable to Him.”

Booklets Reprinted.

“God and Reason,” originally produced by our U.S.A. brethren, has now been printed in our office to supply local
needs. In paper covers, 64 pages, this booklet is very helpful for general witness work. Single copies 5d., two for 9d.,
or 4/3 per doz., post paid. Special rates for quantities without postage.

“Hell, Death, Spiritism,” has been recently reproduced, and will be found most instructive on the particular subjects. In
improved paper cover, 24 pages, price 4d. per copy, four for 1/2, or 3/3 per doz., post paid.

God’s Best Gift.

A new supply of this little book for children is now on hand. It is nicely illustrated, and conveys the truth of God’s
Plan of the Ages in an interesting manner. Containing 30 pages, it is a nice addition to the larger book, “The Ten
Camels.” With bright paper covers, title in gold, at 1/- per copy, and special rates for quantities.

The same story, in smaller size without illustrations, at 4d. each, and four for 1/-.

The Costly Pearl.

The pearl of greatest price | sought. Alas!
I sought, but found it not.

The hours of work and sleep were wasted,
The fruits of pleasure passed untasted,
And still with eager zeal | hasted,

The charms of fortune to entice

With some new gift or sacrifice.

Until. one sad, discouraged day,

A spirit, meek and quiet, lay,

Upon my brow a hand restraining;

It soothed away my lips complaining,



Upon my brow a hand restraining:
And while | joyed in perfect rest,
I held the gem, of all the best.

—R.B.H.
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Contradictions.
(Hebrews 12:3. Convention Address.)

THE meaning of contradiction is, to speak against, to dispute, refuse, disobey, gainsay, to deny what has been stated.
Although contradiction begins in this manner, in speaking against, it does not finish there but is often followed by
action. Contradiction exists because there are in operation two great principles, truth and error, good and evil. This
implies that freedom of will, freedom of choice, is given by the Creator to intelligent, responsible beings.

The first contradiction that is recorded is given in Genesis 3. A command was given by the Creator to the first human
pair, the disobedience of which would bring death upon them. The serpent contradicted, saying that they would not
surely die by partaking of the forbidden fruit, and as usual this was followed by an argument; yes, an argument that
Satan still finds very useful, even to-day. In substance he said, “You will become more enlightened, you will be able to
discern more clearly things that you do not know now; you will have advanced light which the Lord does not want you
to have; so why wait, eat the fruit and see for yourself.”

Standing at the end of the age as we are and looking back over the world’s history, how appalling have been the results
of hearkening to that first contradiction. There, the seeds of doubt were sown in the minds of the unsuspecting. Let us
not question, therefore, the goodness and wisdom of God in withholding certain knowledge from us, even though we
are living at the very end of the harvest of this age; it is better to wait for His time and way.

Many plain and essential truths and commands for our day are being contradicted and this opposition originates from
the same source as of old. The same delusions of so-called higher wisdom or advanced light have come right within
the circle of those enlightened with present truth and if these delusions were accepted it would mean in practice hiding
our light and accepting worldly wisdom and disobedience to God-given commands.

The prevalence of evil, sin, death, selfishness, hatred and oppression seem to be all a contradiction that there is a
Supreme Being—a God who is just, loving, wise and powerful. But He can afford to wait even though disorders and
selfishness are continually on the increase. He is in no hurry to clear the misrepresentation of His name and character.
He can take contradictions, for He knows in due time that evil will work out His eternal purpose and all creatures shall
yet praise His name for His wisdom and patience and long-suffering during the disorder that now prevails in one
sphere of His great dominion.



When we consider the length of time God has been contradicted and how long-suffering He has been, as shown in
Noah’s day (1 Pet. 3:20), with Israel (Rom. 10:21), and with the evil world (2 Pet. 3:9), what a restraining effect it
should have upon us when we are contradicted or misrepresented. Naturally, no one likes to be contradicted, but it is
good that we should be some times. We cannot wait to be quiet; we want to explain and keep on explaining away, we
try to show we are in the right, or we excuse ourselves and perhaps accuse others or something else. We find it hard to
be resigned to contradictions. It takes some time and experience in the School of Christ to learn that we too have
consecrated our reputation even as Christ did. Therefore, “consider Him who endured such contradictions of sinners
against Himself.” The lesson of receiving contradictions can be learned by us.

The cause of the first contradiction was ambition, pride, envy and selfishness. Satan became envious of the praise and
worship given to Jehovah by all the heavenly hosts. He desired the leadership and became ambitious and has by all
sorts of false teachings contradicted and misrepresented the character and plan of God to direct attention to himself.

The contradictions of the pure gospel arose from the same source, prompted by the spirit of envy and a desire to have a
following. We read in Acts 13:43-46 where Paul and Barnabus were greatly blessed in their efforts in preaching the
gospel. Almost the whole city of Antioch came together to hear the Word of the Lord, but some of the Jews, who also
claimed to be teachers, seeing the crowds attracted were filled with envy and contradicted the things spoken of by
Paul—contradiction and envy go together; they are twins.

Within the Church itself, the Apostle Paul told the Ephesian elders, “men shall arise speaking perverse, or distorted
things.” Why? Because of selfish ambition and envy, “to draw away disciples after them.” Acts 20:30. Our Lord was
contradicted for the same reasons. All His claims, teachings and good works were contradicted by the religious
teachers of His day.

But what use are contradictions, seeing God has allowed them from the beginning? They serve a double purpose, as
tests. They test those who have a perverse mind, by allowing them to give a demonstration as to what lengths they will
go in opposing the truth and its servants. As the Apostle says, “They judge themselves unworthy of everlasting life.”
Then, contradictions test those who are pure-minded. They are allowed to demonstrate how, and in what spirit, they
will receive contradictions. “For it is necessary that there should be factions among you, that the approved ones may
become manifest among you.” (1 Cor. 11:19.)

God said to Satan, “Hast thou considered my servant, Job.” Satan answered, “Lot me oppose him and destroy his
possessions and he will curse thee.” But later we are referred to Job as a worthy example of patience, whom we should
consider as to how he received the contradictions of Satan. (James 5:11.)

Contradictory things are spoken against the truth and its servants, distorted things are said, little twists are given to
Scripture to give the hearer the impression of superior wisdom and enlightenment and therefore as having been more
favoured of God, and the unsuspecting are deceived thereby.

Contradiction or opposition to truth, although evil in itself, yet serves a good purpose. We need to learn that opposition
is not necessarily an injurious thing to the Lord’s cause, for it arouses inquiring minds, stirs them up to investigation
and by searching and study, the truth often stands out more clearly in contrast to the error, and thus the opposers are
put to shame and sometimes converted. (Titus 1:9.) The Lord has said that He would make opposers come and worship
before the feet of His saints, and would convince them of His love for them. (Rev. 3:9.)

I think it is safe to say that the most dangerous condition is the stagnant one—the lukewarm spirit. Oppositions,
contradictions, persecutions, false doctrines, all are useful in that they arouse the true soldier of the Cross, who defies
any and all contradictions of the glorious gospel. As already mentioned, the contradictions against Paul and Barnabus
did not hinder the spread of the gospel, but increased it; although forced from Antioch, they carried the message into
other regions.

In our own Christian life, contradiction plays an important part in our development. We have contradictions right
within us. This is true only of the Christian. The worldly-minded do not contend with these contradictions, for they
slide along the natural course, the line of least resistance; their minds are subject to a law of gravitation. The
consecrated are called to resist this law of gravitation to earthly things. They take the narrow, upward way to life; they



sail against the tide, against the wind, againstthe storm. They may be compared to a kite. You know that you cannot fly
a kite unless there is a strong, steady wind blowing against it. So, you cannot ascend into the invisible, spiritual
atmosphere without opposition; like the kite, the stronger the opposition the higher it goes. “Blest be the tempest, kind
the storm that drives me nearer home.”

Then you must have a cord to hold your kite, and unless the Lord holds those who are His they would surely be lost in
the power of the opposing forces. Although these oppositions and contradictions during the Church’s history have
been severe, yet the Lord holds those who are His, and nothing shall pluck them out of His hand, is the promise.

Then again, a kite must be properly balanced, otherwise it will soar up suddenly and then dive down on its head.

So with us, knowledge alone puffs up, and unless there is corresponding grace to balance we will also surely come
down—but don’t forget that it wasn’t the cord that broke. Leave it to the Lord, He knows how to properly balance His
“kites” until they rise and are fixed motionless in the spiritual heights, as in the language of the prophet, “My heart is
fixed, O God; my heart is fixed.” (Psa. 57:7) Yes, even amid the contradiction of sinners.

The prophet Isaiah (40:31) represents the spiritual life which comes to those who wait on the Lord as borne aloft, as on
the wings of eagles, i.e., the wings of faith and love. A poet has said also, “Bid my soul on soaring wings, ascend into
a purer clime.” A certain amount of opposition is therefore a great help to a Christian. A head wind is often better than
no wind at all.

A yacht cannot sail without wind, neither must it wait for a favouring gale, but it can equally sail against the gale, for it
is not the gale but the set of the sail that determines the direction. So in every circumstance in our Christian life, let us
set our sails right—set the mind to the goal in view. “Set your affections on things above.” “Let this mind be in you
which was also in Christ Jesus.” We need not therefore be alarmed or discouraged because of contradictions and
oppositions. “He that observeth the wind shall not sow, and he that regardeth the clouds shall not reap,” says the
prophet. The wind and the clouds, the contrary weather, do not hinder the farmer from completing his task.

As already mentioned, we have contradictions right within us,—”For the flesh desires contrary to the spirit and the
spirit contrary to the flesh for these are opposed to each other, so that you do not perform the things which you would.”
(Gal. 5:17, Diag.) Between these contending principles within us there is no harmony; the natural and spiritual desires
are sworn enemies to each other. They produce a painful controversy in the mind, but if we walk in the spirit, if we
allow the influence of God’s spirit into our hearts it will restrain the old carnal, selfish habits of the human nature, so
that we do not submit to its desires as we used to do. Therefore, under all conditions and circumstances allow not the
contradictions but the will of God to determine your course through life here.

British Israel Booklet.

A very helpful booklet on the above subject, written by an Israelite, is now ready for distribution. All interested in this
matter should enquire for this clear explanation of the whole subject.



”Are there not Twelve Hours in the Day”
(A Study in John 11:9.)

AS the life of Jesus was drawing to its close the increasingly ferocious hostility of the Jewish authorities caused Him
to withdraw Himself from Jerusalem and its environment on several occasions.

This seems to have been necessary because His utterances became more challengingly emphatic, and His works more
startlingly miraculous. By reason of this greater emphasis, Jesus drew the attention of the common people more
definitely to Himself, but at the same time it fed the ‘flames of anger and malice which for some time had smouldered
in the hearts of the rulers.

One of His startling miracles at this time was the bestowment of sight upon the “man born blind.” To supplement this
gracious act Jesus uttered the parable of the shepherd and his sheep. For daring to defend the character of his
benefactor the once blind man was “put out of the synagogue” by the infuriated rulers. They thus cut him off, as they
thought, from the hopes of Israel. To show the people the true character of the Pharisees and rulers, Jesus told them,
illustratively, of an occurrence which had happened many times in their midst. False hireling shepherds “whose own
the sheep are not,” had failed to preserve and keep the flock from danger, while a true owner-shepherd would risk his
own life rather than that of his flock. Both the people and the Pharisees saw at once the point of Jesus’ story.

The Pharisees had cast out of the fold one of the sheep of Israel. They cared not what became of him. Jesus, by kindly
act and forceful word, had found the wandering sheep, and gave him sight deeper than fleshly sight. The Pharisees
cared more for Sabbath-day formalism than for the poor man’s eyes. Jesus thought more of the stricken man’s
sufferings than of their Sabbath-day restrictions. It called not for deep insight, therefore, to understand which was
hireling and which was shepherd. This was a daring challenge to make against the self-perpetuating rulers in Israel,
and so incensed them that they “took up stones again to stone him.” (John 10:31.)

But inasmuch as His time was not yet come, the hostile Jews could not take and destroy Jesus, however much they
‘desired so to do. “He escaped out of their hand, and went away again beyond Jordan” to Bethabara.

While dwelling there, a messenger arrived with the tidings that Lazarus (whom Jesus dearly loved) was sick, and that
his grief-stricken sisters would greatly appreciate the presence of their beloved Master and Friend. Instead of
proceeding immediately to the succour and comfort of the sorrowing household, Jesus remained, for reasons best
known to Himself, in Bethabara for two whole days. During this period Lazarus died. Towards the end of the second
day Jesus came to know, by some means, that Lazarus was dead; but, strange to say, not until He knew this did Jesus
take steps to go to Bethany. When, however, the knowledge had come, Jesus proposed to His disciples that they should
accompany Him to the home of the bereaved friends. “Let us go into Judea again,” said the Master. “Oh, Master,” the
disciples replied, “it is only recently that the Jews sought to stone Thee. Wilt Thou go to Jerusalem again so soon?

Wilt Thou openly put Thy life and person in danger by such a step?” Instantly Jesus made reply, “Are there not twelve
hours in the day? If any man walk in the day he stumbleth not. . . .” How strange an answer to make to their solicitous
reply. What did Jesus mean by these words?

To realise their meaning, let the words first be considered carefully in relation to Jesus’ experiences before, during,
and after this incident, and it will be seen that this strange answer has an application to the Master Himself. A slight
change of wording may bring out its intended meaning, and show how fearless Jesus was, when the Will of God called
Him to service. “Are there not twelve hours in MY day If | walk and work in the day | cannot stumble and fall. Can
the Jews deprive Me of so little as a single moment from that full day? If My Father bids Me go again to Jerusalem to
perform another challenging work among that hostile people, can any man interfere with Me till My work is done?”

Jesus knew He had a “day” during which He must work the works of His Father, and in that “day” He could not be
thwarted; but He also knew that a night would come when He could no longer work and in which He would fall to His
enemies’ wrath (John 9:4). But till that “day” was fully run, until His work was completely done no power on earth
could interfere to put His life in danger. Until His “twelve” full hours were spent His life was sacrosanct, and could not
be extinguished. Adopting an unknown writer’s forceful phrase, Jesus was “immortal till His work was done.” . . .
What lessons can we draw from this scrap of Jesus’ history and from this cryptic statement from His lips?



In these troubled days amid the perils of our modern world, it were well for each child of God to ponder these singular
but confident words of our beloved Lord, for as Jesus “was” in His eventful day so is each consecrated believer in our
tumultuous day. Every follower who is “in Christ” may claim and enjoy the same privileges before God which ,our
dear Lord possessed. Every promise and assurance which God gave to Jesus (compare Isa. 49:8 with 2 Cor. 6:2) may
be claimed by Jesus’ associates as his or her very own. Each child of God has his or her own “day” for his or her own
“work”—a full complete “ twelve hours “ with which no foe can interfere. In face of peril or danger, be the source
thereof what it may, each consecrated follower of the worthy Lamb may say, “Are there not twelve hours to my day?”

It will greatly contribute to the peace of heart for every one who loves the Lord to realise that his “times” are in the
Lord’s hands, and in His hands alone, and that no man nor confederation of men, even with the world’s deadliest
forces at their command, can shorten or interfere with their little “day.” This is a part of God’s “care” which He
reserves to His very own control. “He careth for you” is no empty phrase. God has set “twelve hours” to every
believer’s “day” according as his “work” shall be, and no one who is “against us” can alter its length, though they
marshall all the forces and furies of creation to their aid. The Lord God orders all the steps of a good man, from the
beginning of his pilgrimage to its end.

But due recognition of this tremendous truth should not dispose any child of God to rash or careless procedure at any
time, least of all in these perilous days. Although Jesus knew there were “twelve hours” to His day, He did not
presume upon His Father’s providential care. He withdrew from the place of danger and went into a safer place. He did
not unduly hazard His life nor fly into the face of danger. He performed one great work which raised a storm of
passion and hatred, then quietly withdrew to allow the storm to subside. But when another challenging “sign” was due
to be given He hesitated not to go back to the danger zone, knowing that the doing of His Father’s “work” would
ensure to Him His Almighty Father’s protection and care.

One lesson is: God keeps and protects those who have God’s work to do. That is a truth we must keep in mind to-day,
when death may meet us at any street-corner. God has never guaranteed His saints unconditionally against calamities
and violence, even in ordinary times. Those who lived the life of faith, even back to pre-Christian days, were always
subject to the risks of human passion and bigotry, and many, of whom neither the Jewish Age nor the Gospel Age have
been worthy, closed their eyes for the last time amid scenes of violence and bloodshed; but not before their allotted
work was done. God kept them all until their little “day” was done. There were “twelve hours to each little day” and so
it is to-day. God will keep His workmen here, and hedge them round with providential care until their work for Him is
done. No opposing foe can interfere with God’s work, and if the doing of God’s work requires the presence of God’s
workmen here, then Omnipotence can challenge every foe and control the fierce fury of both mob and fire.

When Jesus’ work was done, God took the hedge away, and left Him to the dark forces of hate and sin. When His
“day” of work was ended, the night closed round Him, and what could not befall Him in the “day” befell Him when its
“twelve hours” were run. But Gethsemane was the prelude to Easter morn and Olivet, and God’s “right hand.” The
“day’s” work done, the Messianic Workman went Home to enjoy His Father’s smile.

If, to-day, God’s allotted work for His Church is done, then the time has come for His workmen to go Home. God is
under no promise or obligation to keep them here when the “twelve hours” are run. From the moment of full surrender
their only reason for remaining here is to do God’s work, in God’s own way. His great consideration is the outworking
of His Plan, and as each stage arrives at its conclusion the workmen are removed and another stage, with other men,
then occupies the scene. If then, the Church’s work is not yet done, then it is God’s responsibility to keep His
workmen here. And though the whole world becomes a howling mob, hurling destruction from the skies like torrential
rain, the Hand of God can shield His child and keep him safe until the clock of Providence chimes the hour.

Let every child of God take courage then, and know within his heart of hearts that till his (or her) clock strikes
“twelve,” no weapon that is formed against him can reach its mark—he (or she) “is immortal till their work is done.”
—(From “Bible Students’ Monthly,” England.)
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While it is our intention that these columns be used for teachings strictly in accord with the Lord’s Word, we cannot
accept responsibility for every expression used, either in the correspondence or in the sermons reported.



Berean Bible Institute.

THE end of the month of April marks the completion of another year’s work for the Berean Bible Institute. It has been
with thankfulness to the Lord and a deep realisation of His providential overruling and blessing that the efforts have
been undertaken together with those brethren who have so willingly assisted in various ways in the Lord’s work.

An article appearing in last February’s “People’s Paper” outlined the work of our Institute in a general way, so this
report will be confined to some details and including the Tract Fund Account for the twelve months.

The monthly “People’s Paper and Herald of Christ’s Kingdom” has again provided the main means of contact with the
brethren and interested generally, and, as in past years, it is encouraging to hear that its visits are appreciated, as
indicated by the many reports to hand referring to the help and comfort received from its pages. Many of the articles
appearing in the “Paper” are contributed by various brethren, and the assistance in this way is much appreciated and
enables the co-operative efforts to be used in the interest of our readers.

The number of subscriptions to “People’s Paper” over the past year has been well maintained, but most of our friends
are aware that much of the expense of our monthly journal has to be made up from the Tract Fund. Additional
subscribers would assist in the production of the “Paper,” and it is helpful to have the assistance of some of our readers
who forward subscriptions to be entered for those who are unable to pay, as also of those who receive extra copies
each month and pass them out to likely subscribers. Three months’ free issues of “People’s Paper” are also sent to all
addresses received, and all readers are invited to submit names and addresses of likely persons who may be helped
with the “Paper.” Those on the free list for “People’s Paper” may feel assured that this service is gladly rendered and is
made possible by the general Tract Fund; all that is necessary is to send word once a year renewing the request to
receive the “Paper” free.

The quantity of books and booklets despatched has compared very well with former years, and many reports are to
hand of the help being received from the Bible Studies. During the year an improved edition of “The Bible Teachings
on the Covenants, Mediator, Ransom, Sin-Offering, Atonement,” was completed, and this book is appreciated by our
brethren overseas as well as locally. A number of booklets has also been produced, some being reprints, supplies of
which have been forwarded to meet all needs. Once again the study, “Foregleams of the Golden Age,” has proved its
value, and this book is highly recommended both for general use by the brethren and for beginners in the Christian
way, as also is “The Divine Plan of the Ages,” which is a well-known Bible key. A supply of the last named book, in
handy pocket size, has been received from U.S.A. recently.

All who can use the books to advantage in small or larger quantities are invited to co-operate in the work of extending
the message while there is still opportunity in this harvest time. Special prices are arranged for any entering the
colporteur work, and the wide range of suitable books and booklets provides good scope for this service which can be
undertaken part time or more extensively.

In the witnessing work, the four main methods have been continued, namely, tract distribution, newspaper coupons,
Kingdom Cards and Consolation Cards. Results from each of these forms of witness have been obtained by enquiries
for literature, and there is good reason to believe that much good has been done by each of the methods used. From
over 200 new enquiries a nice number are appreciating the truths of God’s Word and are in constant touch. with the
Institute. While not overlooking the necessity of assisting and comforting the brethren as one of the chief works of the
Lord’s people, the efforts of those engaged in the witness work are no doubt well pleasing to the Lord, and result in
blessings upon themselves as well as upon those who are served. Most enquiries have been received from the
newspaper coupons, next in number from the Consolation Cards, Kingdom Cards, and tracts, in that order, but it does
not follow that greater lasting results are achieved from the first mentioned method, for the finding of the truly
interested is accomplished by each method at different times and under varied circumstances. It is for each of the
brethren to determine how they may best engage in sending forth the light of God’s Word, and then praying for the
Lord to bless and give the increase as He sees good.

For the benefit of any new friends, it is well to state, that the Kingdom Cards are for general use, while the Consolation
Cards are for forwarding direct to the bereaved only, and both invite the recipients to send for free literature, which is
supplied on appropriate topics by the Institute. These Cards are sent free to all who will undertake to place them where



good may be done, as also are supplies of tracts on various subjects suitable for our day. All who have a talent of time
are exhorted to make use of it in the service of the Lord, for it is surely a very great privilege to have this opportunity

in the remaining days of the harvest time. The expense of the Cards and tracts is covered by the Tract Fund, as also all
the literature sent to enquirers, including at least three months’ issues of “People’s Paper.”

With the calls on the Tract Fund from the various branches of the work it has not been possible to use the newspaper
coupons direct from this office throughout the past year, but some Classes have entered into this work, and it is
undoubtedly one of the best means of reaching those who are seeking for the message of hope and consolation in these
times of distress world-wide. Other Classes and individual brethren may like to take up this form of service, and all are
invited to send for particulars of coupons already used to advantage. Now that there are some restrictions on the use of
printing paper, it is felt that direct enquiries for the literature from the coupons, and Kingdom and Consolation Cards,
is likely to accomplish as much without distributing tracts wholesale. By placing tracts judiciously sufficient will be
available for all needs, and the Kingdom Cards could be used freely.

The amount of correspondence received at some periods has made early reply impossible, but it is hoped that all
readers will understand any delays. All your communications are gladly received, and we shall hope to hear from some
friends more often than in the past. It is encouraging to realise that the prayers of the brethren are offered on our
account for the Lord’s guidance and blessing on the work, and a continuance of same is humbly requested that God’s
will may be done and His name glorified in the days ahead. Our brethren everywhere are also remembered before the
heavenly throne of grace for the Lord’s blessing and keeping in these evil days.

In submitting the Tract Fund Account our brethren will realise that the amount of work is guided by the means
available under the Lord’s providence. The donations, no doubt, indicate much sacrifice on the part of those who have
talents in this way and desire to use them faithfully in the service of the truth; all is received voluntarily, as unto the
Lord, and the expenditure has been undertaken as seemed best in the interest of the Lord’s people and His cause
generally.

Throughout the year many of our brethren have suffered for their faith in the Lord, in addition to the general afflictions
that come as a result of such terrible destruction of human life and property, and as we see the “night” settling down
over more and more of the countries of Europe, our hearts surely go out in sympathy for all going through the severe
trials of faith, and our prayers are offered especially on their behalf, that they may prove victorious by the Lord’s grace
and strength. How favoured are all who are sheltering under the shadow of the Almighty in such experiences, and yet
these are the only ones on trial for life at this time, and so need all the sustaining possible that they fail not. It is surely
a great privilege for all members in Christ to hear up their fellow-brethren before the throne of grace, as well as in any
other ways possible. The words of Christ have special weight at this time—"And when these things (pertaining to the
passing of the present order) begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads, for your redemption draweth
nigh.” (Luke 21:28.)

It is well to remember that the Lord’s work is not prematurely hindered in any way, in any country. If the preaching of
the Gospel becomes impossible, we may be sure that His work in that way is completed, and apparently the words of
Paul in Eph. 6:13—’’Having done all, to stand” —are particularly applicable to some of the Lord’s people in Europe
to-day. In course of time, no doubt, the same state will be reached in every land, and the full verse from which the
above words are quoted is commended to all the dear brethren in this and other lands who are still enjoying the
opportunities and privileges of Christian Fellowship and service.—"Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of
God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.”

“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.”
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Tabernacles of the Most High.

(Convention Address)
“How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of Hosts !” —Psalm 84:1

(A good deal of the address which | have prepared for you tonight is due to Brother Hoskins, one of the best writers of
our day, whose lovely articles of late have made such -an impression on me.)

IT is evident from this verse that the Psalmist was guided by the spirit of the Lord in his choice of the figures used in
this Psalm and we might say this of all the Psalms,

Although the ancient people learned many lessons of comfort and guidance when obedient to their covenant,
nevertheless, being naturally minded they did not perceive the deep spiritual truths and instructions due to be revealed
to the saints of this our day.

Our text affords a singular example of what the Apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthians concerning the deep things of
God; and these things are deep, not in the sense that they require a super mind or education to understand them. Oh,
no! But rather because they are hidden from the natural mind and revealed only to those who are spiritually minded.
“For the natural man receiveth not the things of the spirit of God . . . because they are spiritually discerned.”

We have the same thought in the tabernacle in the wilderness. The things a the Holy were curtained off, carefully
hidden away from the gaze of all in the Court—all except the priests, whose right alone it was to enter. The full
significance of this can be understood only by those in the anti-typical Holy, the spirit-begotten state.

Such truths indeed are the food of the new creature, as prefigured by the shewbread which was for the priests only and
placed upon the table overlaid with gold.

From the New Testament point of view each member of thz., Church is a temple, where God dwells by His holy spirit.
Our Lord when on earth used this picture, saying, “Destroy this temple, and in three days | will build it again. But he
spoke of the temple of His body.” And then, from the plural formation of this word “tabernacle” it was meant not so
much for the ancient tabernacle, but it prefigured the antitypical Church of the Living God, each member of which in
the flesh is a tabernacle of God’s spirit.

The meaning of the word “amiable” is attractive, desirable, lovable. How deep and wondrous seem the Scriptures!
What excellent attributes of character the Lord would have His children attain. How we should examine ourselves; do
we always live up to what the Lord desires, or do we think we are living up to it?

I have been reading the biographies of two who wore the white flowers of an amiable life—F. R. Havergal and the
angel Adjutant Kate Lea, who carried the sweet savour of Christianity into the darkest slums of London. Both died
comparatively young, yet it is helpful to read their confessions, temptations and trials when they had come to the very
brink of success, only to be turned back by the Adversary. And is it not so with us; there are our natural dispositions
compounded of so many subtle influences of hereditary and environment which have much to do with our outlook on
life. But we should never accept our mental conditions as unalterable; they can be changed by the power of God.

I read a striking example of this in a medical journal. A man, well-to-do, and in the prime of life was overtaken by a
strange malady; gristle began to grow in his joints, leaving him with only one arm he could use. Instead of moping
over his affliction and dying years before his time as the doctors thought, he resolved to make the most of the few
years left to him. He made his will the disciplinarian of his thoughts; he resolved that he would think only cheerful
thoughts—"If the Lord choose to afflict me like this, He must have a wise purpose for so doing, and who am | to rail
against God. What is this life to eternity.” He not only helped himself, but was a help to others, for no one could
converse with this invincible old fighter without being encouraged to meet life’s battle. “Be of good cheer, | have
overcome the world,” said our Master, and as we look up the Scriptures on cheerfulness it is very helpful, for to be of a
cheerful disposition is a great blessing. It can be an aid to health, and is an element of strength, for “the spirit of a man
will sustain his infirmity.” “A merry heart doeth good like a medicine.”

The following thoughts are from an article entitled “The ‘Tempest on Galilee.”—”Every Christian also has on hand



a fearful conflict with his own natural, evil and depraved flesh. He who knows nothing of this, may feel assured that he
is either spiritually asleep, or quite dead. Worldly cares, business vexations, domestic anxieties, and bodily pains, also
come in to make the inward struggle more -severe by weakening the moral resolution, and embarrassing the freedom of
communication with the source of spiritual supplies. Satan, also, is ever on the alert for unguarded moments in which
to assail us, and is ever busy stirring up doubts, unbelief, evil lusts, rebellious tempers, uncharitable feelings, and
hurling his fiery darts to destroy our peace. And from these several sources come often such terrible storms, that
Christians are made to cry out ‘Lord, save us!™’

Well, we have to meet these difficulties, What shadows sometimes hang over us, what disappointments, what sick-
nesses come along and other things that upset all our plans, all so uncertain, all so unexpected. Then there is Fear, that
giant that saps courage and endeavour if we allow it to do so. Will our health fail? Well worldly conditions bring us
trouble or misery, or for those we love? Such troubles we all have to meet sometimes. But if, as Bible Students, we
look over the Scriptures and see how often the Lord has said to “fear not,” there is special consolation for those who
have fear. We will all have fear, for the Lord has permitted this to a certain extent to come upon us. I will just mention
one verse, “Fear not thou worm Jacob; for | the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; | will
help thee.”

There is another picture of the tabernacle—you all remember the lovely things that were inside the Holy, of silver and
gold, scarlet, purple and blue, all beautiful articles of furniture, so neatly carved; how lovely it all was, and what are we
to do? Have we not just as good, just as loving provisions from our heavenly Father? Have we not all got the secret
places to go to? Surely we have, as expressed by the little hymn we often sing, “I have entered the valley of blessing so
sweet.” We are different from the rest of the world. We have His exceeding great and precious promises, the grace of
the Lord exceedingly abundant. “The exceeding greatness of His power to us-ward who believe.” And above all we
have our secret places of prayer.

“Free from the outward turmoil,

An inward house of prayer;
You will aways find God waiting
To meet and bless you there.”

How lovely it is to leave the world’s endeavour; | have felt it so often,—to leave it all aside and to enter into prayer.
David says in another place, “Let my prayer be set forth before Thee as incense; and the lifting up of my hands as the
evening sacrifice.” What would saints do if there were no mercy seat? We could not come to the Throne of Grace for
help, consolation and comfort.

Another quotation is as follows,—"The least of our Lord’s disciples may share something of the glory and sweet
benedictions that attend the throne of grace, inasmuch as prayer is the drawing near of the soul to the light and majesty
of heaven, and always gathers to itself the gilding of that light. It is indeed the kindling and light of heaven in the heart
of the true worshippers, and the more earnest and absorbing it is, the more it transfuses with what is heavenly.”

“Draw nigh to God, and He will draw night to you.”” LeG us. claim, His precious promises and draw nigh to Him in
simple, humble faith, believing that in our daily praying we shall receive the glad surprise of a strength, rest and power
not our own, for both mind and spirit. Oh, how lovely are Paul’s words:—"We have this treasure in the earthen vessel,
that the excellency of the power may be of God and not of us.” No one could lead a life of prayer without it being
shown in power. It will grow with the years;; it will manifest itself in the various experiences that we go through in our
pilgrimage. It will bring into our lives that peace of mind, that steadying calm that comes from inward, adequate,
spiritual supplies. Such are not easily discouraged, but on the contrary are of a good courage. If we would have that
courage, if we would ask for more power to overcome our difficulties, and to give us strength to carry our burdens that
have been placed upon us, then let us be of good courage—"Be of good courage and He shall strengthen thine heart.
Wait, | say, on the Lord.” We do not see the hand that is guiding us, with our natural eyes; we do not see the invisible
powers that are working in our interests, but they are there. Did not our Lord say, “Their angels do always behold the
face of My Father which is in heaven.” And “Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister to those who
shall be heirs of salvation?” Mighty angels who wait on the Lord are interested in the Church class,—those who are
tabernacling in the flesh,—so we are not alone in our warfare. Though we wrestle not merely against flesh and blood,
but against principalities, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against wicked spirits in high places, there are
the good angels, and were it not for them we would be vanquished.

But they that be for us are more ‘than they that be against us, and is it not a source of peace and a basis for rest for the
child of God that He who has unlimited power, wisdom and grace is “for us”? Oh, how we need those graces of the
spirit!

There is another context to our verse that we can take, and that is, that the Lord Jesus is speaking in figure through the



Psalmist, and He says, “How amiable are Thy tabernacles, O Lord.” If the Lord accepts poor, weak vessels such as we,
as tabernacles in the flesh, how much more should we do so to one another. Is it not from the weak, the despised, the
foolish things that He has selected the called?

The tabernacle in the wilderness with its badger skins did not look very attractive to those outside, and we do not look
attractive, do we, to the world? But according to the Bible teaching God does not judge us as the world does, but after
the motives and intents of the heart. All our weaknesses He has covered with the robe of righteousness that our Lord
has prepared for us on account of our faith. And, in Christ, being freed from all condemnation and having been spirit-
begotten and adopted into God’s family of sons, they are not only amiable, but precious in His sight. Is not this a nice
and helpful thought?

There is a little poem | would like to read; it is a prayer:

“Oh Saviour, as | walk with Thee;
Reveal Thy truth | pray,
Instruct, enrich, illumine me,
Direct from day to day.

| want my heart to glow and burn—
Dear Lord, abide with me;

Melt out its dross, for this | yearn—
From worldliness set free.

Make me a burning, shining light,
Aflame with love’s pure fire,
My life, attractive, strong and bright,
This my intense desire.”

I just thought of that lovely text, “Love one another with a pure heart fervently.” How necessary it is, for the Lord ioves
us and has covered all our faults, and surely we ought to love one another. It does seem to me, that this is the test of the
present day. As we come down near the end of our pilgrimage, those who are of that 144,000 will be of that loving
disposition, and we must all be of that, especially in these days of so many divisions, siftings and trials. If we love only
those who love us, what do we more than the publicans? We must love those who differ from us in the Scriptures or
otherwise, just as we love those who agree with us.

There is a little thought 1 would leave with you,—"The saint whose new mind abides on earth, in the tabernacle of
imperfect flesh, can well take comfort and encouragement from the life of Jacob, when it is remembered that his
dynamic faith was so vital and overwhelming that all of Jacob’s well-known weaknesses and failings were not so much
as mentioned here, but on the contrary he was rewarded by the Lord as hardly any other individual in history.”

Now you remember that lovely story of Jacob, how he was asleep on the pillar, and the beautiful vision was given to
him, and especially the Lord’s words, that he would at all times and in all places protect him. Oh, that we may all just
do with our troubles as Jacob did with his. “Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth,” and “Every branch that bringeth
forth fruit he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.” Oh, to do as Jacob did—to lay your head upon a pillar and
go to sleep. Had Jacob worried over his troubles he would never have had the. Lord speak to him. So what a lovely
example he has left us! Dew never falls on a stormy night. Let us, when we have troubles, cast them on the Lord, and
go to sleep. Wearisome nights are appointed to some of us, but let us remember that lovely vision of Jacob’s. Let us do
as he did, in our lives, with hearty rejoicing, a sincere gratitude, claim benefits of the loving gifts and promises of God.
The most barren spots in our lives may become the brightest memories in our pilgrimage, for the Lord will help all the
Israel of God as he helped Jacob.

The Lord used beautiful little symbols. He mentions in this psalm how active are the swallow and sparrow, bent on one
purpose, just to build their nests and rear their young. Then again, he uses the eagle to illustrate strength. So he draws
that lovely simile for us, that they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; just as the eagle rises against
invisible power and rises to a great height, so the Lord wants us to rise on wings of faith and overcome our difficulties,
and we will, in the strength of the Lord.
“So He giveth His beloved sleep.”
“Sleep with Thy veiling hands lean over me—
“Then with my waking thoughts,
Bright with Thy praise;
Out of my stony griefs,
Bethel I’ll raise.”



The End of the Way.

JUST as this issue is going to press, information has been received from Sydney of the passing of Brother I. Crawford,
of Parramatta, N.S.W.

Brother Crawford has for many years rejoiced in the truths of God’s Word and both joyfully and zealously sought to
impart the glad message to others. He dearly loved the Lord and the brethren and came very frequently to fellowship
with the brethren in Sydney, who will miss him very much. The cause of death was a heart attack, the end coming
peacefully. Those who associated with our Brother feel assured that he has made his calling and election sure, and has
entered into the joys of the Lord.

Our sincere sympathy is extended to those in the home circle in their grief, and trust that much comfort and consolation
may be realised from the fact that the departed one ever rejoiced in the Kingdom, not only as an inheritance for himself
and other members in Christ, but also because its blessings will shortly flow to the whole world of mankind.

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.”
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UNDEPENiNATEOHAl
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Volume XXIV. No. 7 MELBOURNE, 1st JULY, 1941 Price- Twopence Halfpenny

Why is the World Being Ushered Into “A Time of Trouble, Such as Was

Not Since There Was a Nation.”?

“And the nations were angry, and Thy wrath is come .- Rev. 11:18. Isa. 34:1-6; Jer. 25:15, 16, 27-38; Isa. 66:15, 16;
Luke 21:24, 26; Rev, 6:9-11; 2 Thes. 1:3-10.

THESE Scriptures refer to the present time, mistranslated the end of the world; properly interpreted, the end of this
Age, prior to and inaugurating the New Age—"the world to come.”

Only Jews, Gentiles, and * Saints.

The whole world are Gentiles, according to the Scriptural presentation, except the true followers of Christ and 4 t the
loyal-hearted Jews, who are still God’s people. In classing the great mass of Jews and of professed Christians as part of
the world, no unkindness is meant; but in order to understand God’s dealing in the present time, nominal Christians, or
mere professors, must not be confounded with the “little flock”” who have responded to the Gospel Cal!. “Gather My
saints together unto Me saith the Lord; those who have made a Covenant with Me by sacrifice”—self- sacrifice. (Psa.
50:5; Rom. 12:1.) If we shall recognise these saintly Christians of every nation and denomination as being the one true
Church, “whose names are written in heaven,” and if we shall recognise all others as Gentiles, we shall be getting the
eyes of our understanding into true alignment with the mind of God as expressed in the Bible.

It is worthy of note that throughout the Scriptures the great masses of India, China, etc., are comparatively ignored.
Because they have not come into particular contact with God’s Messages they are not so particularly included in the
judgments, chastisements, troubles, foretold to be coming upon the earth at the close of this Age. In other words,
unintentional ignorance of God is not a crime to be punished, but a defect to be corrected in due time by the blessings
of Messiah’s Kingdom.

Wrong Thoughts of God’s Wrath.

When thinking of the wrath of God coming upon the world, we are not to think of the Almighty as having exercised
great patience for centuries and finally losing His temper and wrecking vengeance upon His creatures. Such a thought
might be gathered from some of the expressions of the Scriptures, because of adaptation of language to human
comprehension, and more or less loss of the true sentiment in translating and through the mental gloss of the
translators.

In any event let us remember that this wrath of God and the judgments coming upon the world are wholly different
from the legends—namely, eternal torture at the hands of demons, taught us by our creeds. Instinctively, a part of the
dread we have of death in every form—nby war, famine, and sickness—is the fear of that eternal torture nightmare
thrust upon us from childhood, inculcated by all the creeds of Christendom, but without Bible foundation when the
latter is properly translated and rightly understood.

Furthermore, we should remember that while God has foretold the troubles of the Day of Wrath for centuries and
indicates that He will have to do with their precipitation upon the world, nevertheless elsewhere He also shows us that
these troubles really come from ourselves, that they are the outgrowth of human wrongdoing, and that these dire
penalties of sin would have wrecked our social and religious fabric long, long ago, had not Divine Providence defended
us—holding back the storm of human passion and avarice, and permitting it to come only now, in the end of the Age,



at the time when Divine Providence has Messiah’s Kingdom in full readiness to take control. Just so soon as the storm
of human passion shall have taught humanity its needed lesson and shall have liquidated the long standing accounts,
Messiah’s Kingdom, with a clean slate, will be inaugurated.

Accounts Yet to be Squared.

In Jesus and in His saintly followers throughout this Gospel Age, the world has had God’s Cause, the cause of
righteousness and truth, more or less clearly manifested. Every persecution against these members of the Body of
Christ is a crime against God and against righteousness. Of such sufferings the Apostle says, “If any suffer as a
Christian, let him glorify God on this behalf; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth on such.”

As a blessing rested upon all the Lord’s faithful people who have suffered unjustly, so correspondingly a Divine curse,
or penalty, has rested upon all persecutors of these, their responsibility being gauged by the degree of their knowledge,
and their punishment proportionate. On the books of Justice, however, God represents that the lives of all His faithful’
ones cry out for vengeance; and that while mercy comes to all mankind through the sacrificial death of the Saviour, this
does not alter the fact that Justice calls for punishments for crimes more or less wilful and therefore not included in the
Saviour’s atonement.

Thus it was in the end of the Jewish Age, which may serve us as a pattern, or illustration of the ending of this Age. .St.
Paul, writing of that time, says, “Wrath is come upon this people to the uttermost, that all things written in the Law and
the Prophets concerning them should be fulfilled.” Notice, however, the vast difference between these Bible judgments
and the eternal torment judgments falsely declared by our creeds, which indirectly tell us that every Jew at death goes
to eternal torment because he is not a Christian.

But the Scriptures declare that the punishments upon the Jews which culminated in the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D.
70 were, some of them, for sins committed long before. Notice Jesus” words, “The blood of all the Prophets, which was
shed from the foundation of the world, shall be required of this generation; from the blood of Abel unto the blood of
Zacharias, who perished between the altar and the temple.”—Luke 11:50, 51.

Wherein was the justice in exacting all that of the people living in the close of that Age? We reply that those people
had far more responsibility than all who preceded them. They had a great Light amongst them, shining from Jesus and
the early saints. In their treatment of these light-bearers, crucifying them and variously injuring them, upon that last
generation of the Jewish Age “wrath came to the uttermost.”

“The Recompenses of Zion.”

The Bible intimates that similar aggregations of punishment are to be expected in the end of this Gospel Age. The great
Time of Trouble, or Day of Wrath, is the “recompense of the controversy of Zion”—the saints, the true Church. For
eighteen hundred years has Jesus prophetically declared that the Kingdom class would suffer violence; and the violent
have usurped the place of the true by force.

All the while, the violent have outwardly been posing as the True Church of Christ, while the saints of God in every
epoch and in every century have suffered—"as deceivers and yet true; as poor, yet making many rich; as having
nothing, yet possessing all things.” (2 Cor. 6:8-10.) “Heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ” (Rom. 8:17) they have
been counted “the filth and offscouring of the earth,” “of whom the world was not worthy.”

But the sin of their persecutors must be liquidated, even though the persecutors themselves will all eventually be
forgiven. From this viewpoint, the “Time of trouble such as was not since there was a nation,” and which is now
beginning to be consummated, will be the squaring of God’s accounts with the world, preparatory to handing the
Kingdom over to Messiah for the blessing of all.

As illustrative of this principle, note the lesson of Rev. 6:9-11. The cry is, -”’How long, 0 Lord, holy and true, dost
Thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?” The message for all these martyrs of Jesus was:
Wait a little season, the vengeance will come, but not until all of this class shall have experienced their share of “the
sufferings of Christ.”

To these martyrs the suffering brought polishings of character, testings of faith, Divine approval, and an increased
glory on the spirit plane as members of the Bride of Christ—the blessings to be given to them in the First
Resurrection—the chief Resurrection, referred to by our Lord in Rev. 20:6. Then will be accomplished the binding of
Satan; and then Messiah’s Kingdom, with all its blessed and uplifting influences, will bless the whole world with the
long-promised “Restitution of all things which God hath spoken by the mouth of all the holy Prophets since the world



began.”—Acts 3:20-23.
Modern Persecutions Differ.

We do not say that the persecutions of the last members of the Body of Christ will be by literally cutting their tongues
out, by literally burning them at the stake, by literally crucifying them or beheading them, as was done with some of the
other members of the Body in the past. In our day there is a more refined process often used. Some are gibbeted by the
pulpit, some are “roasted” in the public press, some have their tongues cut out in the sense that their words are
misrepresented, and that they are denied a hearing. And yet there are things in the Scriptures which seem to imply that
there may be a literal destruction of God’s faithful people in the end of this Age, as well as a figurative one. But the
Lord’s grace will be sufficient for them; and the more they shall suffer for His sake, for the Truth’s sake, the greater
will be their glory and station in the Kingdom.

Who shall be punished for these crimes against the Saints of God? We answer, Babylon; and Babylon signifies what is
to-day known as “the Christian world”—a very anomalous term; for the world has no identification with Christianity
nor Christianity with the world. The so-called “Christendom” of our day corresponds exactly to the Jewry of Jesus’
day. Then Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, were banded together with the Sadducees and the Herodians, the worldly
and infidel politicians. Their object was the perpetuation of their own institution, regardless of God’s arrangement. So
here, the civilised world, misnaming itself “Christ’s Kingdom,” is intent upon the preservation of the great Babylon
which it has constructed, and willing to do anything to avoid its foretold destruction.

Hypocrisy the Greatest of All Sins.

Taking into account the persecutions endured by God’s saints throughout this Gospel Age, there must be a heavy
account on the book of Justice to be settled. Saintly people in and out of all denominations have suffered; and Jesus’
words still stand true—namely, that whosoever would give to the least of His followers even a cup of cold water would
not fail of reward, and that injury to even the least of these would be punished.

Are we asked what are the special sins of our day? We reply that here, as in Jesus’ day, hypocrisy is the greatest of all
sins. There were thefts, murders, adulteries, and injustices of various kinds in Jesus’ day; yet while denouncing all
these in spirit, He practically ignored them all in His denunciations of the hypocrisy of the religious rulers of His time.
We believe that His judgment of so-called “Christendom” to-day is the same.

There was a time when the world ignorantly thought that the kings of earth were ruling as part of Christ’s Kingdoms
There was a time when men really believed that their everlasting destiny was in the hands of the clergy, Protestant and
Catholic, and that unless they had the good offices of these in baptism, marriage, funerals, etc., they would be eternally
tormented; but that day has passed—a more enlightened day has come.

Our Bible is better understood; the clergy are no longer deceived. They know that the word “Sheol” of the Old
Testament and the word “Hades” of the New Testament represent the state or condition of death, into which the whole
world goes—good and bad. They know that these words could not represent torture or fire in any sense of the word.
They see God’s character more clearly; they perceive that the kingdoms of this world are merely political institutions
permitted for a time, waiting for the glorious epoch of Messiah’s Kingdom to bring in the New Order of things.

These false doctrines of the “dark ages” are bearing a terrible fruitage in the present day. Similarly the teachings of
evolution and higher criticism, misrepresenting and blaspheming God’s character, are bearing an evil fruitage. Millions
of people have been turned away from faith in a God of Love and from faith in the Bible as His Message, by the
monstrous blasphemies of the “dark ages,” as also by those of modern times which the Adversary is ever alert to supply
to the more enlightened minds of the people.

What shall we do, do you ask? We answer: Be honest! Be true! Come out of Babylon. Stand free from all such
slandering of the Almighty God and His gracious provisions. Stand for the Bible, the Truth, the God of Love and
Wisdom, Justice and Power. “Come out from among them, and be ye separate, and touch not the unclean thing; and |
will receive you.”



“The Lost Coin.”

A collection of poems entitled as above and composed by the author of “The Ten Camels” is now ready for
distribution.

It is a very nicely compiled series of poems on the parable ‘given by the Lord in Luke 15:8, 9, and presents the truth in
a very helpful manner.

In booklet form, containing 34 pages and with paper covers, this work is priced at 8d. per copy, post paid; reduction for
quantities.

The Passing Hour

Practical wisdom lies in the proper use of time. Such wisdom will be given to him only who realises the awful
fugitiveness of the hours of the day. We must think of each hour as of a treasured friend.

What is there in life more awful than when such a one has left us? Regrets, remorse, self-reproaches that we did not use
him better, all are in vain. Use, then, each hour as though you loved it, and knowing that never will it meet you again.

Not a moment of this precious companionship will you waste in mere idleness. When you are not actually doing
something, at least you will be thinking worthily. Nor are those hours wasted in which recreation refreshes and
stimulates the energies which at other times you give to your work.

In play, in work, and in thought let the precious hour have the best, that you can give to it. Thus will its passage leave
you poorer indeed for the time that has gone but richer for what it gave you in passing.—’’Daily Express.”



A Little Light.

“Twas but a little light she bore,
While standing at the open door;
A little light, a feeble spark,

And yet it shone out through the dark
With cheerful ray, and gleamed afar
As brightly as the polar star.

A little light, a gentle hint,
That falls upon the page of print,
May clear the vision, and reveal

The precious treasures doubts conceal,
And guide men to an open door,
Where they new regions may explore.

A little light dispels the gloom
That gathers in the shadowed room,
Where want and sickness find their prey,

And night seems longer than the day,
And hearts with many troubles cope
And feebler grows the spark of hope.

0, sore the need that some must know
While journeying through this vale of woe!
Dismayed, disheartened, gone astray,

Caught in the thickets by the way,
For lack of just a little light
To guide their wandering steps aright.

It may be little we can do
To help another, it is true;
But better is a little spark

Of kindness, when the way is dark,
Than one should walk in paths forbidden
For lack of light we might have given.

To Readers Overseas.
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This Generation . . . These Things Begin to Happen.

“This generation shall not pass till all these things be fulfilled.” (Matt. 24:34.)

THE above words of our Lord, contained in His most wonderful prophecy which covers the whole of chapter 24, are of
great importance to God’s people living at the present time inasmuch as it is clearly realised by earnest Bible students
that we are living at the very close of this dispensation which also means that the culmination of the harvest period is at
hand.

The following quotation from Vol. 4, on the words “This generation” gives the true meaning:—’’ Although the words
generation’ and ‘race’ may be said to come from a common root or starting point, yet they are not the same; and in
Scriptural usage the two words are quite distinct.

“Notice that in the New Testament when the word generation is used in the sense of race or posterity, it is always the
Greek gennema (as in Matt. 3:7; 12:34; 23:33; Luke 3:7) or from genos (as in 1 Pet. 2:9). But in the three different
records of this prophecy our Lord is credited with using a wholly different Greek word (genea) which does not mean
race, but has the same significance as our English word generation. Other uses of this Greek word (genea) prove that it
is not used with the significance of race, but in reference to people living contemporaneously. We cite in proof—Matt.
1:17; 11:16; 12:41; 23:36; Luke 11:50, 51; 16:8; Acts 13:36; Col. 1:26; Heb. 3:10.”

A further important consideration in regard to our text is the correct understanding of the words, “till all these things be
fulfilled.” The following statement on this point from “Bible Students Monthly” is enlightening:—”It is generally
understood that the word “fulfilled’ should have the same meaning as the words ‘accomplished’ or ‘completed.” But the
word used by our Lord does not mean ‘come to pass’ in the sense of being ended; but ‘come to pass’ in the sense of
beginning to happen, or beginning to take place.

“One Greek scholar and writer says on this word that the Lord concludes this special prophecy of the tribulation by
adding, ‘Verily I say unto you, this generation shall not pass till all these things begin to take place.” He then explains
that the Greek word genetai used by our Lord here is a derivative of the Greek ginomai, which has a wide variety of
meanings, few of which are so definite as the thought in our word “fulfilled.” He further says, The word is genetai from
ginomai and means, to begin to be, to come to be; and is quite different from pleroo which does mean, to fulfil.” In
Luke 21:32, which is the parallel passage, we have the former word ‘begin to be,” while in verse 24, we have the latter
word “fulfilled” (referring to the Times of the Gentiles). Professors Young and Strong, in their concordances verify this
suggestion regarding ginomai. Young shows it to be translated 'be’—(the verb ‘to be’) 249 times; ‘come to pass’ 82
times, and many other forms which show a present and not a past fulfilment. Strong says ginomai (to cause to be; ‘to
become’) is used with great latitude. He then gives a list of words which include 'arise’ 'be assembled; 'be’ 'brought to
pass,” ‘continue’ and many more indicative of a present happening. As an instance we may note a form of genetai in
John 13:2, which in our Authorised Version is translated ‘and supper being ended.’ It is quite clear from verses 26-28
that supper was not ended but was only just beginning. The Revised Version renders it ‘and during supper.” The Dia-
glott translates it ‘as supper was preparing . . .” What our Lord really meant was, ‘This generation shall not pass till all
these things begin to happen.” *

With the above thoughts in mind we are the better able to determine the true meaning of our Lord’s words in our text. It
seems very clear that from verse 15 onward in this 24th chapter of Matthew, the reference is to the harvest period of
this Gospel Age. As though to impress the true meaning of verse 15, as a guiding point in this great prophecy, our Lord
added the words: “Whoso readeth, let him understand.” It was following the Reformation period that “the abomination
of desolation, standing in the holy place,” was discerned, and the exhortation of verse 16 was understood—"Then, let
them that be in Judea (the systems of Christendom generally) flee into the mountains” (to the Kingdom of the Lord). In
other words, the harvest work of dividing the wheat from the tares was to proceed (Matt. 13:30), and the various signs
given in the following verses (so that the Lord’s true people may clearly discern the presence of Christ as the Chief
Reaper) would constitute “all these things” which would “begin to come to pass” within a generation epoch in the close
of the age. Just as Matt. 23:36 refers to the generation living at our Lord’s first advent, in the close of the Jewish Age,
S0 our text applies to the generation living at our Lord’s second presence, in the close of the Gospel Age.

It is suggested that a “generation” might be reckoned as equivalent to a century (practically the present limit) or one
hundred and twenty years, Moses’ lifetime and the Scripture limit. (Gen. 6:3.)

The work of harvest undoubtedly had a beginning in the early part of last century; there was a trimming of lamps and
going out to meet the Bridegroom, but not understanding the manner of His return many were disappointed when
Christ was not manifest to their natural sight. However, it seems clear that “the days of the Son of Man” had
commenced at that early time, but it was not till about 1874, with the completion of the 1335 days of Daniel (Dan.



12:12) that Christ revealed His presence to the watchers. This truth has been made known to the earnest, watching
saints ever since, by the helps provided by the Lord to make clear the signs indicated, and has constituted the basis for
what is termed “present truth,” dispensational truth. This trumpet sound of truth has surely been gathering together the
Lord’s elect from the one end of the ecclesiastical heavens to the other, in readiness for the great Kingdom work to
follow their exaltation to be with their Lord. (Matt. 24:31.)

It can be truly said that the generation observing the progress of the harvest work through some considerable part of the
last century have also seen “all these things begin to happen,” namely, the great falling away in the systems of religion
(the sun and the moon darkened, and the stars falling), the false Christs and false teachings abroad in the world, the
budding of the fig tree (the great progress made by the return of the Jews to Palestine) and the intense clouds of trouble
that have encircled the world since 1914, and especially in the last few years.

The implication is that “this generation” need not necessarily see “all these things” accomplished or completed, but
having seen them “begin to come to pass,” then their fulfilment is sure within a further reasonable period of time,
though it will be observed that verse 30 of Matt. 24 when “all the tribes of the earth shall mourn, and they shall see
(discern) the Son of Man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory” indicates an advanced stage in
the great time of trouble (verse 21) and just prior to the deliverance which will follow for the whole groaning creation.
(See Rom. 8:22, 19.)

The words of Luke 21:28 agree with the above understanding of our text, as well as being one of the most encouraging
and comforting messages from our Lord for His people living in the harvest of the age. “And when these things begin
to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads, for your redemption draweth nigh.” “God shall help her in the
dawning of her morning.” (Psa. 46:5, Leeser.)



Walking in the Spirit.

(Gal. 5:16, 17.)
(Contributed.)

THE Apostle here sets forth a great and vital principle, and one which, if faithfully followed, will enable us to
overcome our natural, fallen propensities, and become truly Christlike.

What is it to “walk in the spirit”? It is to act always in accordance with the spirit of God, the spirit of Christ, as revealed
to us in His Word; to be guided in all that we do, in all our thoughts, by that Word, not merely the letter of it, but by the
spirit of it, realising that in His Word we have a revelation of the true character and will of God. It is to seek
continually to know, more and more, what is the mind of the Lord—the mind or dispositon of Christ—and to live
accordingly, striving to keep the Word of God always before us, and by the aid of the holy spirit, to develop more and
more in ourselves the fruits of the spirit—the spirit of righteousness, of truth, of peace, of love, of trust in the Lord.

It means living and acting in harmony with our heavenly hopes and aspirations, keeping these always before our minds,
bright and clear, and not allowing earthborn clouds to hide them from us or make them grow dim. This is the thought of
the Apostle when he says, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,” and “Be ye filled with the spirit.”

In the latter part of our text the Apostle gives the reason why walking in the spirit will exclude the fulfilling of the lusts
or desires of the flesh, viz., their mutual contrariety, or opposition to each other. “For the flesh lusteth against the spirit
and the spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary the one to the other.” In proportion as our thoughts are occupied
with the heavenly things—our heavenly hopes and aspirations, the things of the spirit--we will be mortifying, or putting
to death, the fleshly desires and overcoming their influence.

In Eph. 5:8, the Apostle speaks of those who are under the guidance of the holy spirit, as being “light in the Lord.” The
significance of this expression seems to be, that it is only those who are “in the Lord,” who have come into Christ by a
full consecration and have enlightenment of His holy spirit, who can see the fleshly evils in their true light, and from
the right standpoint.

Selfishness, self-indulgence, and a disregard for the interests of others, is at the root of the fleshly evils. We can only
keep their true character clearly before us, however,, and be safe from their influence, by continually maintaining and
living up to the spirit of our consecration. As soon as that begins to slacken, the safeguards by which the Lord
surrounds His faithful ones begin to disappear, and we are left proportionately in danger of being overcome by the
fleshly tendencies.

“Ye are light in the Lord,” the Apostle says, “walk therefore as children of light.” By “light” here, the Apostle means
truth. The Lord’s people are all begotten by the Word of Truth or light. They were brought into their present
relationship with the Lord, as a result of the knowledge of the truth they received from Him—the truth concerning sin,
its true character and results, of their own fallen condition, of the Lord Himself and His true character, His holiness,
His love, and His provision for redeeming and restoring them from their fallen, sinful condition; and their relationship
with Him is maintained by the same means.

They are thus children of the light, the truth. They have the true standard of right and wrong set clearly before them,
which they are enabled to understand and appreciate by the aid of the holy spirit. Having this, therefore, clearly before
them, the Apostle urges them to conduct themselves in everything in accordance with the knowledge they have
received. By so doing, they will not only be growing in holiness themselves, but they will assist others to appreciate
and follow after righteousness and true holiness. They will, in this way, become “lights” in the world.

The very purity of their lives will make manifest the surrounding darkness, and be a continual reproof to it. In Rom.
8:14, the Apostle tells us that “as many as are led by the spirit of God, these are the sons of God.” Only those who are
begotten of the spirit are led by the spirit, and only those who are led by the spirit are sons of God, and, as sons of God,
members of the New Creation. In the tenth verse of the same chapter he says, “If Christ be in you, the body is dead
because of sin, but the spirit is life because of righteousness.” “If Christ be in you (that is, dwelling in you by His spirit)
the body is dead, because of sin,” i.e., the body—the human nature—is regarded and treated as dead from the Divine
standpoint. God is no longer regarding us and judging us according to the flesh, but according to the spirit, the mind,
the .will. Each one coming into Christ, accepting Him as his substitute, is regarded as having suffered the penalty of
sin—death. As a human being he is reckoned dead, but alive as a New Creature, begotten of the spirit of God.

“But the spirit is life, because of righteousness.” That is, because the spirit, or mind, or will is in harmony with God,



from the Divine standpoint it is regarded as alive, and the individual is judged according to that, and not according to

the flesh. One has said, In the case of these New Creatures in Christ, from the Divine standpoint the body is treated as
dead, but the spirit, or mind, is treated as alive. It is the New Creature which God recognises, to which He purposes to
give a new spirit body in due time, in the first resurrection.

“It is necessary that this thought be clearly fixed in our minds, in order that we may continually realise our place
toward God, and His favour and sympathy toward us in Christ. If we lose sight of the fact that God regards us from the
standpoint of the will, if we get to thinking of ourselves and God’s estimate of us as according to the flesh, we are sure
to get proportionately into darkness and discouragement. But let us not forget, on the other hand, that the spirit or will
is counted alive because of its righteousness, because it is in harmony with God. Let us, therefore, never be slack in
respect of the will, or intention governing the conduct of our lives, but remember that any laxity will mean the
proportionate loss of spiritual life. To will right is always possible to us, and nothing less than an absolutely loyal will
could be acceptable to God in Christ.”

It is only as we come into Christ by a full consecration, that we have His merit imputed to us, and that the body is
reckoned dead. The consecration must be a real one, too. In other words, the spirit of Christ must dwell in us; it must
have become our spirit, a spirit of absolute loyalty to God and His will. If the worldly spirit, or a spirit of selfwill, or
selfishness, is dwelling in us, we are not in Christ, and the body is not reckoned dead because of sin; in other words, the
merit of Christ is not imputed to us, and we are regarded as still in the flesh, from the Divine standpoint. “But if the
spirit of Him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, He that raised up Christ from the dead shall also make
alive your mortal bodies by His spirit that dwelleth in you.”

The spirit of God, and the spirit of Christ, are here regarded as one, as we see from verse 9, where the Apostle says,
“Ye are not in the flesh, but in the spirit, if so be that the spirit of God dwell in you, but if any man have not the spirit
of Christ, he is none of His.” It is the holy spirit of God (which is also the spirit of Christ) actively operating in us who
have come into Christ, that the Apostle speaks of here. If the holy spirit of God, which we have received, is not
hindered by our “minding” or following, or desiring earthly things—the gratification of our natural, fleshly desires—
that holy spirit will so work in us, so influence us, as to lead us, urge us indeed to use our mortal bodies, and all their
powers, in the service of God.

The Apostle shows here that it is the power of God working in us, and not our own mere strength of purpose and
desire, that makes us active in His service. Without. the aid of His holy spirit we could neither desire nor will” strongly
enough to overcome the flesh and its desires, so, that our only aim will be to serve the heavenly Father—to walk in the
narrow way of self-sacrifice continually even till death.

The power which God exerted in raising the Lord Jesus out of death is compared by the Apostle with the power which
He will exert on our behalf, if we maintain our attitude of full consecration to Him, to enable us to serve Him faithfully,
and, as New Creatures, to overcome and keep the flesh under, and make us active and energetic in the service of
righteousness.

When the Apostle says, “The flesh lusteth against the spirit and the spirit against the flesh, and these are contrary the
one to the other, so that ye cannot do the things that ye would,” he is speaking to those who have become New
Creatures in Christ, to whom old things have passed away,, and all things have become new.

These are represented as being begotten of the spirit,, and therefore, to be in reality spirit beings who will be. changed
in the resurrection; spirit beings who have, so to speak, not yet been completed. But the New Creature has only the
flesh in which to operate at the present time. But God expects him to manifest his loyalty to Him, and to demonstrate
his worthiness of being raised to perfection of the spirit in the first resurrection.

The Apostle says that these New Creatures must expect to find a conflict going on—the spirit lusting or earnestly
desiring against the flesh, and the flesh against the spirit, the new spirit, the mind of Christ begotten in them. The New
Creature strongly desires to be loyal to God, and to do His will, the flesh strongly desires against all this. These two
spirits are in opposition—in antagonism to each other. The flesh desires to serve itself, earthly objects, earthly aims.
The New Creature desires to set its affections on the heavenly things, and to sacrifice the earthly interests, and aims,
and prospects, to live as a spirit being sojourning only in the flesh, to live no longer as a human being with earthly
interests. Whatever serves the one interest, is in conflict with the other interest. If we, as New Creatures, live after, or in
accordance with the desires of the flesh, if we renounce, or fail to fulfil, our covenant of sacrifice, we will die, but if we
mortify or kill the deeds of the flesh and give them up wholly in order to fulfil those of the spirit, we shall live, we shall
have everlasting life.

In the case of our Lord Jesus, although He was holy, harmless and undefiled, there was such a conflict, the earthly



interests drawing one way, and the heavenly interests another. These were all pure and perfect desires, yet as a New
Creature, begotten of the holy spirit, He was obliged to overcome them. We recall our Lord’s words very near the
conclusion of His ministry: “I have a baptism to be baptised with, and how am | straitened till it be accomplished.”

The conflict was going on, but the Lord’s spirit was firm, and He was obedient to the terms of His sacrifice. Being
perfect, He could do the things that He would—He did them and won the great victory. In our case the matter is
different. We are by nature fallen. Our earthly appetites and tastes are depraved. All of us are more or less imperfect,
some more depraved than others.

Our flesh is depraved; we cannot do fully the things that we desire to do as New Creatures. We therefore need the merit
of Christ to assist us; hence the Apostle tells us that every time we have done wrong, we should acknowledge the error,
and go to the throne of heavenly grace to obtain ‘mercy and find help for future nerds. Thus we show to God the
loyalty of our hearts. All those having Christ’s mind or disposition are hampered by the weaknesses of the flesh, the
fallen flesh; but they have an Advocate to whom they may go and have these weaknesses of the fallen flesh
compensated for.

Under the inspiring influences of God’s promises and the message of the Gospel, we have been received by our great
Advocate as members of His Body—as New Creatures in Christ, begotten of the holy spirit. As New Creatures, we are
expected to go forward step by step, continually fighting against the snares of Satan, and the earthly tendencies of our
fleshly nature. This is the Christian’s life—the battle the Apostle speaks of. The two influences—the flesh and the
spirit—are contrary, hence the conflict. There is no need to go outside and battle with others; there is plenty to do
within. In due time by the power of the first resurrection, we will lose the old body altogether, and will be clothed upon
with immortality. If we are “faithful unto death,” we shall be like our Lord and Head; we shall see Him as He is and
share His glory. Then, and only then, will the conflict cease.

Numerous incentives to faithfulness in submitting ourselves to the leading of the spirit have been provided by our
heavenly Father. Great and precious promises with reference to the present life—assurances of His care, of His loving
interest in, and concern for all that affects our interests as New Creatures. He assures us that “like as a father pities his
children, (and cares for them) so the Lord pities and cares for those that fear Him.” That “He will never leave or
forsake them.” That they are continually being guarded by the power of God through faith, from the evils which
surround them, so that they may ultimately receive the salvation—the great salvation to the glory and perfection of the
Divine nature which He has provided for them.

To this end He has opened up to us a wonderful knowledge of Himself and of His purposes. In 2 Pet. 1:2, the Apostle
refers to this and to the rich blessings which come to those who receive this knowledge into honest and obedient hearts.
He says, “Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ our Lord.” This is
an expression of the Apostle’s desire that through the intimate knowledge of God, gained through a study of His Word
(backed up by obedience to it, without which the mere knowledge would be useless) the Lord’s people might receive
the favour of God more and more, and the peace of God which passes all mere human understanding and can only be
possessed by those who trust in Him fully, and have committed themselves and all of their concerns—spiritual and
temporal—fully to His keeping. These will grow or be “multiplied” in proportion as their practical knowledge of Him
increases, as our Lord Himself said, “This is eternal life that they might know Thee, the only true God and Jesus Christ
whom Thou hast sent” (and has revealed the Father fully to them).

Our strength, our ability to become overcomers is derived from a knowledge of God’s character and plans, and of the
conditions upon which we may share in them. Further on the Apostle refers to the bountiful provision God has made of
all things that are needful to our attainment of the spiritual life, and Godlikeness of character to which we have been
called and which it is His desire that we should possess.

The Apostle reminds us of the exceeding great and precious promises God has given us, and declares that it is by
means of these that we are to escape the corruption that is prevalent throughout the world and become partakers of the
Divine nature. These promises which relate to the high-calling of God in Christ Jesus include the promise of
forgiveness through the merit of Christ; the opportunity to attain to immortality, the Divine nature and joint-heirship
with Christ and the provision of the necessary aid to enable us to attain to it; the promise of strength, comfort and
support in trial; of a glorious resurrection; and of unending fellowship with Himself, and the Lord Jesus, and the
perfected saints.

In view of the greatness and glory of the objects promised, they are in fact exceedingly precious. Or if we look at their
influence upon us now, in supporting and strengthening, and encouraging us, and assisting us to overcome our present
weaknesses, and the hope with which they inspire us, they are exceedingly precious. The things which God has
promised to His faithful children, in connection with their “high calling” are such that they attract their minds away



from the trifles and delusions which captivate and often frenzy the minds of mankind in general. Theirs are higher joys,
higher ambitions, far greater riches, and a heavenly and eternal kingdom. The ambitions inspired by these heavenly
promises are holy ambitions, full of mercy and good fruits, and operate along the lines of love, while the operations of
the earthly ambitions are along the lines of selfishness. Faith in God’s promises to the Church, is the great incentive to
the call and its requirements as the Apostle says (Rom. 8:24, 25): “We are saved by hope” (hope based on faith in these
great and precious promises of God). They are encouraged to faithfulness to the conditions of their covenant with the
Lord, and thus receive the reward, becoming partakers of the Divine nature in the resurrection.

The great and precious promises of God, relating to the high calling to joint-heirship with Christ and participation in
the Divine nature, are conditional, and it is faith in these promises which makes obedience to the conditions attached to
them possible.

There are other precious promises also—promises of all-needed grace to help us in our journey heavenward, and faith
in these promises also, enables us to take advantage of the proffered help, and by this means to attain to the goal—the
blessed condition of character-likeness to Christ, towards which we are running.

God’s design in calling His people out of the world, and giving them His great promises, is that they might become free
from the prevailing selfishness and sin—that they might “walk in newness of life”; that they should develop the spirit
of love; that they should learn to do to others as they would that others should do to them; that they should no longer
bring forth fruit (leading) unto death, but unto God.

By having their minds, their hopes, centred in the promises of God, and making these their sole aim, they are lifted
above the selfish desires and ambitions which are at the root of the evil—the corruption that is in the world.

“If we were raised with Christ, seek the things which are above where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set
your affections on things above, not on things on the earth, for ye died (to these things) and your life (begun now, as
New Creatures, and to be completed in the resurrection) is hid with Christ in God. When Christ who is our life shall
appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in glory.” “We all with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of
the Lord, are changed into the same image, from glory to glory, as by the spirit of the Lord.” “For which cause we faint
not, for though our outward man is perishing, our inward man is being renewed day by day . . . while we look not at the
things that are seen but at things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which
are not seen are eternal.”

Bible Study Meetings.

Melbourne.—Excelsior House (3rd Floor), 17 Elizabeth Street.—Sundays, 3 p.m. and 6 p.m. Wednesdays, 7.45 p.m.,
as arranged, usually at 19 Ermington Place, Kew.

Adelaide.—R.A.O.B. Hall, 48 Flinders Street, (near Gawler place), Sundays, 3 p.m. and 6.30 p.m.; Wednesdays,
7.30 p.m.

Perth.—Druid’s Chambers, 459 Hay Street East.—Sundays, 3.30 p.m. and 6.15 p.m.

Sydney.— Child Study Rooms, 75 Liverpool Street—Sunday 3.30 p.m. and 6 p.m.

Consecration.

“Consecration is not a religiously selfish thing. If it sinks into that it ceases to be consecration. We want our lives
‘kept’ not that we may feel happy and be saved the distress consequent on wandering and get the power with God and
man and other privileges linked with it. We shall have all this because the lower is included in the higher; but our true
aim, if the love of Christ constraineth us, will be far beyond this. Not for ‘me’ at all, but “for Jesus’; not for my safety,
but for His glory; not for my comfort, but for His joy; not that I may find rest, but that “‘He may see of the travail of His
soul and be satisfied.” Yes, for Him I want to be kept; kept for His sake; kept for His use; kept to be His witness; kept
for His joy; kept for Him that in me He might show forth some tiny sparkle of His light and beauty; kept to do His will
and His work in His own way; kept, it may be, to suffer for His sake; kept for Him that He may do just what seemeth
Him good with me; kept so that no other lord shall have any more dominion over me, but that Jesus shall have all there
is to have; little enough, indeed, but not divided nor diminished by any other claim. Is not this, to you who love the
Lord, is not this worth living for, worth trusting for?”—F. R. Havergal.



Booklets Reprinted.

“God and Reason,” originally produced by our U.S.A. brethren, has now been printed in our office to supply local
needs. In paper covers, 64 pages, this booklet is very helpful for general witness work. Single copies 5d., two for 9d.,
or 4/3 per doz., post paid. Special rates for quantities without postage.

“Hell, Death, Spiritism,” has been recently reproduced, and will be found most instructive on the particular subjects. In
improved paper cover, 24 pages, price 4d. per copy, four for 1/2, or 3/3 per doz., post paid.

God’s Best Gift.

A new supply of this little book for children is now on hand. It is nicely illustrated, and conveys the truth of God’s Plan
of the Ages in an interesting manner. Containing 30 pages, it is a nice addition to the larger book, “The Ten Camels.”
With bright paper covers, title in gold, at 1/- per copy, and special rates for quantities.

The same story, in smaller size without illustrations, at 4d. each, and four for 1/-.

Two Parable Booklets

“Parables of the Kingdom,” is the title of a booklet recently produced by our English brethren. It contains a short
explanation of six of our Lord’s parables, as follows:— “The Wheat and the Tares,” “The Great Supper,” “The Ten
Virgins,” “The Pearl of Great Price,” “The Rich Man in Hell,” and “The Sheep and Goats.” Containing 29 pages it will
be found a helpful little book for the brethren, or for passing on.

“Some of the Parables” is well known to most of our readers. Containing 90 pages in explanation of a number of our
Lord’s parables and an article on “What Shall be the Sign of Thy Presence and of the End of the World?” it is a most
useful booklet on these subjects.

The above booklets are supplied at 10d., the two; and three copies of each for 2/3, post paid.

Printed by Hickling & Powell Pty. Ltd., Lygon St., East Brunswick for Berean Bible Institute, Ermington Place, Kew,
Melb, E4.
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The World As It Is—As It Will Be

WHAT a world this is! Certainly it is very different from what it was. Indeed, if our grandparents, and with some of us
even, if our parents were to be brought from the tomb, they would probably at first think they had awakened on a
different planet altogether. What wonderful changes have taken place! Our grandparents could look back to the time
when there were no railway trains, no telegraphs, nor the numberless inventions for comfort and labour-saving devices
which we have, let alone the many new wonders of recent years, in airships, aeroplanes, motors, wireless, X-rays, etc.,
Little over 100 years ago the quickest way to travel was on horseback; now it is quite usual to go 60 miles an hour by
train, and by aeroplane it is now possible to travel at about 400 miles an hour.

It is not necessary to say more; these things are what we see and read of day by day. The point to notice is that for
about 5900 years the world went on without all these inventions and conveniences. It would appear that much
knowledge possessed by the ancients of 4000 years ago was gradually lost. For instance, there was a wonderful
civilisation in Egypt. The Egyptians were wonderful artificers in carvings, in colours, and experts in scientific matters.
They had some secret mode of making flexible glass and staining glass, and the great Pyramid of Gizeh is still one of
the wonders of the world with its wonderful stones, so large that even today we have no machinery capable of lifting
them; yet they are so evenly surfaced and placed so accurately that it is not possible to even thrust a knife between. Not
only so, but its passage system is a wonderful illustration of the various Divine dispensations toward mankind in the
different ages of the world’s history; and the scientific matters revealed in its construction all speak of much
knowledge, that has been lost and which men have only in recent years been regaining. This, by the way, is one of the
many evidences available that the present-day scientists who teach evolution are quite wrong. There is not any
evidence whatever indicating that there has been the slightest advancement in human nature, either mentally or
physically, for the past 6000 years. This has been admitted by Professor E. G. Conklin, of Harvard University of
U.S.A., who has said: “Undoubtedly there have been minor changes in the human body; probably an increasing
resistance to certain diseases due to the elimination of those persons who were more susceptible, as well as certain
degenerative changes in sense organs, hair, teeth, and toes, but in bodily evolution man has made no marked progress
for at least 20,000 years.”

Just the contrary to evolution has been taking place ever since sin entered and death began to swallow up the human
race. Man has been degenerating ever since that time. When mankind represented by our first parents disobeyed God,
the Almighty left the human family to go its own way and take the consequences of their action. Instead, then, of God’s
law of love developing in their hearts and minds, the spirit of the adversary entered. Selfishness has developed all the
bitter envyings, malice, hatred, strife, resulting in slavery and oppression; greed and ambition and jealousy have
brought about wars and carnage, and morally the race has become weak and corrupt. Many had thought that the
Churches were going to conquer the world for Christ, and that men would by becoming converted get rid of, the
devilish spirit of selfishness, greed and lust, and receive instead the spirit of Christ, of brotherhood, and love, and that
thus the angels’ message of peace and goodwill would be fulfilled.

What is the Position To-day?

From a moral condition we have to confess that the Apostle’s words, 2 Tim. 3:1-5, are undoubtedly being fulfilled: “In
the last days perilous times shall come, for men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud,
blasphemous, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, truce breakers, fa/se accusers,
incontinent, fierce despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, high minded, lovers of pleasure more than lovers of



God, having a form of godliness but denying the power thereof.” We note that these remarks are in respect of
professing Christians, those having a “form of godliness,” and if such be the case with those connected with churches,
what of those who do not have any form of godliness? It is very clear that if the conversion of the world depended upon
the church the world would never be converted. Religion to-day is indeed at a low ebb, but it is just what was
predicted. Our Lord’s own words were:

”When the Son of Man cometh, shall He find faith in the earth?” The Revelation of St. John also predicts that the
church system at the seventh or last period of the church’s history would have lost its power, its zeal; it would be rich
in worldly goods, and sit as a queen, and lack nothing in its own eyes, but in the eyes of “the faithful and true witness,”
they are “wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked,” and he declares: “Because thou art lukewarm and
neither cold nor hot I will spue thee out of my mouth.”—Rev. 3:14-22,

The Industrial Viewpoint.

Many now living can look back at the oppressive conditions under which men, women and children slaved. Men were
expected to do farm work and rear families on about 15/- a week. Men worked from about 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. day by day
for £ 1 a week. Dock labourers would receive 3/6 or 4/- per day, and might sometimes get a full week, but often only a
day or two. They, with their families, lived in the evil-smelling stone-floored homes of the slums, in living
uncomfortableness, with no chance to hope for better days. Women and children even, of 9 or 10 years of age, had to
work in any possible way under terrible conditions and all hours. Well did St. Paul describe the human race under the
curse of sin and death as “the poor groaning creation.” What a mercy it is that such conditions have been greatly
alleviated in our day. Yet how unsatisfactory are matters at present. Although everyone is so much better off, although
the working man today may enjoy comforts and luxuries, unthought of by Zings and the wealthy of days gone by, yet
there was never so much dissatisfaction, so much unrest, and “men’s hearts are to-day failing for what is coming on the
earth.”

The world to-day is facing a great climax. The working class has gained much power, and by united efforts they have
lifted themselves out of the abject slavery of a few years ago, and while there are some splendid men in their ranks who
would guide along the lines of moderation and wisdom, these often fail to control the rank and file.

There is an undercurrent of anarchy. Communism has honeycombed the masses, and the spirit of recklessness and
vengeance is often displayed. In fact, there is every evidence that the world’s crisis is fast approaching, as foretold by
Daniel 12:1.

The Time of the End.

As before intimated, all this change in the world is of recent date. Until the sixteenth century, and the time of the great
Reformation, the world had grovelled along going from bad to worse in ignorance, superstition, oppression and
degradation. With the invention of the printing press and the awakening by the Reformation, the way was being
prepared for the great developments of the present. The Wesley movement, too, was a great factor in the enlightening
process, leading men to feel after something better in the way of conditions. Then came the French Revolution and the
Napoleonic wars, the Pope of Rome was defied and taken to France as a prisoner, where he died. The great power of
the Papacy, the foe of all progress towards light, liberty and truth, was broken. The people began to taste liberty, and
have ever since been gradually attaining it.

From 1800 A.D. the knowledge of God’s Book began to go out into the world. Bible Societies were formed, and where
the Bible goes, knowledge increases and liberty comes. It was during the nineteenth century that the great and
successful missionary enterprises were undertaken, and the Bible sent into every land and nation in the world. It is then
since 1800 that all these wonderful inventions have come about, and that men have “run to and fro” as never before,
and knowledge in every department of science, mechanics, agriculture, medicine, surgery, etc., has been, and still is,
increasing, so that it would be unreasonable t