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LIFE AFTER DEATH.

"If a man die, shall he live a g a i n ? " —  Job 14:14.

UO SUBJECT i s  o f  more com pelling and ,u n iv e rs a l  i n t e r e s t  
th an  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  l i f e  a f t e r  d ea th . T his i s  be
cause dea th  i t s e l f  i s  so u n iv e r s a l ,  and because a l l  r a 
t i o n a l ly  minded humans w ant to  l i v e .  No one, u nder n o r
mal c ircum stances, w ants to  d ie , y e t  a l l  r e a l i s e  th a t  so 
f a r  a s  human fo r e s ig h t  i s  concerned dea th  aw aits  every 
member o f  th e  human ra c e .  So th e  q u es tio n  i s  in  th e  
h e a r ts  o f  a l l  and upon th e  l i p s  o f many as to  w hether o r 
n o t  th e re  i s  l i f e  a f t e r  dea th .

Men and women throughout th e  ages, i n  t h e i r  f r u s t r a 
t io n s  over th e  dea th  o f t h e i r  lo v ed  ones, and in  th e  c e r
t a i n t y  o f  t h e i r  own u l t im a te  c o lla p se  b e fo re  th e  "Grim 
Reaper", have dev ised  a l l  s o r t s  o f  p h ilo so p h ie s  in  an  e f
f o r t  to  calm  t h e i r  f e a r s  .and to  deny th e  r e a l i t y  o f  what 
i s  so t r a g ic a l ly  r e a l .  They have a ttem p ted  to  b e lie v e  
t h a t  death  i s  n o t w hat i t  seems to  be; t h a t  i t  i s  n o t an 
enemy but a  f r ie n d ,  a  means by which humans e n te r  in to  
an o th e r and more sublim e realm  o f  l i f e .

Over and over aga in  th e  q u estio n s have been asked , 
b o th  by th e  le a rn e d  and th e  u n lea rn ed , Where a re  th e  
dead? J u s t  what does happen when a  person  d ies?  Are 
th e  dead more a l iv e  than  the  l iv in g ?  Thousands o f  y ea rs  
ago th e  P rophet Job asked, " I f  a  man d ie ,  s h a l l  he l i v e  
ag a in ?"  (job 1 4 :1 4 ) . Thus d id  God's p ro p h e t speak fo r  
c o u n tle s s  m ill io n s  who have mourned th e  lo s s  o f  t h e i r  
lo v ed  ones, and who them selves, in  common w ith  a l l  man
k in d , have dreaded th e  coming o f  c e r ta in  d ea th .

Job had a  p e rso n a l and v i t a l  i n t e r e s t  in  the answer־ 
to  h is  q u es tio n , " I f  a  nan d ie , s h a l l  he l i v e  aga in?"  
f o r  he had ju s t  asked  God to  l e t  him d ie .  Job was n o t 
t i r e d  o f l iv in g ,  b u t was worn out w ith  s u f f e r in g  to  th e  
p o in t where he wandered w hether o r n o t l i f e  u n d er such 
co n d itio n s  was w orth  w h ile .  James w ro te , "Ye have h ea rd  
o f  th e  p a tie n c e  o f  J o b ."  (James 5 :1 1 .)  Job needed p a t i 
ence, f o r  God had allow ed  exceedingly  sev ere  c a la m itie s  
to  come upon him. H is f lo c k s , h is  h e rd s , and h is  fam ily  
w ere a l l  d estro y ed . He l o s t  h is  h e a l th ,  a id  became a f 
f l i c t e d  w ith  a  loathsom e sk in  d isease  which covered  h is  
e n t i r e  body, f i n a l l y  h i s  w ife  tu rn ed  a g a in s t  him, and 
s a id ,  "Curse God, and d i e . " — Job 2 :9 .
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But Job had no in te n t io n  o f  c u rs in g  God. He t r u s te d  

God even though he d id  n o t u n d e rs ta n d  why he was allow ed 
to  s u f f e r  so s e v e re ly . Un dors tan  aab ly  he sought r e le a s e  
from s u f fe r in g  i f  i t  w ere God's w i l l ,  so he p ray ed , "0 
t h a t  thou w ou ldest h id e  me in  th e  g rav e , th a t  thou would- 
e s t  keep me s e c r e t ,  u n t i l  th y  w ra th  be p a s t ,  t h a t  thou 
w ou ldest appo in t me a  s e t  tim e , and  remember m e ."—Job 
14 :1 3 .

Having th u s  asked  God to  l e t  him d ie ,  Job pondered 
th e  q u es tio n  o f  what w ould be in v o lv ed  i f  God answ ered 
h is  p ra y e r  and p e rm itte d  him to  d ie .  So he ask ed , " I f  a  
man d ie  ( i f  I  d ie ,  a s  I  have re q u e s te d ) ,  s h a l l  he  l i v e  
ag a in  ( s h a l l  I  l i v e  a g a in )? "  Job spoke from th e  s ta n d 
p o in t o f  h i s  own experience and f e e l in g s ,  y e t ,  as  a  p ro 
p h e t o f God, h i s  words a re  d iv in e ly  in s p ire d ,  so we know 
th a t  he p h ra sed  th e  q uestion  concern ing  l i f e  a f t e r  death  
in  a  manner which i s  in  keeping  w ith  th e  t r u th  o f  God's 
Word on th e  s u b je c t .

I t  i s  im p o rtan t to  n o t ic e ,  th e re fo re ,  t h a t  Job d id  
n o t  ask , " I f  a  man d ie , i s  he  more a l iv e  than  ev er?"  Nor 
d id  he a sk , " I f  a  man d ie , does i t  mean th a t  he has mere
l y  moved in to  an o th e r  room, o r  h as gone to  heaven, o r  to  
a  p la c e  o f  to rm en t?"  Job knew th a t  when a  man d ie s  he 
i s  dead, so th e  q u es tio n  he asked  w as, " I f  a  man d ie , 
s h a l l  he l iv e  aga in?"

Thus i s  brought to  ou r a t te n t io n  th e  g re a t  fundamen
t a l  t r u t h  o f  th e  B ib le  th a t  l i f e  a f t e r  death  depends up 
on th e  re v iv in g , th e  awakening, o f  th e  dead. There i s  
hope o f l i f e  a f t e r  d ea th , n o t because th e re  i s  no dea th , 
b u t because God h as  prom ised to  u se  H is m ighty power to  
r e s to r e  th e  dead to  l i f e .  Job knew th a t  i f  he w ere a l 
lowed to  d ie  to  escape f u r th e r  s u f fe r in g ,  God would l a 
t e r  r e s to r e  him to  l i f e ,  fo r  he f u r th e r  s a id ,  "A ll th e  
days o f  my ap p o in ted  tim e w i l l  I  w a it ( in  d e a th ), t i l l  
my change (from  death  to  l i f e )  come. Thou s h a l t  c a l l ,  
and I  w i l l  answer th e e :  thou  w i l t  have a  d e s ire  un to  th e  
work o f  th in e  h an d s ."  — Job 1 4 :14 ,15 .

THE RESURRECTION HOPE
JOB'S a f f irm a tio n  th a t  God, in  His own due tim e , would 
c a l l  him f o r th  from  d ea th  i s  f u l ly  in  keeping  w ith  th e  
testim ony  o f  th e  e n t i r e  Word o f  God on the  m a tte r  o f  l i f e  
a f t e r  d ea th . I t  i s  t h i s  hope o f  th e  re s u r re c t io n  th a t  i s  
s e t  f o r th  so c le a r ly ,  and w ith  such com forting  assu ran ce  
in  th e  New Testam ent.



The A postle P au l w ro te , "Since by man came d ea th , hy 
man came a lso  th e  re s u r re c t io n  o f  the dead ."  (1 Cor.15: 
2 1 .)  The two "men" r e f e r r e d  to  in  th i s  t e x t  a r e  Adam 
and J e su s . Adam tra n s g re s s e d  th e  d iv ine  law , and b ro u g it 
upon h im se lf and h is  progeny th e  p e n a lty  o f  d ea th . Je su s  
took  th e  s in n e r 's  p la c e  in  death , and th u s  made p o s s ib le  
th e  re le a s e  o f  th e  Adamic ra c e  from d ea th  by means o f  a  
r e s u r r e c t io n .  That i s  what P au l meant when he w ro te ,
"The wages o f  s in  i s  d ea th , b u t th e  g i f t  o f  God i s  e t e r 
n a l  l i f e  th rough  Je su s  C h ris t our lo r d ."  — Rom.6:23.

The r e s u r re c t io n  o f  th e  dead i s  so v i t a l  to  th e  a s s u r 
ance o f l i f e  a f t e r  death  t h a t  th e  A postle P au l, w r i t in g  
re g a rd in g  C h ris tia n s , emphasized th a t  i f  th e re  i s  no r e 
s u r re c t io n  th en  "they  a lso  w hich a re  f a l l e n  a s le e p  in  
C h ris t a re  p e r is h e d ."  (1 C or.15 :18 . ) T his sim ply means 
t h a t  i f  th e re  i s  no r e s u r r e c t io n ,  even th o se  who now b e 
l ie v e  in  C h ris t ,  and fo llo w  in  H is s te p s ,  p e r is h  in
d e a th ?WHY THE CONFUSION ־
SINCE th e  B ib le  so c le a r ly  teaches th a t  th e  hope o f l i f e  
a f t e r  death  i s  based upon th e  prom ises o f  God to  r e s to r e  
th e  dead to  l i f e  in  th e  r e s u r r e c t io n ,  th e  q u es tio n  n a t u r 
a l l y  a r is e s  a s  to  why so many o f th o se  who p ro fe s s  to  be
l i e v e  th e  teach in g s o f th e  B ib le  shou ld  be confused on 
the s־ u b je c t .  The b a s i s  f o r  th i s  confusion  o r ig in a te d  in  
th e  Garden o f Eden.

God s a id  to  Adam, "Of th e  t r e e  o f  th e  knowledge o f 
good and e v i l ,  thou s h a l t  n o t e a t  o f  i t :  f o r  in  tire day 
th a t  th o u  e a te s t  th e re o f  thou  s h a l t  s u re ly  d ie ."  (Gen.2: 
1 7 .)  L a te r  S a tan , speaking  through th e  s e rp e n t, asked 
Eve about t h i s ,  say in g , "Hath God s a id , Ye s h a l l  n o t e a t  
o f  every  t r e e  o f  th e  garden?" (Gen.3 :1 .)  Eve confirm ed
what God had  s a id ,  in c lu d in g  His sta tem en t th a t  death  
w ould be th e  p e n a lty  f o r  d isobed ience . — v e rses  2 ,3 .

Then S atan , re p ly in g  to  Eve, s a id ,  "Ye s h a l l  n o t su re
l y  d ie ."  (Gen.3 :4 . )  This was a  d en ia l o f  w hat th e  Crea
to r  had  s a id .  In  e f f e c t ,  Satan charged God w ith  ly in g  
when He s a id  th a t  d e a th  w ould be th e  p e n a lty  fo r  d i s 
obed ience. P o ss ib ly  Satan b e lie v e d  th a t  in  some way he 
cou ld  th w art th e  d iv in e  purpose o f  i n f l i c t i n g  th e  dea th  
p e n a lty  upon man. I f  so , he soon d iscovered  th a t  e f fo r ts  
to  do so were f u t i l e ,  f o r  th e  human ra ce  began to  d ie .

But S atan d id  n o t  concede th a t  he was wrong. In s te a d  
he began, th rough  human a g e n ts , to  c i r c u la te  th e  p ro p a -
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ganda th a t  dea th  i s  n o t  w hat i t  seems to  h e , t h a t  in  r e a l 
i t y  th e re  i s  no d ea th . To th e  ex te n t t h a t  he co u ld  i n 
dace people to  b e lie v e  t h i s ,  he w ould he p ro v in g  th a t  he 
t o ld  th e  t r u t h  when he s a id  to  m other Eve, "Ye s h a l l  n o t 
s u re ly  d ie " ,  you w i l l  on ly  seem to  d ie ,  and when you seem 
to  d ie  you w i l l ,  in  r e a l i t y ,  he more a l iv e  than  e v e r.

To those  who have confidence in  th e  Word o f  God th e re  
shou ld  he no d i f f i c u l t y  in  d ec id in g  w hich o f  th e  s t a t e 
ments made in  th e  Garden o f  Eden shou ld  he accep ted . I t  
was th e  C rea to r who d ec la red , "In th e  day thou thou  e a t -  
e s t  th e re o f  th o u  s h a l t  s u re ly  d ie ."  We know th a t  God 
t o l d  th e  t r u th .  I t  was Satan who s a id ,  "Ye s h a l l  n o t 
s u re ly  d ie " ,  and we know th a t  he d id  n o t t e l l  th e  t r u t h .  
Jesu s s a id  o f  S a tan , "He i s  a  l i a r ,  and  th e  f a th e r  o f  
i t . " · — John 8 :4 4 .

Hot on ly  i s  S a tan  a  l i a r ,  h u t ,  as  Jesu s d ec la red , he 
i s  th e  " fa th e r  o f  i t . "  In  o th e r  w ords, Satan f a th e re d  
th e  f i r s t  l i e ,  and i t  was th e  most d e v a s ta tin g  and  f a r -  
re ach in g  l i e  th a t  ev er was t o l d .  This fa lseh o o d , stem 
ming from th e  Garden o f  Eden, has c o rru p ted  th e  t r u t h  on 
th e  s u b je c t o f  death  in  th e  minds o f  th e  people o f  a l l  
n a tio n s  and r e l i g i o n s ; w h ile  th e  t r u t h ,  a s  ex p ressed  by 
God in  th e  s ta tem en t, "Thou s h a l t  s u re ly  d ie " , has been 
b e lie v e d  by on ly  a  com paratively  few.

THE SEPARATE ENTITY FALSEHOOD 
IT HAS been ap p a ren t to  Jill t h a t  th e  human body d ie s . 
S a tan  knew t h a t  th e re  was no p o s s ib le  way he cou ld  de
ce iv e  th e  people w ith  re s p e c t to  t h i s ,  so he began to  
sp re ad  th e  n o tio n  t h a t  th e re  i s  som ething w ith in the hu־  
man body which i s  se p a ra te  from th e  body, an e n t i ty  
w hich escapes from  th e  body when i t  d ie s ,  and co n tin u es  
to  l i v e .  In  p ro fe s s e d  C h ris tia n  c i r c l e s  t h i s  in d e f in 
a b le  som ething i s  d es ig n a ted  th e  "im m ortal s o u l ."

The a n c ie n t Egyptians h e ld  to  t h i s  view . I t  was l a t 
e r  adop ted  by G recian p h ilo so p h e rs , and a f t e r  th e  a p o s t
le s  f e l l  a s le e p  in  d ea th  i t  was in tro d u ce d  in to  th e  
C h ris tia n  church by pagan ;p h ilo sophers. W hile d esc rib ed  
in  v ar io u s  ways, t h i s  th eo ry  th a t  th e re  i s  som ething 
w ith in  man th a t  cannot d ie ,  hence th a t  th e re  i s  no death, 
has been th e  common b e l i e f  o f  a l l  heathen  r e l i g i o n i s t s .

The B ib le  in d ic a te s  th a t  i t  was p re v a le n t among th e  
heathen  in  th e  days o f  King Solomon, and we f in d  him com
b a tin g  t h i s  e r ro r  w ith  th e  t r u t h .  He w ro te , "That which 
b e f a l l e th  th e  sons o f  men b e f a l le th  b e a s ts ;  even one
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th in g  b e f a l le th  them: a s  th e  one d ie th , so d ie th  th e  
o th e r  ; yea , th e y  have a l l  one b re a th ; so t h a t  a  man
h a th  no pre-em inence above a  b e a s t:  f o r  a l l  i s  v a n ity .
A ll go un to  one p la c e ; a l l  a re  o f  th e  d u s t, and a l l  tu rn  
to  d u st ag a in . Who knoweth (o r  who can p ro v e ) th e  s p i r i t  
o f  man goeth  upward, and th e  s p i r i t  o f  th e  b e a s t  goeth
downward to  th e  e a r th ? " - E ־ c c le s .3 :19 -21 , R .S .V ersion .

How c le a r ly  Solomon s t a t e s  th e  t r u th  o f  God, a f f irm 
in g  th a t  in  d ea th  man and b e a s t  a r e  a l ik e ,  t h a t  th ey  
have a l l  one b re a th , o r  " s p i r i t " ,  as th e  same Hebrew 
word i s  t r a n s la te d  in  v erse  21. A f te r  s e t t i n g  f o r th  th e  
t r u t h ,  he asks who can prove o therw ise?  He e v id e n tly  
knew th a t  th e  su rround ing  hea then  n a tio n s  b e lie v e d  o th e r 
w ise , th a t  th ey  h e ld  to  th e  ! e v i l 's  l i e  t h a t  th e re  i s  no 
d ea th , th a t  w h ile  th e  body d ie s , th e re  i s  a  " s p i r i t "  
which goes "upward" and co n tin u es to  l i v e .  But -th is, 
Solomon shows, i s  n o t t r u e .  He sa y s , r a th e r ,  t h a t  in  
d ea th , man and b e a s t  a r e  a l i k e .  Man's pre-em inence over 
th e  b e a s t  i s  in  th e  f a c t  th a t  God has prom ised to  r e 
s to re  dead humans to  l i f e  in  th e  r e s u r re c t io n ,  b u t has 
n o t prom ised to  do t h i s  f o r  the low er an im als .

NO "BfflDRTAl SOUIS"
THE ex p ress io n , " in m o rta l so u l" , does n o t  appear in  th e  
B ib le , n o r does th e  B ib le  even rem ote ly  te a c h  th a t  a  sep
a r a te  e n t i t y  dw ells w ith in  th e  human body and escapes to  
l i v e  elsew here when th e  body d ie s .  The f i r s t  u se  o f  th e  
word so u l in  th e  B ib le  i s  in  Gen.2 :7 . In  t h i s  t e x t  we 
a re  t o l d  t h a t  God c re a te d  man from th e  dust o f  th e  ground, 
b re a th ed  in to  h i s  n o s t r i l s  th e  "b rea th  o f  l i f e " ,  and man 
"became a  l i v in g  s o u l ."

A " liv in g  so u l"  i s  sim ply a  l iv in g  b e in g , o r  a  l iv in g
c re a tu re ,  which, a s  t h i s  t e x t  re v e a ls ,  r e s u l t s  from th e  
un ion  o f  th e  b re a th  o f  l i f e  w ith  th e  organism , o r  body. 
The body i s  n o t th e  s o u l .  The b re a th  o f  l i f e  i s  n o t th e  
s o u l.  I t  i s  when, through d iv in e  fav o r and power, th e  
b re a th  g iv es  l i f e  to  th e  body th a t  th e  com bination o f  
th e  two r e s u l t s  in  a  " l iv in g  s o u l ,"

Solomon s a id  t h a t  man and  b e a s t  have a l l  one b re a th , 
and he was r i g h t .  Concerning humans and th e  low er a n i 
mals destro y ed  in  th e  H ood  we re a d , "A ll f le s h  d ied  
th a t  moved upon th e  e a r th ,  bo th  o f  fow l, and o f  c a t t l e ,  
and o f  b e a s t ,  and o f  every  c reep in g  th in g  th a t  c reep e th  
upon th e  e a r th ,  and every  man: a l l  in  whose n o s t r i l s  was 
th e  b re a th  o f  l i f e ,  o f  a l l  th a t  was in  th e  dry land , died."
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Because th e  b ru te  c re a t io n  l iv e s  by means o f  th e  same 

"b re a th  o f  l i f e "  which enab les man to  l i v e ,  a l l  anim als 
a re  " liv in g  s o u ls " ,  and t h i s  i s  c le a r ly  e s ta b l is h e d  in  
th e  Word o f  God. T h is im p o rtan t t r u t h  i s  concealed  from 
th e  ca su a l re a d e r  o f  th e  B ib le  th rough  in c o n s is te n c y  o f  
t r a n s l a t i o n .  For example, Gen.1 :24  re a d s , "And God sa id , 
l e t  th e  e a r th  b r in g  fo r th  th e  l i v in g  c re a tu re  a f t e r  h is  
k in d , c a t t l e ,  and c reep in g  th in g , and b ea s t o f  th e  e a r th  
a f t e r  h is  k in d : and i t  was s o ."

In  t h i s  t e x t  th e  ex p ressio n  " liv in g  c re a tu re "  i s  a  
t r a n s la t io n  o f  p r e c is e ly  th e  same Hebrew words as th o se  
w hich a re  t r a n s la te d  " liv in g  so u l"  in  Gen.2 :7 , where th e  
re fe re n c e  i s  to  Adam— th e  words " c re a tu re "  and "soul" 
b o th  being  t r a n s la t io n s  o f th e  Hebrew word nephesh . Only 
because th e  t r a n s la to r s  endeavored to  e s ta b l i s h  a  d i f f e r 
ence between man and b e a s t ,  which th e  S c r ip tu re s  do n o t 
w a rra n t, d id  th e y  u se  th e  word "c re a tu re "  when th e  r e f e r 
ence was to  th e  low er an im a ls , and " so u l" when th e  t e x t  
r e f e r r e d  to  man. No wonder Solomon w ro te , "As th e  one 
d ie th , so d ie th  th e  o th e r ."

When Adam d ied  h is  body re tu rn e d  to  th e  dust —" lu s t  
thou a r t ,  and u n to  dust s h a l t  thou  r e tu r n ."  (Gen.3 :1 3 .)  
The God-given r i g h t  to  l i v e ,  im plemented by th e  b re a th  
w hich God b re a th e d  in to  h i s  n o s t r i l s ,  re v e r te d  to  God.
The though t i s  c l e a r ly  s t a t e d  by Solomon, who, in  d es
c r ib in g  what happens when a  man d ie s , w ro te , "Then s h a l l  
th e  dust r e tu rn  to  th e  e a r th  as i t  was: and th e  s p i r i t  
s h a l l  re tu rn  u n to  God ־who gave i t . "  — E c c le s ,1 2 :7 .

The sim ple t r u th  s e t  f o r th  in  t h i s  t e x t  i s  confused 
in  th e  minds o f  many by a  m isunderstand ing  o f  th e  word 
" s p i r i t . "  I t  t r a n s l a t e s  a  Hebrew word which sim ply 
means "b rea th " , o r ,  a s  in  t h i s  in s ta n c e ,  th e  i n v i s ib le  
power o f  l i f e .  In  h is  sermon on !Airs' H i l l ,  P au l s a id  
t h a t  in  God "we l i v e ,  end move, and have our b e in g ."  — 
A cts 17 :2 8 .

T his t e x t  does n o t even rem ote ly  s u r e s t  t h a t  when a  
man d ie s  th e re  i s  a  conscious e n t i ty  which escapes from 
h i s  body and i s  taken  up to  God in  heaven . The word 
" re tu rn "  u sed  in  th e  t e x t  p rec lu d es  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  
such  an in t e r p r e t a t io n .  The body re tu rn s  to  th e  d u s t 
because i t  came from  th e  d u s t.  I f  th e  " s p i r i t "  was a  
s e p a ra te  e n t i t y  which re tu rn e d  to  God, i t  would mean 
th a t  th e  conscious e n t i t y  p re v io u s ly  dw elt w ith  God and 
was p e rm itte d  to  come to  e a r th  tem p o ra rily  to  in h a b i t  a



human "body. How un reaso n ab le  such a  con c lu sio n  would bel
B it how c o n s is te n t i s  Solom on's d e f in i t io n  o f  dea th  

w ith  th e  f a c t s  s e t  f o r th  in  th e  B ib le concern ing  th e  hu
man l iv in g  so u l, o r  b e in g . ,When th e  body and th e  b re a th  
re tu rn  to  t h e i r  o r ig in a l  so u rc e s , man i s  l e f t  a s  though 
he had n ev e r e x is te d . The l iv in g  so u l, o r  b e in g , no 
lo n g e r  e x i s t s .  I t  h as  d ied , and death i s  th e  p e n a lty  fo r 
s in .  E z e k .l8 :4  d e c la re s , "The scrul th a t  s in n e th , i t  
s h a l l  d ie ."

HEATH CHANGED TO "SLEEP"
BECAUSE God has prom ised to  r e s to r e  dead humans to  l i f e ,  
th e  B ib le  r e f e r s  to  those  who have d ied  as being  " a s le e p ."  
T his in p o r ta n t  t r u th  o f  th e  B ib le  i s  h ig h lig h te d  by Jesus 
in  H is re fe re n c e  to  th e  dea th  o f  L azarus, th e  b ro th e r  o f  
ifo rth a  and Mary. He s a id  to  H is d is c ip le s ,  "Our f r ie n d  
Lazarus s le e p e th ."  The d is c ip le s  though t J e su s  r e f e r r e d  
to  n a tu r a l  s le e p , so He s a id  to  them p la in ly ,  "Lazarus 
i s  d e a d ."— John 11 :11-14 .

Thus Jesu s  s e t  fo r th  one o f  th e  b a s ic  teach in g s o f  th e  
Word o f  God. Lazarus was dead, y e t  He was a lso  "asleep ."  
When God s a id  to  Adam th a t  d isobed ience would r e s u l t  in  
d e a th — "Thou s h a l t  s u re ly  d ie " —He r e f e r r e d  to  e x t in c 
t io n  o f l i f e .  This e x tin c t io n  o f  l i f e  would have been 
permanent b u t f o r  th e  f a c t  th a t  God s t i l l  lo v ed  His hu 
man c re a tu re s  and p ro v id ed  redem ption f o r  them through 
th e  g i f t  o f  His beloved Son to  be th e  Redeemer and Sa
v io u r  from d e a th . — John 3 :16 ; 1 Tim.2 :3 -6 .

Jesu s gave Kis " f le s h " ,  His hum anity, f o r  th e  l i f e  o f  
th e  w o rld . (John 6 :5 1 .)  Thus p ro v is io n  was made fo r  s e t 
t in g  a s id e  th e  sen ten ce  o f  death  th a t  was e n te re d  a g a in s t 
Adam and h i s  r a c e .  And, a lth o u g h  a l l  have co n tin u ed  to  
d ie ,  because o f the  redem ption p ro v id ed  through C h ris t 
J e s u s , th e re  i s  to  be an  awakening o f  th e  dead. Because 
th e  dead a re  to  be awakened, th e  B ib le  u ses  th e  term  
s leep  to  d esc rib e  t h e i r  tem porary absence of l i f e .

Those who a re  a s le e p  a re  unconsc ious, and so a re  those 
who a re  dead. They see n o th in g , h ea r n o th in g , know n o th 
in g . The B ible s a y s , "The l iv in g  know th a t  th e y  sh a ll  
d ie ; b u t th e  dead know n o t  any th in g ."  (E c c le s .9 :5 . )
Those who a re  a s leep  can be avakened; so those  who a re  
a s le e p  in  death can, and w i l l ,  be awakened. As Jesu s 
s a id  o f  L azarus, "I go, t h a t  I  may awake him o u t o f  
s le e p " ,  so a l l  who a re  "asleep" in  d ea th  a r e ,  by d iv in e  
power, to  be awakened in  th e  morning o f  e a r t h 's  new day.
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That i s  why we reach 'Weeping may endure fo r  a  n ig h t ,  h a t  
jo y  cometh in  th e  m orning." — p s a .3 0 :5 .

MARTHA. COMFORTED
JESUS and th e  l i t t l e  fam ily  a t  Bethany — M artha, Mary, 
and Ia za ru s  — w ere s p e c ia l  f r ie n d s .  When L azarus became 
i l l ,  Je su s  and His d is c ip le s  were i n  G a lile e ,  w hich was 
some d is tan ce  from  Bethany. The s i s t e r s  s e n t  word to  
Je su s  concern ing  I a z a r u s i ׳ l l n e s s ,  b u t He d id  n o t  go to  
them in m ed ia te ly . He w a ited  fo r  two days, and then  an 
nounced th a t  Lazarus had  d ied , and was " s le e p in g " , and 
th a t  He was going to  "awake him ou t o f  s le e p ."

M artha went o u t to  meet Je su s  a s  He approached t h e i r  
home. G ently  ch id in g  Him, she s a id , "Lord, i f  thou  hadst 
been h e re , try b ro th e r  had n o t d ie d ."  (John 1 1 :2 1 .)  Mar
th a  was h e a r t  b roken , and t h i s  was an e x c e lle n t opportun
i t y  f o r  Jesu s to  com fort h e r ,  w hich He d id . But w hat r e 
a s s u r in g  words o f  com fort d id  th e  ! fe s te r  speak  to  M artha 
in  t h i s  tim e o f  h e r  g r e a t  need? L id J e su s  say  to  h e r ,  
a s  has o f te n  been s a id  under s im ila r  c ircu m stan ces, "Mfar- 
th a ,  your b ro th e r  i s  n o t r e a l ly  dead, he has m erely  c a s t  
o f f  h i s  o u ts id e  s h e l l ,  h is  body"? Did Jesus say  th a t  the 
r e a l  Lazarus was more a l iv e  than  ever?  Did He say  to  
M artha t h a t  i t  was q u ite  l i k e l y  th e  "sou l"  o f  L azarus 
was hovering  nearby? Did He say , "M artha, th e r e  i s  no 
death"?

Ho, Jesu s s a id  n o th in g  o f  the  k in d . Je su s  had  p r e 
v io u s ly  s a id  to  His d is c ip le s ,  " Iazaru s i s  dead", and  He 
would n o t now c o n tra d ic t  t h i s  t r u th  by say in g  to  M artha 
t h a t  h e r  b ro th e r  was more a l iv e  th an  e v e r. What He d id  
sa y  to  com fort M artha was in  keeping  w ith  th e  testim ony  
o f  th e  e n t i r e  Word o f  God. Knowing t h a t  L azarus was a c 
t u a l l y  dead, He s a id  to  M artha, "Ihy b ro th e r  s h a l l  r i s e  
a g a in ."  — v e rse  23.

I f  L azarus was ev er to  l i v e  ag a in  he would have to  be 
r e s to r e d  to  l i f e ,  and Jesu s  a ssu re d  h is  s i s t e r  t h a t  th is  
w ould be done: "Thy b ro th e r  s h a l l  r i s e  a g a in ."  M artha 
was n o t su re  j u s t  what Jesus im p lied . She knew th a t  J e 
su s  had awakened o th e rs  from th e  s le e p  o f  death , and  she 
had s a id  to  J e s u s ,  "Whatsoever thou w i l t  ask  o f  God, God 
w i l l  g iv e  i t  th e e " ,  b u t she was n o t c e r ta in  J e su s  would 
a t  th a t  tim e ask  God to  awaken h e r b ro th e r  from th e  s leep  
o f  d ea th . So she r e p l ie d ,  " I know th a t  he s h a l l  r i s e  
ag a in  in  th e  re s u r re c t io n  a t  th e  l a s t  day ." — v e rse s  22- 
24.
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Yes, M artha knew th a t  th e re  was to  he a  g e n e ra l re s u r 
re c t io n  o f  a l l  th e  dead, and th a t  then  L azarus would he 
awakened from the  s le e p  o f  d ea th . She was acq u a in ted  
w ith  th e  prom ises reco rd ed  in  th e  Old T estam ent, and she 
had g iven  re v e re n t and b e l ie v in g  a t te n t io n  to  th e  te a c h 
in g s  o f  Je su s , so she knew th a t  th e re  was a  g lo r io u s  hope 
o f r e s u r re c t io n  f o r  a l l  mankind.

Ife rth a  a ls o  u n d ersto o d  t h a t  th e  g e n e ra l r e s u r re c t io n  
would tak e  p la c e  in  "the l a s t  day." The " la s t  day" i s  
n o t "doomsday", as  many have supposed. The word "day" 
in  th i s  in s ta n c e  r e f e r s  to  an e r a ,  o r  ag e , th e  f i n a l  age 
in  th e  g re a t  p lan  o f  God f o r  th e  redem ption and  s a lv a t io n  
o f  th e  human race  from  s in  and d ea th .

There a re  v ar io u s  ages in  th e  d iv in e  p la n  o f  s a lv a 
t io n .  P r io r  to  th e  f i r s t  adven t o f  Je su s  th e re  was ■the 
P a t r ia r c h a l  Age, and a lso  th e  Jew ish Age. Beginning 
w ith  th e  f i r s t  adven t o f  C h r is t ,  th e re  has been th e  Gos
p e l  Age. These have been p re p a ra to ry  ages i n  which God 
has s e le c te d  and p rep ared  th o se  who w ere to  co -o p era te  
w ith  Je su s  in  th e  f i n a l  age o f  th e  d iv in e  p la n , th e  " la s t  
day", t h a t  p e r io d  o f  tim e when God's p lan  would reach  i t s  
consummation in  th e  awakening o f  th e  dead and th e  r e s to r 
a t io n  to  p e r fe c tio n  o f  l i f e  o f  a l l  who then  would b e liev e  
and obey th e  laws o f  C h r i s t 's  kingdom.

M artha knew about t h i s  f i n a l  age , o r  " l a s t  day" in  th e  
p lan  o f  God, and she knew th a t  h e r  b ro th e r ,  and a l l  who 
had  d ied , w ould then  be awakened from th e  s le e p  o f  doath. 
But l a r t h a  d id  n o t knew w hether o r n o t th i s  i s  what Jesus 
meant when He s a id ,  "Thy b ro th e r  s h a l l  r i s e  a g a in ."  Nor 
d id  Je su s  ex p la in  to  h e r  d i r e c t ly  j u s t  what His immediate 
in te n t io n s  w ere. In s te a d , He r e p l ie d ,  " I am th e  re su rre c 
t io n ,  and th e  l i f e :  he th a t  b e l ie v e th  in  me, though he 
w ere dead, y e t s h a l l  he l i v e :  and whosoever l i v e th  and 
b e l ie v e th  in  me s h a l l  n ev e r d ie ."  (Verses 2 5 ,2 6 .)  M irtha 
had  expressed  f a i t h  in  th e  g en e ra l r e s u r re c t io n  a t  th e  
" la s t  day ." Not/· J e su s  ex p la in ed  th a t  He was th e  " re s u r
r e c t io n ,  and th e  l i f e " ,  th e  One who would awaken th e  dead 
in  th e  " la s t  day", and g iv e  e v e r la s t in g  l i f e  to  a l l  who 
th en  b e lie v e d  on Him.

In  t h i s  reply־ to  M artha, Je su s  m entions two c la s se s  o f 
th o se  who re ce iv e  l i f e through Him. F־  i r s t  th e re  a re  
th o se  who now b e lie v e , and y e t  go in to  dea th . These, He 
a ssu re d  M artha, w ould be awakened from d e a th . And th e re  
a re  th o se  who, b e in g  awakened in  th e  r e s u r r e c t io n ,  th en
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b e lie v e  on Him. These, He s a id ,  w ould n ev e r d ie  a g a in . 
The Rotherham t r a n s la t io n  re a d s , "He th a t  b e l ie v e th  on 
me, even though he d ie , s h a l l  l i v e  ag a in ! And no one 
who l i v e th  aga in  and b e l ie v e th  on me s h a l l  in  anywise 
d ie ."  — Verses 25 ,26 .

A fte r  thus a s su r in g  M artha o f  th e  awakening o f  b o th  
th e  b e l ie v e rs  and th e  u n b e lie v e rs  in  th e  r e s u r r e c t io n ,  
Je su s  asked  h e r ,  "B e lie v es t thou  th i s ? "  M artha r e p l ie d ,  
"Yea, lo r d :  I  b e lie v e  t h a t  thou  a r t  th e  C h ris t ,  th e  Son 
o f  th e  l iv in g  God." (Verses 2 6 ,2 7 .)  M artha u n d ers to o d , 
and p ro p e rly , t h a t  th e  C h ris t ,  o r  M essiah o f  prom ise, 
w ould be s e n t  in to  th e  w orld  to  save mankind from d ea th , 
and th a t  t h i s  w ould be accom plished through  an awakening 
o f  those  who s le e p  in  dea th . She b e lie v e d  th a t  Jesu s 
was th e  prom ised M essiah, th e  C h ris t  who vras to  come, 
and th a t  in  Him was th e  power o f  the  r e s u r re c t io n .

LAZARUS AWAKMED
A fte r  Jfertha had th u s co n fessed  h e r  f a i t h  in  Je su s  as 

th e  M essiah, and in  His a b i l i t y  to  re s to r e  th e  dead to  
l i f e ,  she re tu rn e d  to  h e r  home and a sk ed  Miry to  go w ith  
h e r  to  m eet J e s u s , which she d id . l i k e  M artha, Mary 
s a id  to  th e  M is te r , " I f  thou h ad s t been h e re , ny b ro th e r  
had n o t d ied ."  (Verse 3 2 ). J e s u s h ׳ e a r t  was touched 
w ith  t h i s  scene o f  sorrow and g re a t  l o s s ,  and, to g e th e r  
w ith  th e  o th e rs ,  He a lso  w ept. Then He asked  to  be 
shown to  th e  tomb where la z a ru s  was b u rie d .

S tand ing  by th e  tomb, Jesu s  asked th a t  th e  s to n e  in  
f r o n t  o f  th e  en tran ce  be r o l l e d  away. Then M artha p ro 
te s t e d .  She had p re v io u s ly  con fessed  f a i t h  t h a t  Je su s  
cou ld  r e s to r e  h e r  b ro th e r  to  l i f e ,  b u t now she wondered, 
and s a id  to  J e s u s , " lo rd , by t h i s  time he s t in k e th :  f o r  
he h a th  been dead fo u r d ay s ."  (Verse 3 9 .)  But to  Je su s  
t h i s  d id  n o t m a tte r .  He was about to  dem onstrate w hat 
would u l t im a te ly  be accom plished by d iv in e  power fo r  a l l  
who have d ied , a id  where d iv ine  power o p e ra te s  i t  does 
n o t make any d if fe re n c e  w hether a  person  h as  been dead 
fo u r  days o r  f o r  thousands o f  y e a rs ; l i f e  can be r e s t o r 
ed . He who c re a te d  l i f e  in  the  f i r s t  p lace  i s  abundant
l y  ab le  to  r e s to r e  l i f e .

S tand ing  b e fo re  th e  opened tomb, a f t e r  an ap p ro p ria te  
p ra y e r  Je su s  c r ie d  w ith  a  lo u d  v o ice , " la z a ru s , come 
f o r th . "  (Verse 4 3 .)  I t  i s  in t e r e s t in g  to  n o te  what th e  
accoun t does n o t say . I t  does n o t say  concern ing  l a z a -

1 0 .



1 1 .
- r u s  t h a t  he re tu rn e d  from heaven, f o r  Lazarus had n o t 
gone to  heaven . I t  does n o t  say  th a t  he who had gone to  
p u rg a to ry  re tu rn e d . There i s  no such p la c e  as p u rg a to ry . 
I t  does n o t  say  th a t  he who had gone to  an abyss o f  e t e r 
n a l  to r tu r e  was re le a s e d  from to rm en t. There i s  no abyss 
o f  e te rn a l  t o r t u r e .

The re c o rd  s t a t e s  t h a t  when Jesu s  c r ie d ,  "Lazarus, 
come fo r th " ,  "he t h a t  was dead came f o r t h . "  Je su s  had 
s a id  th a t  L azarus was d ead . Bow th e  dead Lazarus had 
been awakened from th e  s le e p  o f  d ea th . R eleased  from  
h i s  grave c lo th e s , Lazarus m ingled and f  ellow sh ipped  
w ith  h i s  fa m ily  and f r ie n d s  a s  he had done b e fo re . Re
s to re d  to  l i f e ,  he was n e i th e r  a  phantom o r  a  g h o s t. He 
was th e  same Lazarus a s  b e fo re . He was gLad to  be a l iv e  
a g a in , and h is  fam ily  was g lad  to  have him r e s to r e d  to  
them.

"MARVEL NOT"
ON A form er o ccasio n , when speaking o f  th e  r e s u r r e c t io n  
o f  th e  dead , Je su s  s a id ,  "Marvel n o t a t  t h i s :  f o r  th e  
hour i s  coming, in  the w hich a l l  t h a t  a r e  in  th e  graves 
s h a l l  h e a r  h i s  v o ice . And s h a l l  come f o r th ;  th e y  th a t  
have done good, u n to  th e  r e s u r r e c t io n  o f  l i f e ;  and th e y  
th a t  have done i l l ,  u n to  th e  r e s u r r e c t io n  o f  judgm ent." 
(John 5 :2 8 ,2 9 , R evised V e rs io n .) Here we a r e  a ssu re d  
th a t  j u s t  a s  L azarus was c a lle d  f o r th  from  th e  tomb, so 
a l l  th e  dead w i l l  be c a l le d  f o r th  a t  th e  tim e o f th e  
g e n e ra l r e s u r r e c t io n .

And n o te  th a t  Je su s  h e re  a lso  speaks o f  two g en e ra l 
c la s s e s  in  th e  r e s u r r e c t io n  — th o se  who have done good, 
and th o se  who have done i l l ,  o r  have f a i l e d  to  do good. 
Those who have done good a re  r e f e r r e d  to  in  v erse  24 a s  
th e  b e l ie v e rs  o f th e  p re se n t age . Of th e s e  i t  i s  s a id  
t h a t  th ey  have e v e r la s t in g  l i f e ,  an d  w i l l  n o t come in to  
judgm ent. This means t h a t  upon th e  b a s is  o f  f a i t h ,  b e 
l ie v e r s  a re  no lo n g e r  u nder con d ev ia tio n  to  death , and 
a re  a ssu re d  o f e v e r la s t in g  l i f e  in  th e  r e s u r r e c t io n . 
These w i l l  n o t come in to  judgm ent, f o r  th e y  pass t h e i r  
t r i a l  s u c c e s s fu l ly  in  th e  p re se n t l i f e .

These a re  th e  ones who, having  done "good" by b e l ie v 
in g  and fo llo w in g  f a i t h f u l l y  in  th e  fo o ts te p s  o f  Je su s , 
prove w orthy o f  b e in g  c a l le d  fo r th  from  dea th  to  a  r e 
s u r re c t io n  o f  " l i f e . "  But those who have n o t  th u s  proved 

w orthy a r e  awakened from dea th  and come in to  judgm ent, 
f o r  t h e i r  awakening w i l l  take  p lace  during  th e  w o rld 's



thousand-year judgment d a y .— A cts 1 7 :31 ; 2 P e t .3 :8 ;
R ev.20:6 .

The Greek word h ere  t r a n s la te d  "judgment" i s  k r i s i s , 
hav ing  th e  same meaning as our E n g lish  word c r i s i s .  A ll  
who do n o t now prove w orthy o f l i f e  w i l l  fa ce  a  c r i s i s  
when awakened from  th e  s le e p  o f  dea th . They w i l l ,  o f  
co u rse , th en  he f u l l y  en lig h ten ed  a s  to  th e  is s u e s  i n 
volved, and th e  o p p o rtu n ity  w i l l  he g iven  them, based  
upon f u l l  u n d e rs ta n d in g , o f  ac cep tin g  th e  p ro v is io n  o f  
l i f e  made fo r  them through  C h ris t and obeying th e  law s 
o f  th e  kingdom o f  C h ris t which w i l l  th en  he in  c o n tro l 
o f  th e  a f f a i r s  o f  a l l  nankind. I f  th ey  do a c cep t and 
obey, th ey  w i n  he r e s to r e d  to  p e r fe c tio n  o f  human l i f e  
and l iv e  fo re v e r .  Dais w i l l  he t h e i r  f u l l  r e s u r r e c t io n .  
I f  th ey  do n o t accep t and obey, th ey  w i l l  he re tu rn e d  to  
d ea th . P e te r  s a id  concern ing  th a t  tim e th a t  th o se  who 
do n o t obey " s h a l l  he destroyed  from among th e  p e o p le ." 
— Acts 3:23·

The b e l ie v e rs  o f t h i s  age , who have proved w orthy  to  
l i v e  and re ig n  w ith  C h ris t ,  w i l l  come fo r th  in  th e  r e 
s u r re c t io n  to  "g lo ry  and honor and ! m o r t a l i t y . " (Rom. 
2 :7 .)  Im m o rta lity  i s  thus seen to  ho, n o t an in h e re n t 
q u a l i ty  o f  man, h u t a  g lo r io u s  rew ard o f fe re d  to  th o se  
who a re  w i l l in g  to  s u f f e r  and d ie  w ith  Jesus t h a t  th ey  
m ight l i v e  and re ig n  w ith  Him. As jo in t - h e i r s  w ith  J e 
su s  in  H is kingdom, th e s e  w i l l  a ls o  he co-judges w ith  
Him during  th a t  fu tu re  judgm ent-day p e r io d . — 1 Cor.6 : 
2 ,3 ; Rev.3 :21 ; 5 :1 0 .

Then th e  u n b e lie v in g  w orld  w i l l  he given an opportun
i t y  to  b e l ie v e , th e  dead b e in g  awakened from d ea th  th a t  
th ey  m ight he g iven  t h i s  o p p o rtu n ity . Those who do th en  
b e lie v e  w i l l  he r e s to r e d  to  th a t  p e r fe c tio n  o f  human na
tu r e  which was l o s t  by  Acfam when he disobeyed God’s  law  
and was sen ten ced  to  d ea th , and they  w i l l  l i v e  on th e  
e a r th  a s  humans fo re v e r .  — R ev.21:4 .

Yes, th e re  i s  l i f e  a f t e r  d ea th , because by d iv in e  
power th e  dead w i l l  be re s to r e d  to  l i f e . This i s  th e  
g re a t  hope th a t  i s  h e ld  out to  u s  in  th e  Word o f  God.
I t  i s  th e  hope o f  th e  re s u r re c t io n  o f  th e  dead. (R eprin
te d  from th e  "Pawn" b o o k le t . )

F u rth e r  co p ies  o f  t h i s  b o o k le t, a lso  o th e r  l i t e r a t u r e  
o b ta in a b le  fro m :- BEREAN BIBLE INSTITUTE, 19 Ermington 
P la c e , Kew, M elbourne, A u s t r a l ia ,  3101.
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