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IS  BAPTISM ESSENTIAL TO SALVATION?

This su b je c t has been prompted, by th e  m a tte r  o f baptism  
being  d iscu ssed  p u b lic ly  in  re c e n t  tim e s , end i t  i s  f e l t  
t h a t  i t  i s  very  im p o rtan t t h a t  t h i s  s u b je c t  should be u n d er­
sto o d  c le a r ly  from th e  B ib le , w ith o u t b e in g  co lo u red  by what 
we o u rse lv e s  have been ta u g h t from ch ild h o o d  and perhaps in  
v a r io u s  churches. We f e e l  th e re  i s  some m isunderstand ing  to ­
day by some p reach e rs  a s  to  w hat baptism  means a s  ta u g h t  in  
th e  B ib le . T h ere fo re , i t  i s  n o t s u r p r is in g  th a t  people who 
h ea r th e  B ib le quoted re s p e c t in g  baptism  o r  o th e r  s u b je c ts  
should  tak e  what i s  s a id  w ith o u t in v e s t ig a t io n  fo r  th em se l­
v es .

Now we a re  going to  s tu d y  th e  B ib le  on t h i s  im portan t 
su b je c t o f  baptism , and seek  to  determ ine i f  baptism  i s  
r e a l l y  e s s e n t i a l  fo r  s a lv a t io n .

The f i r s t  tim e baptism  i s  m entioned in  th e  B ib le  i s  in  
con n ectio n  w ith  John th e  B a p tis t  p reach in g  rep en tan ce  to  I s ­
r a e l .  John c a l le d  upon I s r a e l ,  who w ere G od's ty p ic a l  people, 
to  re p en t o f  t h e i r  n e g le c t  in  n o t o b serv in g  a s  w e ll a s  th ey  
m ight t h e i r  law Covenant w hich God made w ith  them a t  th e  
hands ■»f Moses. John b a p tiz e d  in  w a te r  th o se  I s r a e l i t e s  who 
showed a  change o f h e a r t  and w ished to  se rv e  God by o b se r­
v ing  th e  law Covenant to  th e  b e s t  o f  t h e i r  a b i l i t y .  T his i s  
shown in  !»Sark 1 :4 ,5 ·  Here we have th e  re c o rd  re s p e c t in g  John 
th e  B a p t is t ,  "John d id  b a p tiz e  in  the  w ild e rn e s s ,  and p reach  
th e  baptism  o f  rep en tan ce  f o r  th e  re m iss io n  o f s in s .  And 
th e re  went o u t un to  him a l l  th e  lan d  o f Judaea, and th ey  o f 
Jeru sa lem , and were a l l  b ap tize d  o f him in  th e  r i v e r  o f J o r ­
dan, co n fess in g  t h e i r  s i n s ."

We remember John th e  B a p tis t was s ix  months o ld e r  th an  
our lo r d ,  .and th a t  meant he began a t  30 y e a rs  o f age , s i x  
months ahead o f our l o r d 's  m in is try , w hich commenced s ix  
months l a t e r .  When we re a d  t e x t s  l i k e  t h i s  i t  i s  very  im por­
t a n t  to  keep in  mind th a t  t h i s  re m iss io n  o f s in  was n o t o r i ­
g in a l  s in .  T his bap tism  was n o t f o r  th e  o r ig in a l  s in  o f a l l  
condemned in  Adam, b u t s in s  a g a in s t  th e  Law Covenant o n ly .
I f  i t  had meant o r ig in a l  s in ,  th e  s a c r i f i c e  o f C h ris t would 
have been u n n ecessa ry . J o h n 's  baptism  in  w a te r  sym bolized 
h e a r t  rep en tan ce  f o r  s in s  a g a in s t  th e  covenant God gave to  
I s r a e l  as  a  n a t io n , and only  to  I s r a e l .  The lo r d  had s a id  
th ro u g h  th e  p ro p h e t, "You only  have I  known o f  a l l  th e  n a ­
t io n s  o f  th e  e a r th ."  God to o k  I s r a e l  ou t o f a l l  th e  o th e r  
n a t io n s , and u sed  them a s  a  ty p ic a l  p eo p le , and ig n o red  th e  
o th e r  n a t io n s  a t  l a r g e .

Some a sk , Why d id  John b a p tiz e  th e  I s r a e l i t e s  in  th e



R iv er Jo ran  a s  a  symbol o f  rep en tan ce  f o r  s in s  a g a in s t  th e  
law Covenant? Why d i d n 't  he s p r in k le  th e  p eo p le  w ith  w a te r?  
Turning to  Jo h n 's  Gospel 1 from v e rse  29 we re a d ,  "The nex t 
day John s e e th  J e su s  coming u n to  him, and s a i t h ,  Behold th e  
lamb o f  God, which ta k e th  away th e  s in  o f  th e  w o rld . T his 
i s  he o f  whom I  s a i d ,  A f te r  me cometh a  man w hich i s  p re ­
f e r r e d  b e fo re  me; f o r  he was b efo re  me. And I  knew him n o t:  
bu t t h a t  he should be m an ife s t to  I s r a e l ,  th e r e fo r e  am I  
come b a p t iz in g  w ith  w a te r .  And John b are  r e c o rd ,  say in g , I  
saw th e  s p i r i t  descending  from heaven l i k e  a  dove, and i t  
abode upon him. And I  knew him n o t;  b u t he t h a t  s e n t  me to  
b a p tiz e  w ith  w a te r , th e  same s a id  un to  me, Upon whom thou 
s h a l t  see  th e  s p i r i t  descend ing , and rem a in in g  on him, th e  
same i s  he w hich b a p t iz e th  w ith  th e  h o ly  s p i r i t . "  This means 
th a t  God se n t John to  b a p t iz e ,  and God w ould see t h a t  John 
had th e  c o r r e c t  in s t r u c t io n s  in  re g a rd  to  th e  form o f  bap­
tism . B esid es , John p ro b ab ly  knew th a t  th e  word "baptism " 
r e a l l y  meant to  immerse, o r  submerge in  wuter th o se  who came 
to  him to  tak e  th e  symbol o f  h e a r t  re p e n ta n c e . They took 
th e  symbol o f  w a te r immersion to  p ic tu r e  rep en tan ce  fo r  
s in s  a g a in s t  t h e i r  law Covenant.

We n o te  from la k e  7 :2 9 ,3 0  th a t  obedience to  J o h n 's  c a l l  
to  re p en tan ce  p le a se d  God. "And a l l  th e  p eo p le  t h a t  h ea rd  
him, and th e  p u b lic a n s , j u s t i f i e d  God, b e in g  b a p tiz e d  w ith  
th e  baptism  o f  John . But th e  ]Pharisees and law y ers  r e je c te d  
th e  co u n se l o f  God a g a in s t  th em selv es, b e in g  n o t b a p tiz e d  
o f h im ."  In  o th e r  w ords, th e y  ig n o red  John a l to g e th e r .  They 
were a  law u n to  th em se lv es , in  n o t a c c e p tin g  t h i s  God-sent 
s e rv a n t who c a l le d  them to  rep en tan ce  to  p re p a re  t h e i r  
h e a r t s  f o r  th e  M essiah , who was go ing  to  commence His m in is ­
t r y  s ix  months a f t e r  John th e  B a p t is t .

O ther t e x t s  r e l a t in g  to  J o h n 's  bap tism  a re  h e lp fu l  a l s o .  
P e t e r 's  words on th e  Day o f  P e n te c o s t, in  A cts 2 from v erse  
36 re a d , "T herefo re l e t  a l l  th e  house o f  I s r a e l  know a s s u r ­
ed ly , t h a t  God h a th  made th a t  same Je su s , whom ye have c r u ­
c i f i e d ,  b o th  Lord and C h r is t .  How when th e y  h ea rd  t h i s ,  th ey  
were p r ic k e d  in  t h e i r  h e a r t ,  and s a id  u n to  P e te r  and to  th e  
r e s t  o f  th e  a p o s t le s ,  Men and b re th re n , w hat s h a l l  we do? 
Then P e te r  s a id  u n to  them , R epent, and be b a p tiz e d  every 
one o f  you in  th e  name o f  Jesu s C h ris t f o r  th e  rem issio n  o f 
s in s ,  and ye s h a l l  r e c e iv e  th e  g i f t  o f  th e  h o ly  s p i r i t .  I b r  
th e  prom ise i s  u n to  you, and to  your c h i ld re n ,  and to  a l l  
th a t  a r e  a f a r  o f f ,  even a s  many a s  th e  Lord o u r God s h a l l  
c a l l . "  We n o te  th e re  a  q u a lify in g  s ta te m e n t, "even a s  many 
a s  th e  Lord o u r God s h a l l  c a l l . "  T his prom ise was n o t to  a l l  
the n a t io n s  a t  l a r g e ,  b u t to  a s  many a s  God would c a l l  a f t e r
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those  Jews, t h e i r  c h i ld re n ,  and th o se  " a fa r  o f f " ,  r e f e r r in g  
to  the  G e n tile s .  We n o te  t h a t  those  who w ere "p rick ed  in  
t h e i r  h e a r t"  when they  h ea rd  o f th e  d read fu l s in  o f  c r u c i fy ­
in g  the  Lord, were to ld  to  re p e n t and he b a p tiz e d  fo r  the  
rem iss io n  o f  s in s —rem issio n  o f  s in s  a g a in s t  th e  Law Coven­
a n t .  This was John th e  B a p t i s t 's  baptism  being  p r a c t i s e d  fo r  
rem issio n  o f  s in s ;  w ashing away t h e i r  s in s  in  re s p e c t  o f 
t h e i r  d isobed ience to  th e  Law o f  Moses.

Then we have th e  case  o f  th e  A postle  P a u l, who a ls o  had 
s in n ed  a g a in s t  th e  Law Covenant, and a f t e r  h i s  co n v ersio n  
on th e  Damascus Road, we re a d  in  A cts 9 :18 , a f t e r  he was 
b lin d ed  and l a t e r  h i s  s ig h t  was r e s to r e d  c o n s id e ra b ly  we have 
th i s  te s tim o n y , "And im m ediately  th e re  f e l l  from h i s  eyes 
a s  i t  had been s c a le s ;  and he re c e iv e d  s ig h t  fo r th w ith , and 
a ro s e , and was b a p tiz e d ."  We a re  n o t to ld  what k in d  o f bap­
tism  t h i s  was, in  t h i s  v e rse , b u t we have a  t e x t  to  h e lp  u s 
by comparing A cts 22:16. We see from t h i s  t e x t  t h a t  Paul 
took John th e  B a p t i s t 's  b a p tism ,—"And now, why t a r r i e s t  
thou? A r is e ,  and be b a p tiz e d , and wash away th y  s in s ,  c a l l ­
in g  on th e  name o f  th e  L ord ."  In  h i s  h e a r t ,  he came back i n ­
to  harmony w ith  God under th e  Law Covenant, because he was 
a  Jew. John the  B a p t i s t 's  bap tism  a p p lie d  to  him. When we 
re ad  o f  people b e in g  b a p tiz e d  fo r  re m iss io n  o f  s in s ,  we can 
be q u ite  su re  t h a t  i t  i s  John th e  B a p t i s t 's  b ap tism , and n o t 
C h ris tia n  bap tism .

When Jesu s  took  w a te r bap tism , we f in d  He commenced a  
new symbol fo r  C h r is tia n  bap tism . How do we know Je su s  d id  
n o t tak e  J o h n 's  baptism ? For th e  re aso n  th a t  J o h n 's  bap tism  
p ic tu re d  w ashing away s in s  a g a in s t  th e  Law Covenant, and 
Jesu s  had no s in s  o f any k ind  to  wash away, hence He could  
n o t go to  John and tak e  Jo h n 's  bap tism . That i s  why John the  
B ap tis t was so amazed th a t  J e s u s , the p e r fe c t  One, should  
come to  him fo r  bap tism . John co u ld  n o t u n d ers tan d  i t ,  be­
cause he knew th a t  f o r  th e  I s r a e l i t e s  whom he was b a p tiz in g , 
i t  p ic tu re d  rem iss io n  o f  s in s .  Je su s  had no s in s  to  be p i c -  
t o r i a l l y  washed away. In  L fe tt.3:13-15 we see how John the  
B a p tis t  was in  some concern  abou t J e s u s . "Then com eth Jesu s  
from G a lile e  to  Jo rdan  u n to  John , to  be b ap tize d  o f him . But 
John fo rb ad  him, say in g , I  have need to  be b a p tiz e d  o f th ee , 
and comest thou to  me?" I f  e i th e r  of u s need b ap tism , John 
would say , i t  i s  me, n o t you. "Jesu s answ ering s a id  un to  
him, S u ffe r  i t  to  be so now; f o r  th u s  i t  becometh u s  to  f u l ­
f i l  a l l  r ig h te o u s n e s s .  Then he su ffe re d  him ." When John 
cou ld  see t h a t  J e su s  re q u ire d  t h i s  s e rv ic e  o f  him, he immer­
sed our Lord in  th e  R iver Jo rdan  w ith o u t knowing th e  dep th  
o f  th e  new symbol th e  Lord was tak in g  f o r  C h r is tia n  baptism .
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4 .
So f a r  a s  we know J e s u s  d id  n o t e x p la in  to  John th e  Bap­

t i s t  t h a t  H is bap tism  was d i f f e r e n t  to  t h a t  w hich John was 
p erfo rm in g  fo r  th e  re p e n ta n t  I s r a e l i t e s .  The words o f  Je su s  
in  Luke 1 2 :5 0 , however, a r e  very  r e v e a l in g .  These words o f 
our Lord w ere spoken q u ite  a  tim e a f t e r  He had been b a p tize d  
in  th e  R iv e r Jo rd a n . "But I  have a  b ap tism  to  be b a p tiz e d  
w ith , and how am I  s t r a i t e n e d  t i l l  i t  be acco m p lish ed :" The 
m argin s a y s ,  "How am I  p a in e d  u n t i l  i t  be accom plished ."  We 
see h e re  J  esu s was speaking  o f  a  c o n tin u a l  b a p t i  sm g o in g  on 
in  H is h e a r t .  T his was d ea th  bap tism , t h a t  w hich  He e n te red  
in to  when He co n secra ted  H is l i f e  to  th e  H eavenly F a th e r .
"I have a  b ap tism  to  be b a p tiz e d  w ith " ,  and a l l  His l i f e  
t h i s  b ap tism  was going· on . I t  began when He co n se c ra te d  His 
l i f e  to  God and sym bolized i t  i n  w a te r ,  John th e  B a p tis t 
s e rv in g  Him. I t  was going on each day o f  H is l i f e ,  and was 
n o t  consummated u n t i l  th e  C ross. J e s u s  th e n ,  in  going to  
John th e  B a p t is t ,  was sym boliz ing  H is d ea th  b ap tism , g iv in g  
H is l i f e  f o r  th e  w o rld  o f  mankind when He w as b a p tiz e d  in  
w a te r  by Jo h n . He had p re v io u s ly  c o n se c ra te d  H is h e a r t  to  
God b e fo re  He came fo r  th e  sym bol.

Thus our Lord s e t  a  p a t t e r n  o f  w a te r  im mersion f o r  C h ris ­
t i a n s ,  a l l  who ac c e p t th e  i n v i ta t io n  to  w alk  in  th e  s te p s  o f 
C h r is t in  s a c r i f i c e .  He s e t  th e  example f o r  o th e r s  to  y ie ld  
t h e i r  l iv e s  in  d e a th  b ap tism , and th en  ta k e  th e  symbol 
a f te iw a rd s —being  a  symbol o f  th a t  a lre a d y  tak en  p la c e  in  
th e  h e a r t .  The m a tte r  i s  b e a u t i f u l ly  p re s e n te d  to  u s i n  Rom. 
6 :3 -5 . T h is  i s  th e  A p o stle  P au l sp eak in g ; he who was now so 
w e ll  equipped w ith  a l l  th e  t r u th s  o f  th e  B ib le ,  a f t e r  he 
had  been c a p tiv a te d  on th e  Damascus Road and y ie ld e d  h i s  
l i f e  f u l l y  to  th e  L ord. "Know ye n o t ,  t h a t  so many o f  u s  as 
w ere b a p tiz e d  in to  Je su s  C h ris t w ere b a p tiz e d  in to  h i s  
dea th?" We see  h e re  P au l i s  speaking n o t o f  w a te r  baptism  
a t  a l l ,  b u t o f  th e  r e a l  d ea th  bap tism . A ll  t h a t  a re  b a p t iz ­
ed in to  Je su s  C h ris t a re  b a p tiz e d  in to  H is d ea th . "T here­
fo re  we a r e  b u ried  w ith  him by bap tism  in to  d ea th : t h a t  l i k e  
a s  C h r is t was r a is e d  up from th e  dead by th e  g lo ry  o f th e  
F a th e r , even so we a lso  shou ld  w alk in  newness o f  l i f e .  For 
i f  we have been p la n te d  to g e th e r  in  th e  l ik e n e s s  o f  H is 
d e a th , we s h a l l  be a ls o  in  th e  l ik e n e s s  o f  h i s  re s u rre c tio n ."  
Here we see c l e a r ly  th e  A postle  i s  n o t  sp eak in g  o f  w a te r 
b ap tism  a t  a l l ,  b u t r a th e r  o f  d ea th  b ap tism . T h is i s  th e  
im p o rtan t p o in t  to  keep i n  mind—th a t  w a te r  bap tism  i s  bu t 
th e  symbol o f  th e  r e a l i t y .  N o tice  how c l e a r l y  v e rse  5 re a d s  
—" I f  we have been p la n te d  to g e th e r  in  th e  l ik e n e s s  o f  h i s  
( C h r i s t 's )  d ea th , we s h a l l  be a lso  in  th e  l ik e s s  o f  h i s  
r e s u r r e c t io n ."



We have a  s im ila r  q u o ta tio n  from th e  same A postle  in  Col. 
2 :12 . Paul h e re  say s, "B uried  w ith  him in  b ap tism , w herein  
a lso  ye a re  r i s e n  w ith ’him through th e  f a i t h  o f  th e  o p era­
t io n  o f  God, who h a th  r a is e d  him from th e  d ea d ."  Here aga in  
th e re  i s  no re fe re n c e  to  w a te r  a t  a l l ,  no re fe re n c e  to  th e  
symbol b u t to  th e  r e a l i t y ,  h e a r t  bap tism , h e a r t  submerging 
in to  C h ris t» s  d ea th . As C h r is t  was on th e  a l t a r  from the  
time o f H is co n se c ra tio n  a t  Jo rd an , fo r  y e a r s ,  so a ls o  
a re  t r u e  C h ris tia n s  on th e  a l t a r  o f s a c r i f i c e  a,n  t h e i r  
l i v e s .

In  I s a . 53:12 we have a  lo v e ly  prophecy. T his whole 53rd  
c h a p te r i s  r e f e r r in g  to  our l o r d 's  g re a t  s a c r i f i c e .  In  v erse  
12 we have a  d e s c r ip tio n  o f  ou r L o rd 's  d ea th  bap tism , w r i t ­
te n  so many y ea rs  beforehand  under th e  guidance o f  the  
s p i r i t  o f  God through th e  p ro p h e t when he d e c la re d , "because 
he h a th  poured out h is  so u l un to  d ea th ."  T his p o u rin g  ou t o f 
H is  so u l u n to  d ea th  was go ing  on day by day f o r y ־!3  ea rs  o f 
our L o rd 's  m in is try , p ouring  o u t His l i f e  on b e h a lf  o f  hu­
m anity . He was pouring  ou t H is human l i f e  so th a t  when He 
s a id , " I t  i s  f in is h e d " , th e  s a c r i f i c e  was p ro v id ed  on be­
h a l f  o f a l l  hum anity.

The A postle  P au l, hav ing  been p la n te d  in  th e  l ik e n e s s  o f 
C h r i s t 's  d ea th , s a id  in  2 C o r.4 :10 ,11 , when he was d e s c r ib ­
ing  h i s  s a c r i f i c i a l  l i f e  in  th e  s te p s  o f th e  M aster, "always 
b ea rin g  about in  th e  body th e  dying o f  th e  Lord J e su s , th a t  
the  l i f e  a ls o  o f Je su s  m ight be made m an ife st in  our body; 
f o r  we w hich l i v e  a re  alw ay d e liv e re d  un to  d ea th  fo r  J e s u s ' 
sake , t h a t  th e  l i f e  a lso  o f  Je su s  m ight be made m an ife st in  
our m o rta l f l e s h ."  That i s  a  very  deep t r u t h  re v e a le d  by 
th e  A postle  P au l; b ea rin g  abou t in  the  body th e  dy ing , o r 
th e  s a c r i f i c e ,  o f  th e  Lord Jesu s C h r is t .  B earing  abou t in  
th e  same manner a s  d id  J e s u s , the  g re a t  Head o f  th e  Church. 
Prom t h i s  s tan d p o in t we can w e ll u n d ers tan d  th e  words o f 
th e  A p o stle  ag a in  in  2 Tim.2 :1 0 ,U .  P a u l 's  words h e re  to  
Timothy re a d , "T herefore I  endure a l l  th in g s  fo r  th e  e l e c t 's  
sak es, th a t  th ey  may a lso  o b ta in  th e  s a lv a t io n  w hich i s  in  
C h ris t Je su s  w ith  e te r n a l  g lo ry . I t  i s  a  f a i t h f u l  say in g :
For i f  we be dead w ith  him, we s h a l l  a ls o  l i v e  w ith  h im ."
I f  we a re  p la n te d  to g e th e r  in  th e  l ik e n e s s  o f  H is death ,
H is dea th  bap tism , we s h a l l  a ls o  l iv e  w ith  Him.

C ontinu ing , th en , w ith  th e  thought th a t  th e  L o rd 's  people 
o f t h i s  Gospel Age a re  b a p tiz e d  in to  C h r i s t 's  d ea th , we have 
the  words o f th e  A postle  P au l aga in  in  1 C or.1 2 :1 2 ,1 3 . "For 
a s  the  body i s  one, and h a th  many members, and a l l  the  mem­
b ers  o f th a t  one body, being  many, a re  one body; so a ls o  i s  
C h r is t .  For by one s p i r i t  a re  we a l l  b a p tiz e d  in to  one body,
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w h eth e r we he Jews o r  G e n ti le s ,  w he ther we he bond o r  f r e e ;  
and have been a l l  made to  d r in k  in to  one s p i r i t ."  Hot on ly  
i s  th e  Head, C h r is t  Je su s  a n o in te d , h u t th e  body i s  a lso  
a n o in te d  a s  th ey  a r e  s a c r i f i c e d  in  H is s t e p s .  P au l, o f  
c o u rse , w ro te  when th e  High C a llin g  had been extended to  
th e  ^ e n t i l e s .  I t  was no lo n g e r  r e s t r i c t e d  to  th e  Jews, bu t 
now "by one s p i r i t  we a r e  a l l  b a p tiz e d  in to  one body, 
w h e th e r we be Jews o r  G e n ti le s ."  Here ag a in  he was n o t 
speak ing  o f  w a te r  bap tism , b u t o f  th e  r e a l i t y ,  h e a r t  sub­
m erging o r  immersion in to  C h r i s t 's  d ea th , a  y ie ld in g  o f  
o n e 's  w hole b e in g , th e  same as  when Jesu s c o n se c ra te d  H is 
l i f e  on th e  a l t a r  f o r  th e  s a c r i f i c e  f 0r  <0  ̂ o f  hum anity.

That i s  why God i s  ta k in g  ou t a  p eop le  who w i l l  d e l ig h t  
to  w alk  in  th e  s te p s  o f C h r is t ,  and to  w alk  as He walked in  
H is g race  and s t r e n g th .  He, th e  p e r f e c t  One, was a b le  to  do 
a l l  th in g s  p e r f e c t ly .  The fo llo w ers  o f  J e su s  a re  covered by 
th e  robe o f  H is r ig h te o u s n e s s  when th e y  a c c e p t Him a s  t h e i r  
S av io u r, and God i s  lo o k in g  a t  them th ro u g h  th e  p e r fe c tio n  
o f  J  e s u s ; th a t  i  s  why th e y  have hope o f  a t t a i n i n g  to  th e  
same g lo ry ,  by th e  L o rd 's  g race  and s t r e n g th .  By th e  s p i r i t  
o f  God a l l  a r e  b a p tiz e d  in to  t h i s  Body o f  C h r is t ,  b o th  Jews 
and G e n ti le s ,  bond and f r e e ;  made to  d r in k  in to  one s p i r i t ,  
f o r  th e  body i s  n o t one b u t many members.

A nother t e x t  w ith  re fe re n c e  to  d ea th  b ap tism  i s  found in  
G a l.3 :2 7 ,2 8 . Paul a g a in  speak ing  sa y s , " fo r  a s  many o f  you 
a s  have been b a p tiz e d  in to  C h ris t have p u t on C h r i s t ." Those 
who have tak en  th e  same p r iv i le g e d  o p p o rtu n ity  o f  la y in g  
down t h e i r  l i v e s  w ith  C h r is t  on th e  b a s is  o f  H is p e r fe c tio n , 
p u t on more and more th e  d is p o s i t io n  o f th e  g r e a t  Head Him­
s e l f .  "There i s  n e i th e r  Jew n o r Greek, th e r e  i s  n e i th e r  
bond n o r  f r e e ,  th e re  i s  n e i th e r  male n o r fem ale ; f o r  ye a re  
a l l  one in  C h ris t  J e s u s " ,  on th e  b a s is  o f  f a i t h  in  C h ris t 
and com plete c o n se c ra tio n  to  God."I beseech  you th e re fo re  
b re th re n , by th e  m erc ies o f  God, t h a t  ye p re s e n t  your bod­
ie s  a  l i v in g  s a c r i f i c e " ,  i s  th e  i n v i ta t io n  t h a t  God g iv e s  
to  th o se  who a re  prom pted in  t h e i r  h e a r ts  to  y ie ld  th em se l­
ves to  G od's s e r v ic e ,  to  be dead w ith  C h ris t i f  so be th ey  
may l i v e  w i th  Him in  th e  same g lo r io u s  in h e r i ta n c e  a s  He 
has a lre a d y  en te red  i n t o .

Up to  now we have r e f e r r e d  to  th e  bap tism  o f John th e  
B a p tis t  f o r  re m iss io n  o f  s in s  a g a in s t  th e  Law Covenant, fo r  
I s r a e l i t e s  o n ly , and up to  th e  tim e o f  C h r i s t 's  f i r s t  a d ­
ven t and th e  e a r ly  Church. Then we have r e f e r r e d  to  C h r is t 's  
dea th  b ap tism , and H is t r u e  fo llo w ers  b e in g  b a p tiz e d  in to  
H is d e a th . A lso we have m entioned th a t  w a te r  baptism  i s  a
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symbol o n ly , bo th  in  th e  oase o f  J o h n 's  baptism  and d ea th  
bap tism . How we come to  our q u es tio n —I s  baptism  e s s e n t ia l  
f o r  s a lv a t io n ?  We may add , I s  d ea th  b ap tism  e s s e n t ia l  fo r  
s a lv a tio n ?

We ask  ag a in , Was d ea th  baptism  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  Jesu s?  Our 
lo rd  answ ers th a t  q u e s tio n  in  l fe t t .2 0 :2 8 ,  a s  to  w hether 
d ea th  bap tism  was e s s e n t i a l  fo r  Him. Our lo rd  sa y s , "The 
Son o f Man came n o t to  be m in is te re d  u n to , b u t to  m in is te r ,  
and to  g iv e  h is  l i f e  a  ransom fo r  many." T h is t e l l s  u s  d i s ­
t i n c t l y  th a t  d ea th  bap tism  was e s s e n t i a l  f o r  J e s u s . He came 
no t to  be m in is te red  u n to , to  be w a ited  on, to  be serv ed , 
bu t He came to  s e rv e . He came to  la y  down H is l i f e  in  s a c r i ­
f i c e ;  hence dea th  bap tism  was e s s e n t i a l  f o r  our lo rd ,  f o r  
th a t  was th e  g re a t m issio n  fo r  w hich He came in to  th e  w o rld , 
—to  t a s t e  death  f o r  every  man. And d ea th  baptism  was e sse n ­
t i a l  fo r  our l o r d 's  g re a t  e x a l ta t io n  to  th e  l a t h e r 's  r ig h t  
hand.

Turning to  John 1 7 :4 ,5 , we remember t h i s  lo v e ly  p ra y e r 
was g iv en  to  th e  l a th e r  on the  n ig h t j u s t  b e fo re  J e s u s ' c r u ­
c i f ix io n ,  a f t e r  th e  Memorial Supper and j u s t  p r io r  to  G eth- 
eerrme."I have g lo r i f i e d  th ee  on th e  e a r th :  I  have f in is h e d  
th e  w ork which thou g a v e s t me to  do. And now, 0 lea th e r, 
g lo r i f y  thou  me w ith  th in e  own s e l f  w ith  th e  g lo ry  w hich I  
had w ith  th ee  b efo re  th e  w o rld  w as."  He i s  say in g  His s a c r i ­
f i c e  i s  a s  good as com pleted . He knew He was to  be b rough t 
to  th e  s la u g h te r ,  and in  a  few hours He w ould be c r u c i f ie d .  
He knew He was to  be th e  Iamb o f God on th i s  p a r t i c u la r  
P assover seaso n . He had f in is h e d  th e  w ork God gave Him to  
do. fe a th  baptism  was e s s e n t i a l  f o r  Je su s  to  accom plish s a l ­
v a tio n  f o r  hum anity, and f o r  the  F a th e r r a i s in g  Him to  H is 
own r i g h t  hand, th a t  He m ight have th e  preem inence in  a l l  
t h in g s .

And i s  i t  n o t a ls o  so w ith  C h r i s t 's  co n sec ra ted  fo llo w ­
e rs?  We have such t e x t s  a s  Horn.6 : 5 ,—" I f  we have been p la n ­
te d  to g e th e r  in  th e  l ik e n e s s  o f  h i s  d e a th , we s h a l l  be a ls o  
in  th e  l ik e n e s s  o f  h i s  r e s u r r e c t io n ."  The A postle  P e te r  ex ­
p la in s  th e  same m a tte r  v e ry  b e a u t i f u l ly  to  u s  in  1 P e t . 3 :2 0 , 
21. P e te r  i s  r e f e r r in g  to  th e  Ark o f  N oah 's day, w hich saved  
a  few , even e ig h t , from th e  g re a t F lood o f  w a te r . He i s  
t e l l i n g  u s  h e re , a f t e r  speak ing  o f th e  Ark, "a l i k e  f ig u re  
w hereunto even bap tism  doth  a lso  now save u s ."  We a sk , What 
i s  th e  f ig u re ?  The Flood o f w a te r w hich th e re  submerged th e  
w orld  meant d ea th  to  th e  w o rld , w h ile  Noah and h i s  fa m ily , 
though submerged in  th e  same w a te r ,  w ere hidden in  th e  Ark, 
and by th e  Ark t h e i r  l i v e s  were sp a red . S im ila r ly ,  C h ris ­
t i a n s  b a p tiz e d  in to  C h r i s t 's  d ea th , to  become members o f



H is body, a r e  in  t h e i r  Ark o f  s a f e ty ,  and  by p rov ing  f a i t h ­
f u l  u n to  d ea th  a re  saved  in  th e  F i r s t  R e s u rre c tio n . But to  
u se  P e t e r 's  w ords h e re , and say th a t  w a te r  b ap tism  doth  now 
save u s ,  i s  a b s o lu te ly  u n s c r ip tu r a l .  The A p o stle  P e te r  was 
n o t t a lk in g  about w a te r  b ap tism , b u t bap tism  in to  C h r i s t 's  
d e a th , w hich  saves th e  C h r is t ia n  in  th e  F i r s t  R esu rre c tio n . 
This v e rse  has been u sed  by c e r ta in  p re a c h e rs  to  im press 
th e  though t th a t  w a te r  bap tism  i s  th e  means o f  s a lv a t io n .  
P e te r  i s  n o t  ta lk in g  abou t w a te r  b ap tism  a t  a l l  h e re , b u t 
th e  r e a l  d ea th  bap tism  th a t  means C h r is t ia n s  a re  saved  in  
th e  F i r s t  R esu rrec tio n  a s  th ey  prove f a i t h f u l  u n to  d ea th .

We s a y , What abou t w a te r  baptism ? Throughout th e  B ib le , 
o f  c o u rse , w a te r  bap tism  i s  u sed  a s  a  sym bol. There has 
been m isunderstand ing  th roughout th e  v a r io u s  c e n tu r ie s ,  and 
a  s h o r t  newspaper c u t t in g  i s  o f  i n t e r e s t .  R ecen tly  th i s  a p ­
p eared  in  th e  P ress  in  B ig lan d . I t  r e f e r s  to  th e  b a p tiz in g  
o f in f a n ts  by s p r in k l in g .  I t  s a y s ,—"bouncing b ab ies  have 
proved a  l i t t l e  too  bouncy f o r  an E n g lish  v ic a r  who says 
some b ap tism  cerem onies tu rn  in to  f i g h t s  a t  th e  f o n t .  Dr. 
Samuel P r ic e ,  68, v ic a r  o f  Hazlem ere, B uckingham shire, a s k ­
ed h i s  p a r is h io n e rs  to  have t h e i r  b ab ie s  b a p tiz e d  b efo re  
th ey  w ere a  month o ld .  W ritin g  in  h i s  p a r is h  m agazine, he 
s a id : ׳  Sometimes a  v ic a r  has to  do b a t t l e  w ith  an in f a n t  
too  heavy to  h o ld  and o c c a s io n a lly  a  demon f i g h t e r .  S p ec tac ­
le s  a re  to rn  o f f  and dashed in to  th e  fo n t ,  e a rs  a re  claw ed, 
noses d is f ig u re d  and f in g e r s  poked in to  th e  eye . A fte r  th e  
Save th e  C h ild ren  Ebnd, we mast th in k  o f  a  S a v e - th e -p a rso n -  
from-Danger cam paign ״׳.  We would say  th a t  v ic a r  co u ld  be 
saved  from a l l  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i f  he re a d  th e  B ib le  and 
found o u t th e re  i s  no a u th o r i ty  in  th e  B ib le  f o r  b a p tiz in g  
o f  in f a n t s  by s p r in k l in g  o r  o th e r  means a t  a l l .  I t  i s  com­
p le te ly  u n s c r ip tu r a l .  But i t  has been perform ed over th e  
c e n tu r ie s ,  and a p p a re n tly  i t  p le a se s  some p a r e n ts  to  have 
t h e i r  l i t t l e  ones b a p tiz e d  th in k in g  th e y  d e r iv e  some bene­
f i t  in  a f t e r  l i f e .  I t  amounts to  n o th in g ; th e  in f a n ts  may 
a s  w e l l  be s p r in k le d  in  th e  b a th  from day to  day. T his j u s t  
shows w hat i s  perform ed w ith  a  m isu n d erstan d in g  o f  th e  
B ib le .

But does w a te r  bap tism  add to  s a lv a t io n ?  I s  i t  e s s e n t ia l  
to  have w a te r  bap tism  f o r  s a lv a t io n ?  Did i t  add to  our 
l o r d 's  d ea th  baptism ? No, indeed! Our Lord took  i t  a s  a  
symbol o n ly . The same a p p l ie s  to  H is fo llo w e rs .  Those who 
have been b a p tiz e d  in to  C h r i s t 's  d ea th  s u r e ly  d e s ire  to  
tak e  th e  same symbol as Jesu s  d id , n o t  because i t  i s  adding  
to  th e  b e n e f i t s  o f  d ea th  b ap tism , b u t Je su s  gave th e  o u t­
ward s ig n  and i t  i s  a  good w itn e s s  fo r  C h r is t ia n s  to  do
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l ik e w is e . Bat t h i s  i s  a  p e rso n a l d e c is io n , ju s t  a s  d ea th  
baptism  i s  a  p e rso n a l d e c is io n . The lo rd  does n o t command 
o r  fo rc e  anyone to  be p la n te d  in  th e  l ik e n e s s  o f His d ea th . 
He o f f e r s  th e  in v i ta t io n  to  a s  many a s  th e  lo r d  ou r God 
s h a l l  c a l l .  God has n o t been c a l l i n g  a l l  mankind to  s a lv a ­
t io n  in  t h i s  l i f e .  He has been ta k in g  o u t a  p eop le  f o r  His 
name, to  compose th e  Church o f  C h r is t  and re ig n  w ith  C h ris t 
in  th e  heavenly  kingdom. When th e  kingdom i s  e s ta b l is h e d  
th e  s u b je c ts  o f  th e  kingdom, on e a r th ,  w i l l  be b le s s e d  w ith  
th e  Kingdom b le s s in g s  w hich  God p ro v id es th ro u g h  C h ris t 
and His Church w ith  Him in  g lo ry .  The m a jo rity  o f  mankind 
w i l l  l iv e  h e re  on th e  e a r th ,  w hich w i l l  be tran sfo rm ed  to  
be l i k e  th e  Garden o f Eden.

I f  we f e e l  God i s  drawing u s  to  d ea th  bap tism  through  
C h r is t ,  to  y ie ld  oursdives and w alk  i n  th e  s te p s  o f  C h ris t 
day by day, i t  i s  f i t t i n g  to  tak e  the  symbol o f w a te r  bap­
tism . I f  we do n o t f e e l  we belong  to  th e  lo r d  f u l l y ,  w a te r 
baptism  w i l l  n ev e r add to  our s a lv a t io n  o r  confirm  our con­
s e c ra t io n  to  God.

To guard a g a in s t  to o  much im portance on th e  symbol o f 
w a te r im m ersion, we have th e  words o f P au l in  1 Cor. 1 :12-17  
"How t h i s  I  s a y , t h a t  every  one o f  you s a i t h ,  I  am o f P au l: 
and I  o f  A po llo s: and I  o f  Cephas: and I  o f  C h r is t .  I s  
C h ris t d iv id ed ?  Was P au l c r u c i f ie d  fo r  you? o r  w ere ye bap­
t iz e d  in  th e  name o f  P au l?  I  th an k  God th a t  I  b a p tiz e d  none 
o f  you, b u t C rispus and G aius; l e s t  any diould  say  t h a t  I  
had b a p tiz e d  in  mine own name. And I  b a p tize d  a ls o  th e  
household o f S tephanas; b e s id e s , I  know no t w he ther I  bap ­
t iz e d  any o th e r .  For C h r is t  sen t me n o t to  b a p t iz e ,  b u t to  
p reach  th e  g o sp e l: n o t w ith  wisdom o f  w ords, l e s t  th e  c ro ss  
o f  C h ris t should  be made o f  none e f f e c t . "  P au l i s  say in g  
h e re  th a t  he was r a th e r  g lad  he d id  n o t immerse in  w a te r  
those  o f  th e  Church to  whom he was w r i t in g .  They m ight have 
s a id ,  You a re  b a p tiz in g  u s  in to  your own denom ination. The 
symbol i s  n o t e s s e n t i a l ,  b u t i t  i s  a  lo v e ly  p ic tu r e  o f  th e  
r e a l i t y .  In  th e  p a s t ,  p robab ly  too  much has been p u t  upon 
th e  symbol. The immersion in  w a te r  should  n ev e r be perfo rm ­
ed u n t i l  th e  person  concerned i s  o f an age to  know w hether 
h is  l i f e  h as  been y ie ld e d  f u l ly  to  God o r  n o t .  F a r b e t t e r  
to  d e lay  th e  symbol o f w a te r immersion fo r  a  tim e , th an  f o r  
a  person to  f e e l  he i s  a  C h r is t ia n  because he o r she  has 
been b a p tiz e d  in  w a te r . The symbol i s  in ten d ed  to  show so 
b e a u t i f u l ly  th a t  th e  h e a r t  i s  f u l l y  re n d e re d  to  th e  Lord.

Our Lord need n o t have tak en  w a te r  baptism  a t  a l l .  He 
y ie ld e d  H is l i f e  b e fo re  He came to  John th e  B a p t i s t .  A ll  
who seek to  fo llo w  Him in  th e  m a tte r o f  bap tism  sh o u ld  have



a lre a d y  g iven  th e i r  l iv e s  to  Him f u l l y  and co m p le te ly . Then 
i t  i s  lo v e ly  to  ta k e  th e  symbol to  show th a t  one i s  w a lk ing  
in  th e  s te p s  o f  C h r is t ,  by H is g race  and s t r e n g th ,  th e  
w a te r  bap tism  n ev er ad d in g  to  th e  c o n tr a c t  b u t showing i t  
h as  a lre a d y  taken  p la c e  in  th e  h e a r t .

But l e t  u s  keep in  mind th a t  w a te r b ap tism  i s  n o t e s se n ­
t i a l  to  s a lv a t io n .  But f o r  th e  Church, th o se  who have been 
c a l l e d  to  be o f  th e  B ride o f  C h r is t ,  d ea th  b ap tism  i s  essen­
t i a l  i f  th e y  a r e  to  l i v e  and r e ig n  w ith  C h r i s t .  Only th o se  

who a r e  dead w ith  C h ris t  w i l l  l i v e  w ith  Him. The rem ainder 
o f mankind a re  go ing  to  l i v e  on th e  r e s to r e d  e a r th .

What abou t the  w o rld  o f  mankind? I s  d e a th  baptism  esse n ­
t i a l  f o r  them fo r  s a lv a t io n ?  No, in d eed : E eath  bap tism  w i l l  
be f in is h e d  w ith  th e  com pletion o f C h r i s t 's  Church, and no 
symbol a f t e r  th a t  w i l l  be u se d . C h r is tia n  b ap tism , dea th  
bap tism , i s  on ly  fo r  th e  fo llo w ers  o f C h r is t now. So f o r  
th e  w orld  o f  mankind, we r e jo ic e  t h a t  m ill io n s  o f  hum anity 
w i l l  g a in  s a lv a t io n  th ro u g h  a c cep tin g  C h ris t  a s  t h e i r  S a v i­
our and en jo y in g  human l i f e ,  and n o t b e in g  b a p tiz e d  in to  
C h r i s t 's  d e a th , a s  i s  re q u ir e d  o f  a  co m p ara tiv e ly  few o f 
mankind who a re  in v i te d  to  be s a c r i f i c e r s  w ith  C h r is t ,  in  
o rd e r to  l i v e  w ith  Him in  th e  h eav en ly  kingdom.

How c l e a r l y  does th e  A p o stle  e x p la in  th e  s a lv a t io n  o f 
mankind on th e  e a r th .  In  1 Tim .2 :4 -6  we re a d ,  "God w i l l  
have a l l  men to  be sav ed , and to  come u n to  th e  knowledge o f  
th e  t r u t h .  For th e re  i s  one God, and one m ed ia to r between 
God and men, th e  man C h r is t  Je su s ; who gave h im se lf  a  r a n ­
som f o r  a l l ,  to  be t e s t i f i e d  in  due tim e ."  That i s  a  w onder­
f u l  s ta tem en t P au l i s  m aking. W hether we send  ou t m issio n a­
r i e s  to  China o r In d ia  o r  A f r ic a , God w i l l  have a l l  men to  
be saved  and come to  a  knowledge o f  th e  t r u t h . God w i l l  
have them saved  from  th e  Adamic d ea th  in  th e  r e s u r r e c t io n .  
Then, th ro u g h o u t th e  le n g th s  and b read th s  o f  t h i s  w orld , 
a l l  who have n ev er h ea rd  th e  name o f  Jesu s w i l l  do so . "As 
in  Adam a l l  d ie ,  even so i n  C h ris t s h a l l  a l 1 be nade a liv e ."  
They co u ld  le a r n  n o th in g  in  d ea th , because th e  dead know 
n o t a n y th in g . They a re  to  be r e s u r r e c te d —a l l  in  t h e i r  
g rav es w i l l  h ea r th e  v o ice  o f  th e  Son o f  Man and come f o r th  
—and in  th e  Kingdom Age th e y  w i l l  come to  a  knowledge o f  
th e  t r u t h .  That i s  why th e  a n g e ls ,  on th e  n ig h t  our Lord 
was b o m , san g  "G lory to  God in  th e  h ig h e s t ,  on e a r th  peace, 
g o o d w ill to  men." They w ere s u re ly  g lad  t id in g s  o f  g re a t 
jo y  y e t  to  be to  a l l  p e o p le . But how many peop le  had passed  
away in  th e  4,000 y e a rs  b e fo re  th e  S av io u r was bom ? That 
message i s  j u s t  a s  a p p lic a b le  and v i t a l  f o r  a l l  th o se  peopLe

1 0 -



n .
as  i t  w i l l  be to  a l l  th e  peop le  who have been bom  in  th e  
2,000 y e a rs  s in c e . I t  r e a l l y  means a l l  p e o p le , when i t  says 
"God w i l l  have a l l  men to  be sav e d ."  lh ey  w i l l  be saved out 
o f  Adamic d ea th  by che r e s u r r e c t io n ,  and th en  saved f u l ly  
by g a in in g  a  knowledge o f  th e  t r u t h  and a c c e p tin g  C h ris t as 
t h e i r  S av io u r in  th e  Kingdom Age. There w i l l  be no s a c r i f i ­
c in g  th e n , no death  b ap tism . God w ants them to  enjoy human 
l i f e ,  and as they  obey th e  laws o f  th e  kingdom th ey  w i l l  
p ro g re s s  and become th e  e a r th ly  s u b je c ts  o f  God as  His hu­
man c r e a t io n .

So we f in d  th a t  bap tism  i s  n o t e s s e n t i a l  f o r  the  m a jo rity  
o f  mankind, n e i th e r  d ea th  baptism  n o r th e  symbol in  w a te r . 
They w i l l  be saved  by b e l i e f  on th e  Son o f  God. Man w i l l  not 
need  to  say  to  M s n e ig h b o u r, Know th e  lo r d ,  fo r  a l l  s h a l l  
know Him, from  th e  l e a s t  to  th e  g r e a t e s t .  A man, though he 
be a  s im p le to n , w i l l  n o t e r r  in  th a t  tim e . I s a ia h  35 t e l l s  
u s  ab o u t t h i s  w onderfu l tim e , when a l l  mankind s h a l l  know 
th e  l o r d .  So when we know th e  p lan  o f God th a t  He h as  p ro ­
v ided fo r  a l l  mankind, every  human b e in g  who h as  ever l iv e d ,  
i t  ta k e s  away th e  a n x ie ty  in  re s p e c t  o f  our f r ie n d s  o r  r e l a ­
t iv e s  who have n o t become C h ris tia n s  in  t h i s  l i f e .  We f in d  
when we re a d  the  B ib le  t h a t  God has n o t chosen th e  b e s t  o f  
hum anity a t  a l l  f o r  th e  B ride o f C h r is t .  1 C or.1 :26  t e l l s  
us t h i s ,  and we see th a t  God's p lan  i s  go ing  forw ard i r r e s ­
p e c tiv e  o f  what man d o es. P au l says in  t h i s  p assag e , "For y e  
see your c a l l in g ,  b re th re n ,  how t h a t  n o t many w ise  men a f t e r  
th e  f l e s h ,  n o t many m ighty, n o t many n o b le , a r e  c a l le d  (to  
th e  heaven ly  in h e r i ta n c e ) ;  b u t God h a th  chosen th e  fo o l is h  
th in g s  o f  th e  w orld  to  confound the  w ise : and God h a th  chos­
en th e  weak th in g s  o f  th e  w orld  to  confound th e  th in g s  w hich 
a re  m ighty; and base th in g s  o f th e  w o rld , and  th in g s  wMch 
a re  d esp ised , h a th  God chosen , yea , and th in g s  wM ch a re  
n o t ,  t o  b r in g  to  nought tM n g s  th a t  a r e ;  th a t  no f le s h  
shou ld  g lo ry  in  M s  p re se n c e ."  No-one w i l l  be a b le  to  sa y , I  
d id  i t  m yself, I  was sm art, I  became a  fo llo w er o f C h ris t 
and g ained  th e  rew ard because I  was accom plished , I  had 
a b i l i t y  o r  a  t i t l e  o r a  d eg ree . W orldly  le a rn in g  means n o th ­
in g . I t  was s a id  o f  our l o r d ,  How knoweth t h i s  man l e t t e r s ,  
hav ing  n ev e r lea rn ed ?  He had never been to  th e  P h a r is e e s ' 
c o l le g e , b u t He was ta u g h t o f  God. The L o rd 's  people a re  a l ­
so tau g h t o f  God. Not many noble o r m ighty a re  chosen. Very 
o f te n  i t  i s  a  M ndrance to  becoming a  C h ris tia n  now hav ing  
to o  much w o rld ly  knowledge, o r w o rld ly  goods. Such w i l l  
have th e  o p p o rtu n ity  l a t e r  on to  g a in  s a lv a t io n  on th e  
e a r th .

But to  th e  c a lle d -o u t  church , d ea th  bap tism  i s  e s s e n t i a l



fo r  every  member who i s  seek in g  th e  High C a llin g  o f  God in  
C h r is t  J e s u s .  Death bap tism  i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  everyone who 
w i l l  g a in  a  p lace  in  the  B ride o f  C h r is t—b ap tism  in to  
C h r i s t 's  d e a th .  "Be thou f a i t h f u l  u n to  d e a th , and I  w i l l  
g iv e  th ee  a  crown o f  l i f e " ,  i s  th e  prom ise to  th o s e , and 
o n ly  th o s e , who a re  going to  be w ith  C h r is t  in  H is heaven ly  
kingdom.

T urn ing  to  a  passage in  A cts 8 , from  v e rse  26, we have 
th e  s to r y  o f  th e  E th io p ian  who came to  Jeru sa lem  to  w orship, 
and P h i l ip  was d ir e c te d  to  ca tch  up w ith  him and g iv e  him 
th e  words o f  J e s u s . "And th e  an g e l o f  th e  lo r d  spake un to  
P h i l ip ,  sa y in g , A r is e ,  and go tow ard th e  so u th  u n to  th e  way 
th a t  goeth  down from  Je ru sa lem  u n to  Gaza, w h ich  i s  d e s e r t .  
And he a ro se  and w ent: and beh o ld , a  man o f  E th io p ia , an 
eunuch o f  g re a t  a u th o r i ty  under Candace queen o f  th e  E th io ­
p ia n s ,  who had th e  charge o f  a l l  h e r  t r e a s u r e , and had come 
to  Je ru sa lem  fo r  to w o rsh ip , was r e tu rn in g ,  and s i t t i n g  in  
h i s  c h a r io t  re a d  E sa ia s  th e  p ro p h e t . Then th e  s p i r i t  s a id  
u n to  P h i l i p ,  Go n e a r ,  and jo in  t h y s e l f  to  t h i s  c h a r io t .  And 
P h i l ip  ran  t h i t h e r  to  him, and h e a rd  him re a d  th e  prophet 
E s a ia s ,  and s a id ,  D n d erstan d est th o u  w hat th o u  re a d e s t?  And 
he s a id ,  How can I ,  excep t some man should  gu ide me? And he 
d e s ire d  P h i l ip  th a t  he w ould come up and s i t  w ith  him. The 
p lace  o f  th e  S c r ip tu re  w h ich  he re a d  was t h i s ,  He was le d  
a s  a  sheep to  the  s la u g h te r ;  and l i k e  a  lamb dumb b efo re  
h is  sh e a re r ,  so opened he n o t  h i s  mouth; in  h i s  h u m ilia tio n  
h i s  judgment was tak en  away; and who s h a l l  d e c la re  h is  gen­
e ra t io n ?  fo r  h is  l i f e  i s  tak en  from th e  e a r th .  And th e  
eunuch answ ered P h i l ip ,  and s a id ,  I  p ra y  th e e ,  o f  whom 
sp ea k es t th e  p ro p h e t t h i s ?  o f  h im s e lf ,  o r  o f  some o th e r 
man? Then P h i l ip  opened h i s  mouth, and began a t  th e  same 
S c r ip tu r e ,  and p reached  u n to  him J e s u s . And a s  th ey  w ent on 
t h e i r  way, th e y  came u n to  a  c e r ta in  w a te r ;  and th e  eunuch 
s a id ,  See, h e re  i s  w a te r ;  w hat do th  h in d e r  me to  be bap­
t iz e d ? "  Verse 38, "And he conmanded th e  c h a r io t  to  s tan d  
s t i l l :  and th e y  w ent down bo th  in to  th e  w a te r ,  bo th  P h il ip  
and th e  eunuch; and he b a p tize d  him ." I s n ' t  th a t  a  lo v e ly  
in c id e n t?  T h is  E th io p ian  had  h is  h e a r t  y ie ld e d  to  God long  
b e fo re  P h i l ip  came to  him . T his man was very  devoted to  God, 
and had gone up to  Je ru sa lem  to  w o rsh ip . T h is  was re q u ire d , 
o f  th o se  who were a b le ,  from  tim e to  tim e a t  th e  v ario u s 
s e a so n s . God knew th e  h e a r t  o f  t h i s  man, knew he was d ev o t­
ed, had y ie ld e d  h i s  l i f e  to  th e  Lord, b u t had n o t th e  i n ­
t e l l e c t u a l  u n d e rs ta n d in g . He was re a d in g  I s a ia h  53, w here 
Jesu s  had poured  o u t H is s o u l  u n to  d ea th . P h i l ip ,  a s  th e  
s e rv a n t o f  God, opened up th e  Word and p reached  J e s u s .  He
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was to ld  Je su s  had  a lre a d y  come and s a c r i f ic e d  H im self, and 
now he oould  walk in  th e  s te p s  o f  C h r is t .  T his man had a l ­
read y  g iven  h is  l i f e  to  God. "Here i s  w a te r ,  w hat do th  h in ­
d er me to  he b ap tized ?"  he a sk ed . N othing h in d e rs  any who 
h aw .already  the d ea th  bap tism  in  t h e i r  h e a r t s .  That i s  th e  
r i g h t  tim e to  tak e  th e  symbol, bu t n o t b e fo re . This man th en  
went back to  h is  own co u n try , and took th e  Gospel to  h i s  own 
la n d , on th e  b a s is  o f  G od's b le s s in g  a t  th e  hands o f  P h i l ip ,  
in  b e in g  en lig h ten ed  in  re s p e c t o f  Jesu s in  con n ectio n  w ith  
t h i s  w onderfu l prophecy o f  I s a ia h .

We a ls o  r e jo ic e  when we see th e  l i g h t  o f  t r u t h  sh in in g  
from th e  pages o f God's Word. H is w on d erfu l P lan  opens up 
to  u s ,  and a l l  th e  ev en ts  ta k in g  p la c e  today  a r e  a  f u l f i l ­
ment o f  th e  B ib le . We a re  n e a r in g  th e  end o f th e  Gospel Age 
o f  2,000 y e a rs  f o r  th e  s e le c t io n  o f  th e  B ride o f  C h r is t .
God i s  ta k in g  o u t a  people fo r  H is name. He d e a l t  w ith  I s ­
r a e l  th roughout th e  P a t r ia r c h a l  Age and th e  Jew ish  Age, and 
d id  n o t send the Gospel to  th e  G en tile s  u n t i l  y ea rs  a f t e r  
th e  s a c r i f i c e  o f C h r is t .  When th o se  b a p tiz e d  in to  C h r i s t 's  
d ea th  have made t h e i r  c a l l in g  and e le c t io n  su re  in  th e  F i r s t  
R e su rre c tio n , th e  g e n e ra l  r e s u r r e c t io n  w i l l  ta k e  p la c e  in  
th e  M il le n n ia l  Age.

God gave th e  prom ise to  Abraham in  th e  p a t r i a r c h a l  Age,
"In  th ee  and in  th y  seed  s h a l l  a l l  th e  n a tio n s  o f  th e  e a r th  
be b le s s td j 'n o t  j u s t  th o se  l iv in g  a t  th e  end o f  th e  ag e , b u t 
a l l  who have ever l iv e d ,  because Je su s  C h ris t t a s t e d  d ea th  
fo r  every  man. God knows every  man, every  in d iv id u a l  th rough­
out th e  le n g th  and b re a d th  o f th e  w ide w o rld . Everyone i s  
k ep t in  remembrance by God. That i s  a  lo v e ly  th o u g h t, th a t  
as  in  Adam a l l  d ie  even so in  C h ris t s h a l l  a l l  be made 
a l i v e .  They a re  coming back to  le a r n  o f  th e  g lo r io u s  p la n  of 
s a lv a t io n .  When mankind comes back S atan  w i l l  be bound f o r  a  
thousand  y e a rs , to  d ece iv e  th e  n a t io n s  no more. They w i l l  
have an  o p p o rtu n ity  to  go forw ard w ith o u t any h in d ran c e . But 
obedience w i l l  be re q u ire d  even th e n . God does n o t fo rc e  
any o f  His human c r e a tu r e s ,  because th e y  a re  c r e a te d  in  His 
own im age. Those who w i l l  n o t h e a r  and obey " th a t  p ro p h e t"  
w i l l  be d es tro y ed  from among th e  p eo p le , a t  th e  end o f  th e  
thousand y e a rs .  There w i l l  be a  thousand  y e a rs  o f  o p p o rtu n ­
i t y .  We do n o t  wonder t h a t  th e  lo r d  has s e t  a s id e  a  th o u ­
sand y ea rs  to  r e s to r e  hum anity, when we see  c o n d itio n s  t o ­
day. No doubt th ey  w i l l  come back in  o rd e r ly  fa sh io n , g e n e r­
a t io n  a f t e r  g e n e ra tio n . I t  may tak e  p la c e  in  re v e rse  o rd e r 
to  t h a t  in  which mankind have been bom  in  t h i s  l i f e .  Each 
g e n e ra tio n  w i l l  know th e  p rev io u s one, and so on r i g h t  back 
to  th e  days o f  Adam.
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14.
In  re g a rd  to  1 C or.1 5 :2 9 , P au l has in c o rp o ra te d  t h i s  i n ­

to  h i s  w onderfu l 15 th  c h a p te r ,  and r i g h t  t& oughout t h i s  
c h a p te r  he i s  t e l l i n g  u s  abou t th e  e s s e n t i a l  n e c e s s i ty  o f  
C h r i s t 's  r e s u r r e c t io n  i f  th e re  i s  going to  be  any hope fo r  
anybody. "For i f  in  t h i s  l i f e  only  we have hope in  C h r is t ,  
we a r e  o f  a l l  men most m ise ra b le ."  P au l knew o f  th e  t r u t h  
o f  th e  re s u r re c t io n  o f C h r is t ,  and th a t  th e  p la n  o f God 
would go on b e a u t i f u l ly .  In  v e rse  29 he s a y s , "E lse what 
s h a l l  th e y  do w hich a re  b a p tiz e d  fo r  th e  dead, i f  th e  dead 
r i s e  n o t  a t  a l l ?  Why a re  th e y  th en  b a p tiz e d  fo r  th e  dead?" 
How can people be b a p tiz e d  fo r  th e  dead? A w h ile  ago th e re  
appeared  in  th e  p re s s  a  r e p o r t  o f  some very  e a rn e s t  people 
who came to  A u s t r a l ia ,  c a l l e d  L a tte r -L a y  S a in ts ,  and th ey  
were v i s i t i n g  as many o f  th e  v a rio u s  ce m e trie s  as p o s s ib le  
and c o l le c t in g  re co rd s  o f  a l l  th e  peop le  who had d ied . They 
w ere p u t t in g  th e se  on m icro film , and l a t e r  b e in g  b a p tiz e d  
l i t e r a l l y  f o r  those peop le  th ey  knew had d ie d .  They f e l t  
th a t  was r e a l l y  som ething v a lu ab le  th ey  w ere do ing  fo r  th e  
people who had d ie d . They w ere b e in g  b a p tiz e d  in  w a te r f o r  
th e  dead ones who w ere b u r ie d  even hundreds o f  years ago . 
But s u re ly  mankind should  have b e t t e r  knowledge th an  t h a t .  
The S c r ip tu re s  t e l l  u s  t h a t  th e re  i s  to  be a  r e s u r r e c t io n  
ou t o f  d ea th  because o f  th e  s a c r i f i c e  o f  C h r is t .

Then w hat does P au l mean? Why a re  th ey  b a p tiz e d  fo r  th e  
dead? I f  th e  dead r i s e  n o t ,  b e in g  b a p tiz e d  f o r  anybody 
would be o f  no acco u n t. But P au l i s  h e re  sp eak in g  o f  th o se  
members o f  C h r i s t 's  body who a re  b a p tiz e d  in to  C h r i s t 's  
d ea th . They a re  very  v i t a l  in  th e  s ig h t  o f  God. When P au l 
was on th e  ro ad  to  Damascus on th e  m ission  to  p e rse c u te  th e  
s a i n t s ,  Je su s  c a l le d  to  him and s a id ,  "S au l, S a u l, why p e r ­
s e c u te s !  thou me?" Our Lord was in  g lo ry , and S au l was n o t 
p e rs e c u tin g  Him l i t e r a l l y ,  b u t was p e r s e c u tin g  C h r i s t 's  
members. I t  was a s  though p a u l was p e r s e c u tin g  C h ris t Him­
s e l f .  So P au l says h e re , "What s h a l l  th ey  do which a r e  bap­
t i z e d  f o r  th e  dead, i f  th e  dead r i s e  n o t a t  a l l ? "  But th e  
d ea l a r e  go ing  to  r i s e .  And th e  members o f  C h r i s t 's  body, 
u n i te d  w ith  Him in  d ea th , w i l l  be u n i te d  w ith  Him in  r e s u r ­
r e c t io n  and a s s o c ia te d  w i th  Him in  g iv in g  l i f e  to  th e  dead 
o f hum anity who have p assed  away. That i s  th e  g re a t  s e c re t  
h e re .  Why a r e  th e y  b a p tiz e d  fo r  th e  dead? They would n o t  be 
b a p tiz e d  f o r  th e  dead i f  th e  dead r i s e  n o t .  But when th e  
dead a re  a l l  in c lu d ed  in  th e  r e s u r r e c t io n ,  th o se  who a re  
C h r i s t 's  members a c tu a l ly  la y  down t h e i r  l iv e s  w ith  C h ris t  
on b e h a lf  o f  hum anity , because th e  m e rit  o f  C h ris t covers 
t h i s  Church c la s s  a l l  th e  tim e , and th e y  a r e  p re c io u s  in  
th e  s ig h t  o f  God because th ey  a r e  C h r i s t 's  members, and  a re



15.
going to  be u n i te d  w ith  C h ris t  Je su s  and b r in g  abou t th e  
re s u r re c t io n  o f a l l  th e  d ep a rted  ones o f th e  human fa m ily , 
r i g h t  back to  Adam. T his i s  th e  o n ly  ex p lan a tio n  th a t  f i t s  
in  th e  P lan  o f  God in  l i n e  w ith  th e  w onderfu l p re s e n ta t io n  
P au l has given u s in  t h i s  1 C or.15 .

So do we n o t  r e jo ic e  in  th e  w onderfu l P lan  o f God th a t  
He lias p rov ided  a  F i r s t  R esu rrec tio n  fo r  His peop le  who a re  
f a i t h f u l l y  w alk ing  in  C h ris t is  s te p s  d u rin g  th e  Gospel Age, 
h av ing  th e  p r iv i le g e  o f a  death  b ap tism  w ith  Him and sym bol­
iz in g  i t  in  th e  w a te rs  o f  bap tism . He has a ls o  p rov ided  th a t  
a l l  th e  rem ainder o f  mankind s h a l l  have a  r e s u r re c t io n  back 
to  th e  c o n d itio n s  l o s t  in  th e  Garden o f  Eden, by obedience 
to  th e  laws o f  C h r i s t 's  kingdom. A ll  th e  o b ed ien t w i l l  be 
u p l i f t e d  and b le s s e d , t h a t  th ey  may be ab le  to  become c h i l ­
dren  o f  God on th e  human p la n e , and be to  H is p r a is e  f o r  
a l l  e t e r n i ty .

We su re iy  r e jo ic e  th a t  God's p lan  does n o t overlook  any 
human b e ing , and none w i l l  be l o s t  excep t those  who prove 
to  be w i l f u l  s in n e rs  a f t e r  1 ,000 y e a r s ' t r i a l .  This p la n  o f 
God w i l l  su re ly  so lv e  a l l  e a r th 's  p roblem s. God p ro v id es  
a l l  th e  he lp  we need  in  th e  meantime to  p ro g ress  a lo n g  th e  
way t h a t  le a d s  to  e te r n a l  l i f e ,  May God add H is b le s s in g  to  
His Word in  His w onderfu l p lan  o f  Redemption, to  H is p ra is e  
fo r  a l l  tim e.

A d d itio n a l co p ies  o f  t h i s  book let o b ta in a b le  from—

BEREAN BIBLE INSTITUTE,
19 Ermington P la c e ,

KM, MELBOURNE,
VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA, 3101.
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