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DO THE DEAD KNOW ANYTHING?
WHERE ARE THEY>

Where Are Our Loved Ones?
The proper answer to this question stands related  

to our destiny, colours and influences our theo- 
logy and the entire trend  of our lives! The correct 
answer gives strength , confidence, courage, and 
assists tow ards the spirit of a sound m ind!

“Men and brethren, let me freely speak to you of 
the pa tria rch  David, th a t he is both dead and buried, 
and his sepulchre is w ith us unto this day. For 
D avid is no t ascended into the heavens.” (Acts 
2:29, 34). “And no man hath  ascended up to liea־ 
veil, but he th a t came down from  heaven, even the 
Son of m an.”—John  3:13.

I f  the ord inary  affairs of this present life, food, 
raim ent, finance, politics, etc., which concern us but 
for a few years, are deemed w orthy of thought, 
study, how much more concern should we have in 
respect of the eternal fu tu re  of ourselves and neigh- 
hours and m ankind in general ?

The Agnostic Answers the Question.
Before presenting w hat we claim is the S crip tural 

and only satisfactory  answer to our query, we th ink  it 
but proper respect to the intelligence and thought of 
our day and of past centuries to make general in- 
quiries on the subject and have before our minds the 
most profound thoughts of the most astu te th inkers 
of our race. We cannot, however, go into this m atter 
elaborately and give lengthy quotations. We must 
content ourselves with brief, synoptical answers, 
which will be stated  kindly and tru th fu lly , and with
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E ver since the fall of m an into sin, when it was 
said by the tem pter, “Ye shall not surely die,” there 
has been persistant attem pts to becloud the real facts, 
to “pu t light for darkness, and darkness for ligh t.” 
The Apostle very tru ly  said, “The God of Ibis world 
hath blinded the minds of them  th a t believe not, lest 
the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, Who is 
the image of God, should shine unto them .”—2 Cor. 
4:4.

By confusing th is issue, the whole philosophy of 
the C hristian religion is confused. 111 other words, 
until we have a correct understanding concerning the 
reason of death, and the condition in death, we will 
fail to understand the g reat hope of the resurrection 
and how it has been made possible by the Ransom 
Sacrifice of Jesus Christ, who tasted  death for every 
m an and thus paid the price of sin. “He bore our 
sins on the tree ,” “He was wounded for our trans- 
gressions, He was bruised for our iniquities, the chas- 
tisem ent of our peace was upon Him, and by His 
stripes we are healed.”—Isaiah 53.

We tru s t th a t the re-issue of this booklet, which has 
been so greatly  in demand, may still accomplish much 
good to the glory of God, and in assisting many more 
to a better understanding of the Bible, whereby they 
will be fore-arm ed against the m any sophistries of 
our day along the lines of spiritualism  and other 
occult systems.
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sent living and give him either a higher or a lower 
position. We believe th a t we lived on ea rth  before, 
perhaps, as cats, dogs, mice, elephants, or w hat not, 
and th a t if the present life has been wisely used, we 
m ay reappear as men of nobler talents, as philo- 
sophers, etc.; but if, as usual, life has been misspent, 
a t death we will be rem anded to some lower form  of 
being—an elephant, a worm, or w hat not. I t  is be- 
cause of th is belief th a t we are so careful in respect 
of our treatm ent of the lower animals and refuse to 
eat m eat of any kind. W ere we to tram p ru th- 
lessly on the worm, our punishm ent m ight be a form 
in which we ourselves would be trea ted  ruthlessly 
a f te r  the change which we call death.”

(2) The other large class of heathen believe in a 
sp irit world w ith happy hunting grounds for the good 
and  a hell of different torm ents for the wicked. We 
are told th a t when people seem to die they really  be- 
come more alive than  ever and th a t the very  m inute 
they  cross the river S tyx they go to the realm s of 
e ither the blessed or the ever doomed, and th a t there 
are steps or degrees of punishm ent and rew ard. W e 
inquire, W here did you receive these views? The 
answ er is, They have been with us for a long, long 
time. We know not where they came from. Our 
learned men have handed them  down to us as tru ths, 
and we have accepted them  as such.

B ut heathenism ’s answer is not satisfactory  to our 
heads and hearts. We must look further. We must 
no t tru s t to speculation. We m ust look fo r Divine 
revelation ; the message from Him w ith whom we 
have to do— our Creator.

The Catholic Answer to Our Question.
Turning from  heathenism  we address our question 

to th a t in telligent one-fourth of the w orld’s popuia- 
tion known as Christendom. We say, Christendom, 
W hat is your answer to the question? The reply  is, 
“We are divided in our opinion, more than  two-thirds 
of us holding the Catholic and nearly  one-third the  
general P ro testan t view. Let us hear the Catholic
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a desire not to offend anybody, however much we may 
disagree w ith his conclusions. We recognise the righ t 
of every m an to do his own th ink ing  and to reach his 
own conclusions, w hether these agree with our con- 
ceptions or not.

We begin our examination by asking our agnostic 
friends, who boast of their untram m elled freedom of 
thought, W hat say you, “Free-th inkers,” in reply to 
our query, W here are the dead? Their answer is, 
“We do not know. We would like to believe in a 
fu tu re  life, bu t we have no proof of it. Lacking the 
evidences our conclusion is th a t m an dies as does the 
brute beast. If  our conclusion disappoints your ex- 
pectations in respect of having joy for the saints, 
it certainly should he com forting to all as respects 
the vast m ajority  of our race, who certainly would be 
much better off perished like the bru te beast than  to 
be preserved in to rtu re, as the m ajority  believe.”

We th an k  our agnostic friend  for the courteous 
reply, but feel th a t the answer is not satisfactory, 
either to our heads or to our h e a r ts ; which cry out 
th a t there must, or should be, a fu tu re  life; th a t 
the C reator made man with powers of m ind and 
heart so superior to the bru te  th a t his pre-eminence in 
the Divine plan should he expected. Furtherm ore, 
the brevity  of the present life, its tears, its sorrows, 
its experiences, its lessons, will nearly  all be valueless, 
useless, unless there be a fu tu re  life—an opportunity  
fo r m aking rise of these lessons. We m ust look fur- 
ther for some more satisfactory  answer to our 
question.

The Heathen Answer to Our Query.
Since three-fourths of the w orld are heathen, the 

weight of num bers implies th a t they next should be 
asked for their solution to the question—W here are 
the dead? Heathenism  gives two general answers.

(1) Prom inent are those which hold to transm igra- 
tion. These reply  to us, “Our view is th a t  when a 
man dies, lie does not die, bu t merely changes his 
form. His fu tu re  estate will correspond to his pro-
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penances, sorrows, woes, anguish indeed, but not 
hopeless. The period of confinement here m ay be cen- 
turies or thousands of years, according to the deserts 
of the individual and the alleviations granted. I f  
you would know more particu la rly  the Catholic 
teaching on this subject, we refer you to the w ritings 
of one of our g reat Catholics, the noted poet Dante, 
a loyal Catholic, a t one time an Abbot, who died in a 
m onastery w ith the fu ll righ ts of the Church. D an te’s 
poem, “Inferno ,” graphically  describes the to rtures 
of purgatory , as we understand  the m atter. You can 
p rocure a t almost any lib rary  an illu stra ted  copy of 
this g reat Catholic poem. Dore, the artis t, was also 
a  prom inent Catholic and he portrayed  D ante’s poem 
vividly and tru th fu lly . The illustrations show the 
torm ents of purga to ry  vividly—how the demons chase 
some until they leap over precipices into boiling 
water. They ply others with fiery darts. Others are 
burned with heads dow nw ard; others w ith feet down- 
wards in pits. Some are bitten  by serpents. Still 
others are frozen, ete. We advise th a t you see 
D an te’s work, “In ferno ,” because i t  gives our Catho- 
lie view of the proper answ er to your question, W here 
a re  the dead? The vast m ajority  are in  P urgato ry , 
th e  billions of the heathen are there ; because ignor- 
anee does no t save, does not qualify fo r the heavenly 
condition. All who en ter heaven m ust previously 
have been fitted and p repared  in a m anner impossible 
to the heathen. Millions of P ro testan ts are there. They 
could not en ter heaven, except through the portals 
of the Catholic C hurch; neither would God deem 
them  w orthy of eternal hell, because their rejection 
of Catholicism was due to the confession of fa ith  
under which they were born and environed. N early 
all Catholics go to pu rga to ry  also, because, notw ith- 
standing the good offices of our Church, our holy 
w ater, confessions, masses, holy candles, consecrated 
burying ground, etc., nevertheless, not having 
a tta in ed  to saintship of character, they  would be ex- 
eluded from  heaven un til the distressing experiences 
of purga to ry  would prepare their hearts fo r heaven.
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view (Greek and Roman), first then, because age, as 
well as numbers, suggests such precedence.

Catholic friends, give us, please, the results of 
your labours and studies, the conclusions of your 
ablest th inkers and theologians, in respect of the 
revelation which you claim to have from  God on th is 
subject, W here are the dead? W e will hear you 
thoughtfu lly , patien tly , unbiasedly. Our Catholic 
friends respond: “Our teachings are very  explicit 
along־ the lines of your question. W e have canvassed 
the subject from  every standpoint in the ligh t of 
Divine revelation. Our conclusion and teaching are 
th a t when anyone dies, he goes to one of three p laces: 
first the saintly, of whom w־e claim there are bu t a 
few, go im m ediately to the presence of God, to 11־ ea- 
ven. These are re ferred  to by our Lord, saying, “ Who- 
soever doth no t bear his cross and come afte r me, 
cannot be my disciple.” (Luke 14:27.) Those who 
fa ith fu lly  bear the cross are the “ little flock,” the 
“elect.” Respecting these Jesus says, “S tra it is the 
gate, and narrow  is the way, th a t leadeth to life, and 
few there be th a t find it.” (M att. 7:14.) These 
saintly  do not include our clergy, not even our 
bishops, cardinals and  popes; for you will find th a t 
when any of these die, i t  is a custom of the Church 
th a t masses be said for the repose of their souls. We 
would not say masses for any we believe to be in 
heaven because there surely is repose for every soul; 
neither would we say masses for them  if we believed 
them  to be in eternal hell, fo r masses could not avail 
them  there. W e m ight rem ark, however, th a t we do 
not teach th a t m any go to the eternal hell. I t  is our 
teaching th a t only incorrigible heretics—persons who 
have had  a fu ll knowledge of Catholic doctrines and 
who have w ilfully and deliberately opposed them — 
these alone m eet the awful, hopeless fate.

Millions to Purgatory.
“The dead in general, according to our teaching, 

pass im m ediately to purgatory , which is, as the name 
indicates, a place of purgation from  sin, a place of
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find th a t the voice of P rotestantism  as a whole (bar- 
rin.״• num erically insignificant denom inations) giving 
the most absurd answer to my question th a t could be 
conceived—an answer which is pu t to shame by the 
Catholics, the heathen and th e  agnostics. Is not this 
m arvellous? Can this be? I t  is w ritten , “Faith- 
fu l are.the wounds of a friend.” Consider the weak- 
nesses of our position as P ro te s tan ts ; not w ith a view 
to our vexation and shame, but w ith the thought th a t 
our intelligent investigation of the subject can be 
tu rn ed  to our ׳advantage and enable us to know the 
tru th  and to lift the true, Divine standards before the 
people, to the in ten t th a t  we and all m ay come to 
c learer views of our heavenly F a th e r’s character, pur- 
poses and fu tu re  dealings w ith our race.

Perm it me as gently as possible to touch this sore 
spot. The removal of the bandages and the clean- 
sing of the sore m ay cause us pain, bu t the investiga- 
tion  should be helpful, nevertheless. We got our 
name P ro testan ts from  the fact th a t our intelligent 
and  well-meaning forefathers, who were Catholics, 
thought they  discovered inconsistencies and unscrip- 
tu ralness in Catholic doctrines in which they  had 
been reared. They protested  against these, and hence 
came the name P rotestants. We cannot defend all 
th a t they did to their enemies nor all th a t their 
enemies did to them.

One of their points of p rotest was th a t our fore- 
fa thers could find nothing of pu rga to ry  anyw here 
on earth, nor any declaration respecting it in the 
Bible. W ith a sim plicity th a t is certainly marvellous 
to  us, they concluded th a t they would m erely pick up 
their views of pu rg a to ry  and throw  them  away for- 
ever. This left them  heaven and  hell, into one of 
which, they said, every member of the race m־ ust 
go a t death and there spend his eternity . Quite 

evidently  these well-meaning forefathers of ours were 
not as long-headed, far-sighted and logical as we 
m ight have expected them  to be, when they did not 
perceive the difficulty into which they were walking. 
B ather we should say, perhaps, th a t they  did see

9

W e hold, however, th a t for the reason stated, Catho- 
lies will no t need to rem ain as long in purga to ry  as 
will the P ro testan ts and heathen.”

We can thank  our Catholic friends for so kind a 
statem ent of their case. We will not ask them  where 
their purgato ry  is, nor how they  obtain the details 
of inform ation respecting it, because such questions 
m ight offend them, and we have no desire to offend. 
We merely wish for their ripest, clearest, m aturest 
thought respecting our question. W e reg re t to say 
th a t the answer is not all th a t we m ight have hoped 
fo r in clearness and reasonableness and Scrip tural- 
ness. Our hearts are heavy w ith the thought th a t 
our poor race, by reason of original sin, is already, as- 
the apostle says, a “groaning creation,” and the pre- 
sent life of a few years is full of trouble. I t  is sacl- 
dening, discouraging to all of us to th ink  th a t when 
present tria ls  and difficulties are past, of being 
obliged, even for centuries (not to mention eternity) 
to have such aw ful experiences as Dante portrays,, 
even though those centuries of anguish would purge 
us and fit us for the Divine presence of heavenly 
glory. I t  may seem strange to some theologians, but 
it is nevertheless true, th a t the answer of Catholicism 
to our question is not much better than  the answer of 
heathendom. N either our heads nor our hearts are 
yet satisfied. I t  cannot bd wrong to look fu rth e r fo r  ׳
something more satisfactory.

The P ro testan t Answer to  Our Question.
M any of us in times past have been inclined to 

boast a little  of P ro testan t “breadth  of m ind,” “in- 
telligence,” “education,” etc. May we not reasonably 
expect from  Pro testan ts a clear, logical, satisfactory 
answer to our question? Having found all the other 
answers unsatisfactory, and having now come to the 
one-twelfth portion of our race which has had most 
advantage every way, we m ight reasonably expect to 
find in its answer the quintescenee of wisdom and 
proof from every q uarte r and from every age. But 
what do we find? We find the very reverse! We

8
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B ather we should say, perhaps, th a t they  did see
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saints m ust spend an etern ity  of to rtu re , though this 
is the logic of our creeds. Our hearts protest, say- 
ing th a t three-fourths of hum anity to-day are heathen 
and th a t fu lly  th a t proportion of hum anity alto- 
gether have never heard  of God and the term s of 
salvation.

The Best of People Perplexed.
Our creeds perplex u s ; for, as our hearts will not 

perm it ns to th ink  of these poor creatures going to 
an etern ity  of misery, neither will our heads perm it 
us to say th a t they  are fit for heaven. Indeed it 
would be at variance not only w ith the Scripture, 
bu t also w ith reason itself, to suppose heaven with 
three-fourths of its inhabitants unregenerate in every 
sense of the word. Our forefathers m erely spoiled 
th ings for us when they threw  aw ay pu rg a to ry  and 
kep t the rem ainder of the arrangem ent. I f  we must 
object to pu rga to ry  as being unscrip tural, m ust we 
not equally object to the eternal torm ent of all the 
families of the earth  as being unscrip tural, especially 
when the Bible declares th a t “all the families of the 
earth  shall be blessed” through Christ—blessed w ith 
a knowledge of the T ru th  and opportunity  to come 
into heart harm ony w ith God and a tta in  everlasting 
life through Christ. I t  is necessary to press this 
po int of the unreasonableness of the  eternal torm ent 
doctrine. Nevertheless let us rem ind ourselves of 
w hat our prom inent P ro testan t theories are on the 
su b je c t:—•

(1) The Calvanistic thought is th a t Divine wisdom 
and power planned for m ankind in advance—knew 
of the fall of m an in  advance, and prepared  therefore 
by the creating of a great place called hell and the 
m anning of it w ith fire-proof devils for the torm ent 
of the race—all except the “little  flock,” the “elect.” 
Love and justice were left out of this calculation. 
(2) The other prom inent P ro testan t theory, the 
“Arxninian,” held to-day probably by the m ajority, 
insists th a t both love and justice created the world 
and arranged  the torm ent, and th a t wisdom and
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something of the difficulty, but viewed m atters dif- 
feren tly  from  w hat we do. The theory  of Calvin 
and Knox prevailed a t th a t time am ongst P ro testan ts 
and led each denom ination to hope th a t it was God’s 
“elect” and th a t i t  would constitute the “little  flock” 
who would go to heaven, while all the rem ainder of 
m ankind would be consigned to an e tern ity  of hellish 
to rture.

No longer does either Catholic or P ro testan t pray, 
“God bless me and my wife,
My son John and his wife,
Us four and no more.”

Both Catholics and Pro testan ts, looking back to 
th a t period which we often term  the “dark  ages,” 
have reason to give thanks to God for the anointing 
of the eyes of our understanding, which enables us, 
we believe, to th ink  more logically th an  our fore- 
fathers. Even those of us reared  under the doctrine 
of pre-destination have lost the idea th a t the heathen 
were passed by because they  were predestinated  to 
dam nation; instead those who accepted the W est- 
m inster confession of fa ith  are to-day the most zeal- 
ons in the preaching of the Gospel amongst the 
heathen by m issionary effort. We are glad of this. 
I t  is a sign th a t our hearts are in tru e r  and nobler 
condition, even though 0111• heads have not yet gotten 
into proper ad justm ent w ith 0111׳ h e a r ts ; and we 
stiil look a t crooked doctrines and endeavour to 
im agine them  altogether straight.

Theoretically P ro testan t doctrines stand  w ith the  
Bible and w ith Catholics and declare th a t heaven is a 
place of perfection; th a t  there can be no change to 
any who enter th e re ; hence th a t all tria l, all refine- 
ment, all chiselling, all polishing of character must 
be accomplished in advance of an entrance into the 
abode of the saints. In  a word, we agree th a t only 
the saints will ever enter there, the “pure in h ea rt,” 
the “overcomers,” the “little  flock,” which now walk 
in  the footsteps of Jesus. W hat about the rem ainder 
of m ankind? Ah! there is the difficulty. Our 
la rger hearts will not consent th a t  all except the

10
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Notice th a t the heathen, as well as the Christians, 
have accepted S atan’s lie and correspondingly re- 
jec ted  God’s T ruth. Do they not all agree w ith the 
serpen t’s statem ent, “Ye shall not surely die?” Do 
they not claim th a t the dead are alive—much more 
alive than  before they  died? This, dear friends, has 
been our common point of mistake. We have fol- 
lowed the wrong teac h e r; the one of whom our Lord 
said, “He abode not in the tru th ,” and th a t he is 
the fa ther of lies.—John 8:44.

These false doctrines have prevailed amongst the 
heathen for many, m any centuries, bu t they gained 
an  ascendency in the Church of Christ during the 
“d ark  ages” and had much to do with producing 
the darkness thereof. If  our forefathers had be- 
lievecl God’s testim ony, “Thou shalt surely die,” 
there would have been no room for the introduction 
of prayers for the dead, masses for their sins, fright- 
fu l thoughts respecting th e ir to rtu re. The Scrip- 
tn res agree from first to last th a t “the dead know 
not anything” (Eccl. 9:5) and th a t “their sons come 
to honour and they know it n o t; they come to dis- 
honour and they  perceive it not of them .” (Job 
14:21.) I t  is the Scriptures th a t tell us where the 
dead are and their condition; th a t they  are experien- 
cing neither joy nor sorrow, pleasure nor suffering; 
th a t they will have no knowledge of anything done 
under the sun until their awakening in the resurrec- 
fion. I rem ind you of the wise m an’s words, “Do 
w ith thy  m ight w hat thy hand  findeth to do, for 
there is neither wisdom nor knowledge nor device in 
(sheol) the grave, w hither thou goest.” (B ed. 
9:10.) We remem ber both in the Old Testam ent 
and  in the New Testam ent it is w ritten  of both the 
good and the bad th a t they fell asleep in death. The 
apostle speaks of those who “sleep in  Jesus,” and of 
those who have “fallen asleep in C h ris t;” who, he de- 
dares, are perished, if there be no resurrection of the 
dead. Could they perish in heaven or in purgato ry  
or in a hell of torm ent? Assuredly no one so teaches. 
They are already in a perished condition in the
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power were not consulted ; hence th a t God had gotten 
into difficulty, while endeavouring to do ju stly  and 
lovingly by His creatures; because lacking in power 
to  render the needed aid. The entire difficulty is that, 
in our reasoning on the subject, we have merely 
asked the opinions of men and have not sought the 
W ord of the Lord.

We now bring to your a tten tion  the clear, 
plain, reasonable, just, loving and wise program me 
of our heavenly F ather. I t  has been so long over- 
looked, so long buried under the rubbish of hum an 
trad ition  of the “dark  ages” th a t to-day “T ru th  is 
stranger than  fiction.” W ell did our Lord through 
the prophet declare:

“As the heavens are higher th an  the earth, so are 
my ways higher than  your ways, and my plans 
higher than  your plans.”—Isa. 55:9.

And w hat else should we expect than  this—th a t 
God would be better than  ourselves? ' Our Lord said, 
“Love your enemies; bless them  th a t curse you, do 
good to them  th a t hate you, and p ray  fo r them which 
despitefully use you.” (M att. 5:44.) “If  thine 
enemy hunger, feed him•; if he th irst, give him drink .” 
(Rom. 12:20.) In  view of this, how strange to th ink  
th a t God would to rtu re  His enemies and th a t eter- 
n a lly ; and not only so, but to rtu re  also those who are 
not especially His enemies—the ignorant, the heathen 
—all who do not become saints under present adverse 
conditions! From  only the one standpoint can we 
get order out of confusion and regain the proper 
respect for our C reator and His dealings w ith our 
race. That is the standpoint of the T ruth, as re- 
vealed to us in the Bible.

W hat Say the Scriptures?
All of the foregoing theories, be it noticed, are 

based upon the assum ption th a t death does not mean 
death—th a t to die is to become more alive than  be- 
fore death. In  Eden it was God who declared to 
our first parents, “Ye shall surely die.” I t  was 
Satan who declared, “Ye shall not surely die.”

12
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Death, Not Torment, the Penalty.

Note well the m istake made in assuming eternal 
torm ent the wages of original sin, when the Scrip- 
tuxes explicitly declare th a t “The wages of sin is. 
death”—not eternal torm ent. (Rom. 6:23.) We search 
the Genesis account of m an’s fall and the sentence iin- 
posed, bu t find no suggestion of a fu tu re  punishm ent, 
b u t m erely of a death penalty. R epeating it the 
second time the Lord said, “Dust thou art, and unto 
dust shalt thou re tu rn .” (Gen. 3:19.) B ut He said 
not a word respecting devils, fire and torm ent. How, 
then, did the adversary  deceive our fa thers during 
the “dark  ages” w ith his errors, which the apostle 
styles “doctrines of devils ?” Note the fact th a t  none 
of the prophecies mention any other th an  a death 
penalty  for sin. Note th a t the New Testam ent like- 
wise declares the same. St. Paul, who w rote more 
th an  one-half of the New Testament, and who assures 
us th a t he did “not shun to declare the whole counsel 
of God” (Acts 20:27), says not a w ord about torm ent. 
On the contrary, discussing this very  m atte r of sin 
and  its penalty, he says, “W herefore, as by one m an 
sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so 
death passed upon all men, for th a t all have sinned.” 
(Rom. 5:12.) Note th a t it was not eternal torm ent 
th a t  passed upon one man nor upon all men, but 
death. I f  some one suggests th a t death would not be 
a sufficient penalty, fo r sin, all we would need to do 
would be to point him to the facts and thus prove 
his suggestions illogical. For the sin of disobedi- 
ence Adam lost his paradisiac home—lost eternal life: 
and Divine fellowship, and instead got sickness, pain, 
sorrow, death. A dditionally  all of his posterity, rea- 
sonably estim ated a t tw enty  thousand millions, dis- 
inherited  so fa r as the blessings are concerned, have 
inherited  weaknesses, m ental, m oral and physical, 
and are, as the apostle declares, “A groaning crea- 
tjon .”■—Rom. 8 :22.

Yiew the s itu a tio n ! Twenty thousand millions- 
born in sin and shapen in iniquity. (P sa .51 :5 ׳ :) A
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to m b ; and the perishing would be absolute, complete, 
unless a resurrection be provided for their deliver- 
anee from the power of death. Hence we read, “God 
so loved the world th a t he gave his only begotten Son, 
th a t  whosoever believeth on Him should not perish, 
bu t have eternal life.”

In  a word, then, the Bible teaching is th a t m an 
was made superior to all the bru te creation—in  the 
image and likeness of his C rea to r; th a t  he possessed 
life in a perfect degree in  Eden and m ight have re- 
tained it by fu ll obedience. B ut in his tria l, his test- 
ing, he failed, and came under the death sentence, 
“In  the day th a t thou  eatest therof, dying thou shalt 
die.” (Gen. 2:17.) There the dying began, which, 
a fte r nine hundred  and th ir ty  years, b rought fa th e r 
Adam to the tomb and involved all of his children in 
his weaknesses and death sentence. He died in the 
very  day, which the apostle P eter explains was not a 
tw enty-four hour day, bu t a thousand year day, 
saying, “One day is w ith the Lord as a thousand 
years.” (2 Pet. 3:8.) D uring six of these great 
days the death sentence has brought m an down in 
some respects to the level of the bru te and left him 
w ithout hope of fu tu re  life, except as God m ight take 
compassion upon him and bring him some relief. This 
was hinted a t in the statem ent th a t “The seed of the  
woman should bruise the serpent’s head.” I t  was 
y e t fu rth e r elaborated to Abraham , saying, “In  thee 
and in thy  seed shall all the families of the earth  be 
blessed.”-—Gen. 28:14.

B ut not un til four of the g reat thousand-year days 
had  passed did God send forth  His Son to redeem the 
race, by paying fa th e r Adam ’s penalty, by dying, 
“The ju st fo r the unjust, th a t he m ight bring ns to 
God.” (1 Pet. 3:18.) As a result of th a t redemp- 
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u n ju s t”—a recovery from the death sentence, from  
the prison-house, the tom b.”
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Yiew the s itu a tio n ! Twenty thousand millions- 
born in sin and shapen in iniquity. (P sa .51 :5 ׳ :) A
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Justice for the sins of the whole world, because Adam 
alone had been tried—Adam alone liad been cotr 
demned. We, his children, were involved through 
him. Behold the wisdom and the economy of our 
C rea to r! The Scrip tures assure us th a t He con- 
demned the whole world for one m an’s disobedience, 
in  order th a t He m ight have m ercy upon all through 
the obedience of another—Christ. W e were con- 
demned to death w ithout our consent or knowledge. 
W e were redeemed from  death w ithout our consent 
or knowledge.

Some one may inquire, “Are we, therefore, w ithout 
responsibility? W ill there be no individual penalty  
upon us for individual wrong doings?” W e answer,. 
“A ju st recompense of rew ard” will be m eted out 
to  all. B ut our eternal destiny can be settled  only by 
ourselves, by our individual acceptance or rejection 
of the grace of God. The Scriptures clearly inform  
us th a t every sin, in proportion to its wilfulness, 
brings a measure of degradation which involves 
“stripes,” chastisement, corrections to regain the 
lost standing. Thus the more mean and wicked: 
a m an or woman m ay be, the g rea te r will be 
his or her disadvantage in the resurrection time, and 
the more he will then  have to overcome, to get back 
to all th a t was lost in Adam and redeem ed by Christ.

“And the Dead Came Forth.”
A t his first advent our L ord’s m iracles foresha- 

dowed the g reat w ork which He, w ith H is'glorified 
Church, will accomplish for the w orld during the 
m illennium—then all the  sick, lame, blind and, dead 
will be revived and, if obedient, will be brought ulti- 
m ately  to fu ll perfection. The disobedient will be 
destroyed in the Second Death. The most notable 
m iracle which our Lord perform ed was the awaken- 
ing of Lazrus, His friend. Jesus was gone several 
days when Lazarus took sick and, of course, knew 
about the m atter. Nevertheless M artha and M ary 
sent Him a special message, saying, “Lord, behold he 
whom thou lovest is sick.” (John  11:3.) They knew
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few short hours or days or years of trouble and dis- 
obedience brought them to their death b e d ; the Aveep- 
ing friends stood around Avith breaking hearts. They 
were carried to the tomb— “ashes to ashes; dust to 
dust.” ReArieAA־ing the Avhole situation, and remem- 
bering th a t all the sickness, sorroAv, pain, death, men־ 
tal and m oral decrepitude, resu lt from  fa th e r 
Adam ’s transgression, ]what sane m an would say th a t 
the penalty  has been insufficient and th a t justice 
could and does fu rth e r demand, th a t these millions 
shall, a t death, be hurried  to a hell of endless Avoe, 
trouble—torm ented by demons to all e ternity? The 
person Avho thus reasons indicates to you and to me 
th a t he either never had the poAver to reason, or th a t 
he has lost it.

God’s Penalty a Just One.
Let no one th in k  the death penalty  u n ju s t and  too 

severe. God could have blotted ou't Adam, the 
sinner, thus fulfilling the sentence. He could have 
blotted out the race instantly . B ut Avould AAre have 
p referred  th a t ? Assuredly not. Life is SAveet, even 
am idst pain and suffering. Besides it is the Divine 
purpose th a t present trials and experiences shall 
prove useful as disciplines; to prepare us for a wiser 
course th an  fa th e r Adam took, when AA־ e  shall be 
privileged to have a fu rth e r individual trial. Our 
race Avould have been w ithout hope of fu tu re  exist- 
ence, ju st as agnosticism claims, had it not been for 
Divine compassion and the w ork of redemption.

Notice again Avhy our Lord died for our redemp- 
tion  and see in th a t another evidence of the penalty. 
I f  the penalty  against us had been eternal torm ent, 
our redem ption from  it would have cost our Lorcl 
th a t price. He would haAm been obliged to suffer 
eternal torm ent, the ju st for the unjust. But eternal 
torm ent AAra s  not the p en a lty ; hence Jesus did not pay 
th a t penalty  fo r us. Death Avas the penalty  and 
hence “Christ died for our sins.” “By the grace 
of God he tasted  death for every m an.” W hoever 
could pay Adam ’s penalty  could settle w ith Divine

16
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4‘Lazarus, come fo rth .” And we read, “He th a t 
was dead came fo rth .” (John  11:43, 44.) M ark well 
th a t  it was not the living th a t came forth , hu t th a t 
Lazarus was really  dead. M ark well th a t he was not 
called from heaven nor from  purgatory .

“All that are in Their Graves.”
W hat Jesus did fo r Lazarus He in tim ated He 

would ultim ately do fo r Adam and his entire race. 
Note His w ords: “The hour is coming, in the which 
all th a t are in the graves shall hear his voice, and 
shall come fo rth .” (John 5:28, 29.) Does this 
astonish us? I f  so, the reason is not fa r  to seek. 
I t  is because we have gotten so fa r  aw ay from  the 
teachings of the Bible—so fully  immersed in the 
“ doctrines of devils,” so fully  to  believe in the ser- 
pen t’s lie. “Ye shall not surely die,” —so blinded to 
the  L ord’s declaration, “Ye shall surely die,” and 
“The wages of sin is death.”

The rem ainder of John  5:29 explains th a t there 
will be two general classes of the dead to come forth . 
The first, those who have had  th e ir tr ia l and who 
have passed it successfully; the second, all the re- 
m ainder of m ankind who have thus fa r failed to have 
Divine approval. The approved will come fo rth  from 
the tomb unto a resurrection of life—perfection. The 
disapproved will come fo rth  unto a resurrection of 
judgm ent (see revised version). The coming fo rth  
is one thing. The resurrection is another. The 
apostle explains th a t they will come forth , “every 
m an in his own order.” (1 Cor. 15:32.) On thus 
being awakened the privilege will be theirs of rising, 
up, up, up out of present degradation, mental, moral, 
physical, to the glorious perfection Avhich fa ther 
Adam  enjoyed in the image and likeness of his 
Creator. The up lifting  or resurrection w ork St. P eter 
re fers to as the “R estitution of all things which 
Cod hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy pro- 
phets since the world began.”—Acts 3:21.
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of Jesus’ power to heal, even by the word of His 
mouth. They had fa ith  th a t if He could help 
strangers, He would surely be glad to assist His 
friend. B ut Jesus rem ained where He was and 
allowed Lazarus to die and a rude shock to come to 
the dear sisters. Then He said to His disciples, “Our 
friend  Lazarus sleepeth.” (John 11:11.) Then, 
coming down to th e ir comprehension, He added, 
“Lazarus is d ea d ; and I  am glad for your sakes th a t 
I  was not there .”—John 11:14, 15.

He was glad to let His friend  fall asleep in death, 
because it would provide a special opportunity  for a 
special miracle. Then, w ith His disciples, He began 
the three-days’ journey to Bethany. We cannot 
blame the sorrow ing sisters th a t they fe lt h u rt th a t 
the Messiah should apparen tly  neglect their interests. 
They knew th a t He had the power to relieve them. 
M artha’s gentle reproof was, “Lord, if thou hadst 
been here, my bro ther had not died. Jesus saith unto 
her, thy  b ro ther shall rise again. M artha said unto 
him, I  know th a t he shall rise again in the resurrec- 
lion  a t the last day.” (John 11: 23, 24.) Notice th a t 
our Lord did  no t say, “Thy b ro ther is not dead; 
th y  b ro ther is more alive th an  he ever w as; he is in 
heaven or in purga to ry .” Nothing of the kind! 
P u rg a to ry  had not yet been invented, and he knew 
nothing of it. And as for heaven, our L ord’s testi- 
mony is, in our tex t, “No m an ha th  ascended into 
heaven, bu t he th a t came down from  heaven.” M artha 
also was well inform ed. The errors of the dark  ages 
had not yet supplanted the tru th . H er hope for 
her bro ther was the S crip tural one ; th a t he would rise 
in  the resurrection, in the last day, the millennial day, 
th e  seventh of the g reat thousand-year days from 
creation.

Our L ord explained th a t the power of resurrection 
was vested in Himself, th a t He was there w ith her, 
and could give relief to them  w ithout w aiting. M artha 
to ld  our L ord  th a t i t  was too la te ; th a t putrefaction 
had set in by this time. B ut Jesus insisted on seeing 
th e  tomb and when He arrived a t it, He said,
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of disappointm ent as respects a saintly bro ther or 
sister, fa ther or m other or child, who yon hoped was 
already in heaven, then as a consolation look at the 
other side of the question—behold how m any of your 
loved ones, k ith  and kin, friends and foes and neigh- 
hours, according to your theory and all the prevalent 
theories, have been suffering untellable woe since 
their death and would be suffering, sim ilarly for long 
centuries to come— consider the relief of m ind and 
h eart you get from the knowledge of the T ru th ; th a t 
they are not alive anywhere, but simply dead, or 
more poetically, they are “Asleep in Jesus,” in the 
sense th a t He is their Redeemer, in whom all their 
hopes of a fu tu re aw akening reside.

A lthough in this hour we have discarded theories 
long held, nevertheless they never were beautiful, 
never were reasonable, never were Scriptural. Are 
wc not glad th a t in Divine Providence, we now see the 
teachings of the Scriptures on this most im portant 
subject? AVith the fading of the error from our 
minds should come instead a great appreciation of 
the true  character of our (tod and a desire to worship 
and serve Him more reverently, more earnestly, than 
ever before. There should also come to us a greater 
reverence than  ever for God’s Book, the Bible. The 
fact th a t it has stood before the world for these m any 
m any centuries m isrepresented by friends and foes, 
yet ultim ately vindicated as the only tru th -te ller on 
this im portant subject, is sufficient ground for our 
determ ination to adhere closely to its teachings in 
the future.

Present Your Bodies Sacrifices.
Ju s t a closing w ord! Our subject would lack a 

proper finish if we did not explain scrip tu rally  why 
God has delayed the w orld’s blessing, the resurrec- 
tion, nearly  two thousand years since the death of 
Jesus. The reason is such a glorious one! I t  must 
appeal to every true  Christian heart and make it 
glad. I t  is thus:

God purposed the selection of the Church before
21

Not Universalism Either.

Nor does th is mean universal everlasting life, fo r 
the Scriptures declare th a t such as refuse to profit 
by the glorious opportunities of the millennium, such 
as refuse to be uplifted  to perfection ,shall be de- 
stroyed from  am ongst the people in  the Second 
D eath— “They shall be as though they had  not been.” 
(Obad. 16.) Remember again our L ord’s teaching 
on this subject. He entered the synagogue at Caper- 
naum  and, being asked to read  the lesson, chose 
Isaiah, the sixty-first chapter, and read  respecting 
Him self and His w ork—th a t a p a r t of it would be “to׳ 
open the prison doors and set a t liberty  the captives.” 
AVe are well aware th a t our Lord did not open any 
of the literal prisons, such as John  the B aptist was■ 
confined in. He made no effort to succour him. The 
prison-house which C hrist will open is the great 
prison-house, the tomb, which now holds approxi- 
m ately tw enty  thousand millions of our race. At 
His second advent our Lord will open this great 
prison-house and allow all the prisoners to come 
forth , ju st as tru ly  as He did in the example—in the  
case of Lazarus. Nor will He call them  from heaven,, 
pu rga to ry  and hell, but, ju s t as He declared, 
“Lazarus come fo rth ,” “all th a t are in their graves, 
shall hear his voice and come fo rth .”

W here Are the Dead?
You had before your minds the answers to our 

question, from  the highest to the lowest earth ly  
authorities. None of them was satisfactory. Now you 
have heard  the testim ony of God’s AATord—the Divine 
declaration as to ‘“Where are the dead?” Harken- 
ing to the voice from  heaven we are assured th a t they 
are really  dead and th a t all th e ir hopes as respects 
the fu tu re  are centred, first, upon the redemptive- 
w ork of our Lord Jesus, accomplished at Calvary, 
and, secondly, upon the work of resurrection which 
a t His second advent, He is to accomplish for those 
whom He redeemed. I f  perchance you have a shade-
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more poetically, they are “Asleep in Jesus,” in the 
sense th a t He is their Redeemer, in whom all their 
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wc not glad th a t in Divine Providence, we now see the 
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minds should come instead a great appreciation of 
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fact th a t it has stood before the world for these m any 
m any centuries m isrepresented by friends and foes, 
yet ultim ately vindicated as the only tru th -te ller on 
this im portant subject, is sufficient ground for our 
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the future.

Present Your Bodies Sacrifices.
Ju s t a closing w ord! Our subject would lack a 

proper finish if we did not explain scrip tu rally  why 
God has delayed the w orld’s blessing, the resurrec- 
tion, nearly  two thousand years since the death of 
Jesus. The reason is such a glorious one! I t  must 
appeal to every true  Christian heart and make it 
glad. I t  is thus:

God purposed the selection of the Church before
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Nor does th is mean universal everlasting life, fo r 
the Scriptures declare th a t such as refuse to profit 
by the glorious opportunities of the millennium, such 
as refuse to be uplifted  to perfection ,shall be de- 
stroyed from  am ongst the people in  the Second 
D eath— “They shall be as though they had  not been.” 
(Obad. 16.) Remember again our L ord’s teaching 
on this subject. He entered the synagogue at Caper- 
naum  and, being asked to read  the lesson, chose 
Isaiah, the sixty-first chapter, and read  respecting 
Him self and His w ork—th a t a p a r t of it would be “to׳ 
open the prison doors and set a t liberty  the captives.” 
AVe are well aware th a t our Lord did not open any 
of the literal prisons, such as John  the B aptist was■ 
confined in. He made no effort to succour him. The 
prison-house which C hrist will open is the great 
prison-house, the tomb, which now holds approxi- 
m ately tw enty  thousand millions of our race. At 
His second advent our Lord will open this great 
prison-house and allow all the prisoners to come 
forth , ju st as tru ly  as He did in the example—in the  
case of Lazarus. Nor will He call them  from heaven,, 
pu rga to ry  and hell, but, ju s t as He declared, 
“Lazarus come fo rth ,” “all th a t are in their graves, 
shall hear his voice and come fo rth .”

W here Are the Dead?
You had before your minds the answers to our 

question, from  the highest to the lowest earth ly  
authorities. None of them was satisfactory. Now you 
have heard  the testim ony of God’s AATord—the Divine 
declaration as to ‘“Where are the dead?” Harken- 
ing to the voice from  heaven we are assured th a t they 
are really  dead and th a t all th e ir hopes as respects 
the fu tu re  are centred, first, upon the redemptive- 
w ork of our Lord Jesus, accomplished at Calvary, 
and, secondly, upon the work of resurrection which 
a t His second advent, He is to accomplish for those 
whom He redeemed. I f  perchance you have a shade-
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fulness of the heavenly calling, of which you have 
been made partakers. To others who have the hear- 
ing■ ear and appreciate this high calling we say, per- 
mil: 1 lie Jove of God and of Christ to constrain you 
and become disciples indeed of Jesus, laying aside 
every weight and every besetting sin, and entering 
the race and pressing• w ith vigour to its end and 
crown of g lo ry !

Berean Questions.
1. W hat appears to be the basis of the doctrine of tire

im m ortality of the soul ?
Answer.—Gen. 3:4.

2. W hat did God say would happen if man sinned ?
Answer.—Gen. 2:16, 17.

3. How did Adam die in th a t day?
Answer.—Psa. 90:4. Adam did not live the thousand 

years. See Gen. 5:5.
4. Did it mean th a t man died spirtually?

Answer.—No. Gen. 2:7; Psa. 104:29; Eccl. 3:20.
5. W hat provision did God make in order to ensure th a t

the penalty would go into effect?
Answer.—Gen. 3:22-24.

6. W hat Scriptural evidence have we th a t man a t death
ceases to exist ?

Answer.—Psa. 115:17; Psa. 146:4; Eccl. 9:5; Eccl. 
3:19, 20.

7. W hy is death spoken of as a sleep ?
Answer.—Because it is a tem porary condition on 

account of the promised resurrection. John 5:28, 29.
8. How do you harmonise Gen. 3:19, “D ust thou a rt and

unto dust shalt thou re tu rn ,” with Eccl. 12:7, “the 
sp irit shall re tu rn  to God who gave i t ? ”

Answer.—The first verse applies to the organism, 
the second to principle of life, which principle anim ates 
all form s of life. See Eccl. 3:19 (one b rea th ); Job. 
12 :10.

9. W here does the Justice come in of condemning the whole
world for one m an’s disobedience.

Answer.—Rom. 5:12, 1519־.
10. W hat punishm ent did our Lord suffer in order to pay 

the debt of sin—was it eternal torm ent ?
Answer.—Acts 3:13-15; Acts 13 .Acts 2:24, 32 ;־2733:

11. W hat will be the benefit gained by the present experi- 
ence of evil?
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the blessing of resurrection should go to tlie world. 
This Church is called sometimes “the Body of Christ, 
which is the Church,” of which Jesus is the head. 
Again it is styled “the Bride—the Lam b’s wife.” 
Ever since Pentecost the heavenly F a th er has been 
drawing believers to Jesus’ side. A fte r justify ing 
them through fa ith  in the precious blood, they have 
been invited t.0 become Jesus’ disciples, His followers, 
to walk in His steps, to lay down their lives in the 
F a th e r’s service, as Jesus did, and to develop in their 
hearts the fru its and graces of the holy spirit to such 
a degree th a t they m ight be called “Copies of God’s 
dear Son.”

The promise to these is not the resurrection of re- 
stitu tion  promised to the world during the milieu- 
ilium. On the contrary, these have a “heavenly call- 
ing.” A fter their consecration they  are begotten of 
the holy sp irit and then instructed  in the school of 
Christ and subm itted to tria ls and disciplines in vari- 
ous ways, for the purpose of chiselling and polishing 
their characters as new creatures. These are a “little  
!lock,” gathered one here and one there ; “sain ts” 
from all denominations and from, outside of all de- 
nominations, fo r “the Lord knoweth them th a t are 
His.” W hen the predestinated  num ber of the 
“elect” shall have been selected and polished the pre- 
sent age will end. Our Lord will come in Second 
Advent glory and power. His E lect Bride will con- 
s titu te  the first resurrection class, from earth ly  to 
heavenly nature , “changed in a moment,” for “flesh 
and blood cannot inheret the kingdom of God.”—1 
Cor. 15:50.

Then will come the holy invisible m illennial king- 
dom and the binding of Satan and the destruction of 
his unholy, invisible kingdom, and the setting loose 
of agencies for the enlightening and uplifting  of the 
whole race.

To those of our readers who are already the 
L ord’s consecrated saints, I say, lif t up your heads 
and realise more fully  than  ever before the glorious
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Answer.—The memory of it will serve as a basis of 
comparison with the just and right conditions th a t will 
prevail under Christ. Ezek. 16:61-63.

12. Seeing• all are condemned in Adam and all included in 
the redemption by Christ, are we therefore without 
responsibility for wrong doing?

Answer.—No; the character formed during this life 
is the character started with in the resurrection. Gal. 
6:7.

13. W hat is the difference between the Adamic death and 
the second death ?

Answer.—The first is a tem porary condition, spoken 
of in the Scriptures as “ sleep.” The second is a per- 
m anent condition, the penalty for wilful sin against full 
light and knowledge.

14. If  Lazarus were in heaven or hell, how is i t  we have 
no record of his experiences ?

Answer.—John 11:11, 14; Eecl. 9:5.
15. Does the resurrection mean simply the awakening from  

death ?
Answer.—No. The word resurrection is from  a

Greek word, “A nastasis,” occurring 43 tim es in the 
New Testament. I t  signifies a raising  again to a 
condition previously enjoyed—a re-entrance to per- 
fection. .

16. Are there different classes in the resurrection?
Answer.—Yes. Spiritual and earthly. 1 Cor. 15:40.
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