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WHAT IS THE CHRISTIAN'S SABBATH?
"For I have not spoken of Myself, but the Father 

which aent Me, He gave Me a commandment, what I should 
say, and what I  should speak. And I know that His com- 
mandment is  l i f e  everlasting; whatsoever I speak 
therefore, even as the Father said unto Me, so I 
speak."— John 12:49,50.

d e s ire  to  taaow and to  do the d iv ine w i l l .  
As the M aster so c le a r ly  s ta te s ,  God's w i l l  
i s  expressed through Him, and we are  th e re -  
fo re  to  recognise Him to he the l iv in g  Word 
of God. The M aste r's  new commandment of love 
(John 13:34) encon^asses everything e lse  He 
enjoined upon His d isc ip le s , m otivating them 
in  th e i r  zea l and determ ination to  he f a i th -  
f u l  to  every d e ta i l  of God's w i l l  as He r e -  
vealed and exem plified i t .  "love i s  the f u l -  
f i l l i n g  of the law ," w rote Pau l. (Rom.13:10) 
That i s  tru e  o f God's law as given to  the 
I s r a e l i t e s  through Moses, and i t  i s  a lso  tru e  
of the laws of God which apply sp e c if ic a lly  
to  C h ris tian s .-D eu t,6 :5 ; l e v .19:18; G al.5:14.

For more than th ree  years our lo rd  taught 
His chosen a p o s tle s , preparing them to  he the 
teachers  of a l l  who be lieved  on Him through 
fa u l ty  and o f t- e r r in g  men. R ea lis ing  th e ir  
human l im ita tio n s , and the  in a b i l i ty  o f the 
n a tu ra l  mind to  d iscern  s p ir i tu a l  t ru th s ,  J e -  
sus explained th a t  He had yet many th ings to  
say to  them hut th a t  they were then unprepar- 
ed to  rece ive  them. He then promised to  send 
the  holy s p i r i t  of t ru th  to guide them in to  
a l l  t ru th  and to  show them th ings to come. 
John 16:13.

From th is  statem ent we are  f u l ly  ju s t i f i e d  
in  accepting  the teachings of the  apostles  as



do !longer and t h i r s t  a f t e r  r igh teousness . . . .  
Blessed are the m e rc ifu l.. . .B lessed are  the 
pure in  h e a r t . . . .B lessed are  the peacemakers 
. . .  .B lessed are  they which are persecuted  fo r  
righ teousness ׳ sake ." —■Matt .5 :1 -10 .

I f  keeping the  seventh day i s  so v i ta l ly  
im portant th a t  i t  i s  e s s e n t ia l  to  s a lv a tio n , 
one might wonder why Jesus did n o t here r e f e r  
to  i t .  I f  sa lv a tio n  i s  dependent upon keeping 
the  seventh day, how B lessed indeed are  they 
who keep i t ,  and how appropria te  i t  would 
have been fo r  the Master to  have s a id , "Bles- 
sed are  they  who remember the  s,ev9nth-day 
sabbath  to  keep i t  holy; fo r  no e th e rs  w i l l  
ever see e te rn a l l i f e ! "  But He d id n 't 1

In  the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus touched 
upon many d e ta i ls  o f C h ristian  l iv in g —domes- 
t i c  r e la tio n s h ip , the tak ing  of human l i f e ,  
lov ing  our enemies, prayer, e t c .—but sa id  no- 
th ing  about the sabbath. True the Master does 
no t in  th is  sermon s e t  fo r th  a l l  the essen- 
t i a l s  o f the C hristian  l i f e .  He says nothing, 
fo r  example, about b e l ie f  in  His atoning 
blood, although elsewhere He does. He sa id , 
fo r  in s ta n c e , th a t  un less one a te  His f le s h  
and drank His blood he could have no l i f e  in  
him. (John 6 :5 3 .)  But nowhere in  a l l  of His 
teachings does Jesus en jo in  upon His fo llow - 
e rs  the  n e c e ss ity  of keeping the  seventh-day 
sabbath ,

Ho mention i s  made o f the sabbath in  any of 
J e su s p ׳ a rab les . He says nothing about i t  in  
His explanation o f some of the p a rab les . !1Then 
His enemies accused Him o f v io la tin g  the law 
by h ea lin g  the s iok  on the sabbath, He de- 
c la re d , th a t  "My Father worketh h i th e r to , 
and I  w ork." (John 5 :1 7 .)  Regardless of what 
explanation we p lace  upon th is  rep ly  to  the 
Jews, i t  c e r ta in ly  cannot be used to  s tre n g th -  
en the  arguments of those who in s i s t  th a t  
keeping the  seventh-day sabbath i s  e s se n tia l

3.
a lso  being the commandments of Jesus, and of 
God. Indeed, Jesus s a id , "Whatsoever ye s h a l l  
bind on ea rth  should be bound in  heaven: and 
whatsoever ye s h a l l  loose on e a rth  s h a ll  be 
loosed in  heaven." (M att.18 :18 .) This au tho r- 
i t y  has never been delegated to 0tilers than 
the ap o s tle s ; hence, in  our p resen t examina- 
tio n  of the commandments of Jesus we s h a l l  
endeavor to  d is tin g u ish  between the  command- 
ments which a re  binding upon C hristians be- 
cause of the divine a u th o r ity  which i s  be- 
hind them, and those which rep re sen t merely 
the opinions of men.

For example, fo r  cen tu rie s  n e a rly  the en- 
t i r e  p rofessed  C hristian  w orld has observed 
the f i r s t  day of the week as a sabbath of 
r e s t ,  and has employed th is  day as a  time fo r  
p r iv a te  and pub lic  w orship. But there  i s  a 
group of ea rnest s tuden ts  of the Bible who 
in s i s t  th a t  a  C h ristian  oannot be w holly 
p leasing  to  God un less he observes the sev- 
enth day of the week as a  sabbath of r e s t ,  as 
was enjoined upon the  n a tio n  o f I s r a e l  in  the 
law given to  them a t  Mt. S in a i. In the minds 
of these zealous people, th i s  m atter looms so 
im portant th a t  they make i t  a  t e s t  o f accep t- 
anoe in to  th e i r  p a r t ic u la r  group, in  the be- 
l i e f  th a t  sa lv a tio n  w i l l  be denied to  a l l  who 
do n o t r e f r a in  from work on the  seventh day 
of the week. But i s  the keeping of the sev- 
enth day of the week as a day of r e s t  and 
worship one o f the  commandments of Jesus?

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT.
Let u s  f i r s t  examine, b r ie f ly ,  Jesu s ' S er- 

mon on the Mount. Did He say anything in  th is  
sermon about keeping the seventh-day sabbath? 
No! He opens the  discourse by s e tt in g  fo r th  
the B eatitudes— "Blessed a re  the poor in
s p i r i t .........B lessed are  they th a t  m ourn ....
Blessed a re  the  meek.. .  .HLessed a re  theywhich
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lightenm ent o f the s p i r i t  they  began th e i r  
m in is try . P e te r , on the day of Pentecost, 
preached h is  f i r s t  s p ir i t - in s p i re d  sermon, 
ba t sa id  noth ing  about keeping the seventh- 
day sabbath . (Acts 2 ,)  A l i t t l e  l a t e r  he 
preached another sermon, o u tlin in g  the work 
o f C h rist fo llow ing His second advent. Again 
he says noth ing  about the seventh-day sab - 
b a th .—Acts 3:20-23.

Throughout the Book of Acts we find  many 
outstanding testim onies by the  ap o stle s  and 
o th e rs—some to the Jews as a  people; some to  
th e i r  r u le r s ;  some to  in d iv id u a l c i v i l  ru le r s  
of the  day—but in  none of these  i s  th ere  any 
mention whatsoever o f the n e c e s s ity  of ob- 
serv ing  the seventh-day sabbath . The m artyr 
Stephen d id n 't  mention i t ,  nor Paul, the 
A postle— e ith e r  in  the t e l l i n g  w itnesses 
he gave before F e lix , Festus and Agrippa, or 
in  h ie  testim ony to  the Jews in  Jerusalem , or 
to  the  Greeks on Mars' H i l l .  To the l a s t  men- 
tioned  he s a id  th a t  God had commanded a l l  men 
everywhere to  repen t and had given assurance 
of a  coming judgment day; but he s a id  nothing 
about the  sab b a th .— Acts 17:30,31•

A CHURCH ISSUE SETTLED.
One of the v i ta l  issu es  which confronted 

the e a rly  church was how to  deal w ith  the 
G entile converts to  C hrist who were seeking 
fellow ship  among C hristians of Jewish b i r th .  
The Jewish converts them selves, many of them 
"babes in  C h ris t ,"  were having th e i r  own d i f -  
f i a u l t i e s  in  r e a l is in g  th e ir  f u l l  freedom in  
C h ris t. The G entile issue  became so serious 
th a t  a  conference of the a p o s tle s  and o ther 
b e lie v e rs  was held  a t  Jerusalem  a t  which the 
m atter was ex tensively  discussed and conclu- 
s ions  drawn.—•1 Cor.3 :1; Rom.2:20; Acts 15: 
1-10.

And what was the f u l l  statem ent of the

5.to  sa lv a tio n . I f  such were the case, what an 
ex ce llen t opportunity  th is  was fo r  the Master 
to say so!

On one occasion the mother o f two o f the 
d isc ip le s  requested  o f Him th a t  her boys s i t  
one on_ His r ig h t  hand and one on His l e f t  
hand in  the Kingdom, He asked i f  they were 
ab le  to drink of His oup and be baptized w ith  
His baptism . (M att.20:20-24.) Why did He not 
add, "And keep the seventh-day sabbath"? Evi- 
den tly  i t  was because He d id  n o t consider 
th is  one o f the requirem ents to  be met by 
those who w i l l  be b lessed  by a share in  His 
Kingdom re ig n .

THE GREAT COMMISSION
Cur S av iou r's  l a s t  words on e a rth  are some- 

tim es c a lle d , "The Great Commission." S hortly  
before Jesus l e f t  His d isc ip le s  and retu rned  
to  the  heavenly c o u rts , He sa id  to  them, "Go 
ye th e re fo re , and teach a l l  n a tio n s , b a p tiz -  
ing  them in  the  name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the holy s p i r i t :  Teaching
them to observe a l l  th ings whatsoever I  have 
commanded you: and, 10 , I  am w ith  you alway,
even to the end of the w orld ."  M att.28:19,20.

Here again we fin d  no mention of the sev- 
enth-day sabbath . Nor can we assume th a t  i t  
i s  included in  the sta tem ent, "whatsoever I 
have commanded you," fo r  as we have seen, no- 
where in  any o f the ! fe s te r 's  teachings did He 
make th is  one of His commandments. Honesty in  
handling the Word of God compels us to  con- 
elude, th e re fo re , th a t  so f a r  as the d ire c t  
and personal commandments o f Jesus a re  con- 
cem ed, they  do no t s tr e s s  seventh-day sab- 
bath  keeping as e s se n tia l  to  sa lv a tio n .

A PROMISE FULFILLED
The holy s p i r i t  came upon the  w aiting  d is -  

c lp le s  a t  Pentecost in  fu lfilm en t of the p ro -  
raise Jesus had made to them. Under the  en­
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ALL THE COUNSEL OF GOL.
P a u l 's  e p is t le s ,  as w e ll a s  h is  sermons, 

omit a l l  mention of the  n e c ess ity  of keeping 
the seventh-day sabbath . This i s  the more r e -  
markable in  view o f the  f a c t  th a t  according 
to  h is  own words he had ,toot shunned to  de- 
c l a r e . . . a l l  the counsel of God." (Acts 20:27) 
I t  i s  im possible to  reach any o ther conolu- 
sion from th is  than th a t  seventh-day sabbath 
keeping i s  n o t a  p a r t  of the counsel of God 
fo r  C h ris tian s .

In  h is  l e t t e r  to  the  Romans, Paul w rote,
"I am not ashamed of the  gospel o f C hrist: 
fo r  i t  i s  the  power of God unto sa lv a tio n ."  
(Rom.1 :1 6 .)  Our seventh-day frien d s  would 
add: "Very tru e , bu t i t  i s  a lso  e s se n tia l
th a t  we keep the sabbath ."  Paul, however, d id  
no t choose to  append any such condition to 
the Gospel, fo r  the very obvious readon th a t  
he d id  no t consider i t  a  p a r t  of the  "counsel 
of God."

In  the  Book of Romans, Paul does touch upon 
the  Law of which the  sabbath commandment was 
a  p a r t ;  n o t to  impose th a t  Law upon the 
C hristian  but to  emphasize th a t  f a i t h  in  and 
obedience to  the Gospel makes one f re e  from 
i t .  He w r ite s :  "Wherefore, my b re th ren , ye
a lso  are  become dead to  the law by the body 
of C h rist; th a t  ye should be m arried to  an- 
o th e r, even to  Him, ra is e d  from th e  dead, 
th a t  we should b ring  fo r th  f r u i t  unto God.. . .  
But now we a re  d e liv e red  from the Law, th a t  
being dead wherein we were h e ld ; th a t  we 
should serve in  newness o f s p i r i t ,  and n o t in  
the oldness o f the l e t t e r .  What s h a l l  we say 
th en ?•Is  the law sin?  God fo rb id . Hay, I  had 
no t known s in ,  bu t by the  Law: fo r  I  had no t
known l u s t ,  except the Law had sa id , Thou 
s h a lt  no t c o v e t." —Rom.7 :4 ,6 ,7 .

The commandment, "Thou s h a lt  no t covet" i s  
one of the  Ten Commandments, o f which the

7.ap o sto lic  e d ic t which went out from th is  con- 
ference to  a l l  G entile converts p e rta in in g  to 
th e i r  re s p o n s ib il i ty  in  coming among Jewish 
C hristian s?  Here i t  i s :  "For i t  seemed good
to  the  holy s p i r i t ,  and to  u s , to  la y  upon 
you no g re a te r  burden than these NECESSARY 
tilings; That ye absta in  from meats offered  to  
id o ls , and from blood, and from th ings 
s tran g led , and from fo rn ic a tio n : from which
i f  ye keep yourselves, ye s h a l l  do w e ll."
— Acts 15:28,29. ,

S ha ll we charge the ap o stle s  w ith  n e g le c t-  
ing to  mention one o f the NECESSARY th ings 
when d e liv e rin g  th is  message to  the  G entiles? 
Surely n o t:  Yet, c e r ta in ly  here was the lo g i -  
c a l p lace to  mention the  sabbath  i f  i t  was in  
any way considered an e s se n tia l  p a r t  of the 
Law which G entiles should observe. A bstaining 
from fo rn ic a tio n  i s  a moral o b liga tion  b ind- 
ing upon a l l  C hristians a t  a l l  tim es, but 
sabbath keeping i s  n o t a  p a r t  of the  moral 
law .

N either i s ׳ th ere  a  moral issue  in  the mat- 
t e r  of ea ting  meat o ffered  to  id o ls , or e a t-  
ing  blood or th ings s tra n g le d . But the Gen- 
t i l e s ,  who saw no wrong in  doing these th ings 
and who ev iden tly  continued in  them a f te r  be- 
coming C h ris tian s , were an offense to th e i r  
Jewish b re th ren , and i t  was fo r  th is  reason 
th a t  they were counseled to  a b s ta in . But even 
so, as Paul l a t e r  pointed  ou t, i t  was those 
who were weak in  the f a i th  who were being 
stumbled. Those who had s u ff ic ie n t  f a i th  to  
claim  th e i r  f u l l  l ib e r ty  in  C hrist knew th a t  
o ffe rin g  meat to  id o ls  d id not a c tu a lly  de- 
f i l e  i t ,  bu t i t  might be the  means o f lo ss  to 
o thers  fo r  whom a lso  Jesus had d ied . There- 
fo re  to  forego ono 's l ib e r ty  in  th i s  resp ec t 
was proof o f h is  love fo r  the  weaker brethren. 
Rom.14:13-21; 15:1; 1 Cor.8 : 7 1 3 ־ •
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serving o f one day above another in  the  same 
category of importance as ea ting  meat th a t  
had been o ffered  to  the id o ls .  The o ther i s  
th a t  he does no t condemn those who esteem 
EVERYDAY a lik e .  Regardless of the reason some 
of the converted Jews in  Rome may have had 
fo r  esteeming one day above another, c e r ta in -  
ly  those who considered th a t  every day was a -  
l ik e  to  them as C h ristian s , did no t consider 
seventh-day sabbath keeping e s s e n t ia l .  And 
c e r ta in ly  the apostle  Paul d id  n o t th ink  so 
e ith e r ,  e lse  he would have sounded a  tim ely 
warning to  them.

THINGS WHICH ABIDE
Paul wrote two l e t t e r s  to  the church a t  

Corinth, b u t in  n e ith e r  does he w rite  a word 
about keeping the seventh-day sabbath. In the 
f i r s t  l e t t e r  he p o in ts  out the e v i l  o f se c -  
ta rian ism  in  the church, c a l l s  fo r  excommuni- 
ca tio n  of a  fo rn ic a to r , and explains th a t  
women are  no t to  be teachers in  the  church. 
In the 12th chapter he o u tlin es  the working 
arrangements of The C h rist, in  which JesuS 
and His church are  likened  to  the head and 
body of a  human organism.

In  the  13th chapter of 1 Corinthians the 
ap o stle  emphasizes the fundamental importance 
of love as a  governing p r in c ip le  in  the 
C hristian  l i f e .  G ifts  of the s p i r i t  were^to 
vanish away, he w ro te , and so w i l l  the l im i t -  
ed knowledge of th i s  l i f e ,  but f a i th ,  hope 
and love s h a l l  ab ide . I f  the seventh-day sab- 
bath  i s  an e te rn a l p r in c ip le  in  the lhw of 
God, obedience to which i s  e s se n t ia l  to s a l -  
va tion , why did the ap o stle  f a i l  to  say so? 
Surely , when he w ro te , "And now abideth  fa i th , 
hope, love , these th re e ,"  he could e a s ily  
have added, "and the sabbath ,"  bu t he d id n 't!

AN APPROVED MINISTRY
P a u lts  second e p is t le  to  the Corinthians

9.
sabbath commandment i s  another, so there  can 
be ab so lu te ly  no question what law th a t  Paul 
re fe rs  to  as the one to  which C hristians 
a re  dead. We wish to emplasize th is  p o in t be- 
cause the claim  i s  th a t  the  law no t now 
binding upon C hristians i s  the ceremonial law, 
not the law of the Ten Commandments. But Paul 
does no t agree w ith  th is !

Romans 8 :1  d ec la re s , "There i s  th ere fo re  
now no condemnation to  them which are  in  
C hrist Jesu s , who walk not a f t e r  th e  f le sh , 
bu t a f t e r  the s p i r i t , "  In  ad d itio n  to  being 
in  C h ris t, and walking a f te r  the s p i r i t ,  why 
did n o t Paul add th a t  "no condemnation" a lso  
depends upon keeping the seventh-day sabbath? 
Evidently  because i t  was not a  p a r t  o f " a l l  
the  counsel o f God."

Beginning w ith  th e  12th chapter o f Romans, 
the ap o stle  s e ts  fo rth  one d e ta i l  a f te r  an- 
o th er o f what i s  involved in  walking a f te r  
the s p i r i t ,  and proving what i s  th a t  "good 
and acceptable and p e rfe c t w i l l  o f God." (Rom, 
12:2) He b id s.u s  be humble, lov ing , and kind; 
to  re tu rn  good fo r  e v il ;  to  be su b je c t to  the 
h igher powers; and explains many o ther essen- 
t i a l  d e ta i ls  o f the  C hristian  l i f e ,  but he 
says noth ing  about keeping the sabbath.

On the  con tra ry  the a p o s tle , cau tion ing  the  
breth ren  n o t to  judge one another, wrote: 
"One man esteemeth one day above another: an- 
o th er esteemeth every day a lik e .  Let every 
man be f u l ly  persuaded in  h is  own mind. He 
th a t  regardeth  the  day, reg a rd e th  i t  unto the 
Lord; and he th a t regardeth  no t th e  day, to 
the Lord he doth n o t regard  i t .  He th a t  e a t-  
e th , e a te th  to the Lord, fo r  he g iveth  God 
thanks; and he th a t  e a te th  n o t, to  the Lord 
he e a te th  n o t, and g iveth  God th an k s ."— Rom. 
14 :5 ,6 .

Two p o in ts  should be observed in  th is  argu- 
ment. One i s  th a t  the ap o stle  p laces the ob­
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ish.es us no t to  give offense in  anything, 
" th a t the m in is try  he not blamed." (2 Cor. 
6 :1 ; 5 :18; 6 :3 ) He adds th a t in  a l l  th ings we 
should seek to  approve ourselves "as m in is t-  
e rs  of God." (2 Cor.6 :4 .)  Then he l i s t s  the 
" a l l  th ings"  as fo llow s: "By pureness, by
knowledge, by longsu ffering , by kindness, by 
the  holy  s p i r i t ,  by love unfeigned, by the 
word of t r u th ,  by the power o f God, by the 
armor of righ teousness on the r ig h t  hand and 

* on the  l e f t .  By honor and dishonor, by e v il  
re p o r t and good re p o r t:  as d eceivers , and y e t 
t r u e ." —2 Cor.6 :6 -8 .

These are  the q u a lif ic a tio n s  Paul s e ts  fo r th  
fo r  the  approved m in is te rs  o f God. A number 
o f o th er p o in ts  a re  mentioned in  the chapter, 
bu t seventh-day sabbath keeping is  om itted. 
To u s  i t  seems w holly u n lik e ly  th a t  th is  i s  
on oversigh t by the g re a t a p o s tle . Ho, l e t  us 
r a th e r  conclude th a t  t h i s  in sp ired  servan t of 
God, who h e s ita te d  not to declare  a l l  His 
counsel, om itted to  mention sabbath keeping 
as a  c re d e n tia l of the m in is try  fo r  the re a -  
son th a t  i t  i s  no t one of them—except as i t  
i s  made so by f a l l ib l e  men and no t by the 
Lord and His s p e c ia lly  chosen a p o s tle s .

OBSERVING DABS AND MONTHS 
In  P a u l 's  l e t t e r  to  the G ala tian s, he not 

only f a i l s  to  enjoin  seventh-day sabbath 
keeping upon the church, but wrote th a t  he 
was a f ra id  of the C hristian  standing  of those 
who observe "days, and months, and tim es, and 
y e a rs ."  (G al.4 :1 0 ,1 1 .)  W ell c r i t i c iz in g  th is  
group o f C h ristian s  because they  wanted s t i l l  
to  be under the Law covenant— of which ob- 
serv ing  "days, and months, and tim es, and 
years" was a  p a r t—he w ro te, "0 fo o lish  Gala- 
t ia n s , who ha th  bewitched you, th a t  ye should 
not obey the t ru th ,  before whose eyes Jesus 
C h rist hath  been ev iden tly  s e t  fo r th , c ru c i-  
f ie d  among you?"—G al.3 :1 .

11.
deals la rg e ly  w ith  the  chu rch 's  share  in  the  
"m inistry  of re c o n c il ia t io n ."  Chapter 3 verse 
3, l ik e n s  the members of the church to  the 
tab les o f stone upon which the Law was w r i t-  
ten  a t  Mt. S in a i, and says th a t  God's Law is  
now being w r itte n  in  the  h e a r ts  by the  s p i r i t  
of God in ste a d  o f upon tab le s  o f s tone .

The w ritin g  of God's law in  our h e a rts  is  
in  order th a t  we may serve as "able m in is te rs  
of th e  new covenant," the ap o stle  shows. The 
new covenant, he e:xplains, w i l l  give l i f e  to  
those who a re  b lessed by i t  through the min- 
i s t r y  of the church; but the old covenant, 
"w ritten  and engraven in  s to n e s ,"  brought 
death, although i t  was ordained by God to  
give l i f e .  There was a  g lo ry  a ttach ed  to  the 
m in is tra tio n  o f death under the o ld  covenant; 
but th i s  g lo ry  i s  done away w ith , the  apostle  
exp lains, and the  church has a  hope of s t i l l  
g rea te r  g lory  as a sso c ia te s  of Jesus in  the 
m in is tra tio n  o f l i f e .

N otice, in  th i s  lesso n , th a t  i t  i s  the co- 
venant, "w ritten  and engraven in  s to n es ,"  
which i s  "done away." I t  was th e  Ten Command.- 
ments which were engraven in  s to n es , not the 
so -c a lle d  ceremonial Law o f I s r a e l .  And th is  
w r itin g  was done by God on both the  f i r s t  and 
the second s e ts  o f stone ta b le ts .  Thus we 
see , th a t  w hile  Paul does n o t here  s p e c if ic -  
a l ly  mention the  seventh-day sabbath, he does 
show th a t  the e n tire  Becalogue, a  p a r t  of the  
b asis  of the o ld  Law Covenant, i s  superseded 
by the  church, which, during th i s  age, i s  be- 
ing  prepared as the in s tru c to r  o f the  w orld 
under the new covenant. C erta in ly  then, there  
i s  no a u th o rity  here fo r  imposing the seventh 
-day sabbath commandment upon C hristians .

As members of the church o f C h rist, we are  
"workers together"  w ith  God, serv ing  in  the 
"m inistry  o f re c o n c il ia t io n , " and Paul admon-
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In Jeremiah 31:32, God re fe rs  to  the  cov- 
enant which He made w ith  I s r a e l  in  the day 
when He took them by the  hand and led  them 
out o f the land  of Egypt, and 'a  p a r t  of the 
law covenant was introduced a t  th a t  tim e. The 
sabbath was brought to  th e ir  a tte n tio n  in  
connection w ith  the  g iving of the manna. The 
I s r a e l i t e s '  apparent su rp rise  in  find ing  an 
e x tra  quan tity  o f  manna on the s ix th  day, and 
th a t  i t  would n o t sp o il  on the seventh day, is  
strong  evidence th a t  the seventh-day r e s t  was 
a  new experience fo r  them.—Exod.16:21-27.

In Deuteronomy 5:15 Moses w r ite s :  "And r e -  
member th a t thou w ast a  servan t in  the land 
o f Egypt, and th a t  the lo rd  thy God brought 
thee out thence through a  mighty hand, and by 
a  s tre tc h e d  out arm: therefo re  the lo rd  thy
God commandeth thee to  keep the  sabbath day." 
Here Moses explains one of the reasons the 
sabbath was given to  I s r a e l .  They had been 
slav es  in  Egypt, and doubtless were given no 
r e s t  periods a t  a l l ,  so the law of the  sab- 
ba th  was one means by which God demonstrated 
His loving in te r e s t  in  them. This a lso  became 
a sign  of a  h igher " r e s t ,"  a  r e s t  by f a i th  in  
C h ris t, from the c ru e l taskm aster of s in ,  as 
l a t e r  we s h a l l  s e e .

When Moses to ld  the I s r a e l i te s  of the 
lo r d 's  in s tru c tio n s  concerning the build ing  
o f the tabernac le , he reminded them of the 
law of the sabbath . (Exod.35:2.) He wanted 
them to  r e a l is e  th a t  even in  th e ir  work of 
b u ild ing  the tabernac le , they were to r e s t  on 
the  seventh day. In  th is ,  too , there  i s  
s trong  c ircum stancia l evidence th a t  h e re to - 
fo re  they had n o t known about the sabbath, 
and were no t accustomed to keeping i t ,

THE LOT OP COMANEMEtraS 
In  Ephesians 2:15, P aul t e l l s  us th a t  C hrist 

h as ab o lish ed  th e  " la?  o f commandments." Hie

13.
In th is  e p is t le  Paul explains th a t  the o r i -  

g in a l promise of l i f e  through C hrist was g iv -  
en to  Abraham, when God s a id  to  him th a t  
through h is seed" a״  l l  the fam ilie s  of the 
e a rth  were to  be b lessed. The Lot, Paul w r ite s , 
which was added "four hundred and th i r ty  
years a f t e r , " could no t disannul or make void 
th a t  o r ig in a l covenant. " I t  was added because 
o f tran sg ress io n s  t i l l  the seed should come 
to  whom the promise was made." (G al.3:16-19) 
I f  the law was added u n t i l  th e  seed should 
come, why should i t  be necessary , now th a t  
the "seed" has oome, to  continue under the 
Law?

Our seventh-day friends w i l l  argue th a t  the 
aabbath had always been observed, th a t  while 
i t  was one of the  Ten Commandments given a t  
Mt. S in a i, y e t i t  was not "added" in  the 
sense of being something new. But they have 
assumed th is :  There i s n ' t  a  s in g le  te x t o f 
S crip tu re  which so s t a t e s . We a re  to ld  th a t  
Enoch walked w ith  God, but no th ing  i s  sa id  
about h is  keeping the seventh-day sabbath. The 
same i s  tru e  of the o ther f a i th f u l  p a tr ia rc h s  
—Noah, Abraham, Isaac , Jacob and Joseph.

I f  i t  was the custom fo r  these ancien t 
w orthies to  keep the  sabbath, one would th ink  
th a t  in  the h is to r ic a l  accounts of th e i r  a c - 
t i v i t i e s  and joum eyings some mention would 
be made o f th e i r  stopping here o r th ere  u n t i l  
the sabbath was p a s t .  Eut no suoh statem ent 
i s  found anywhere in  the  sacred reco rd s .

Exodus, chap ter twelve, verse 16, explains 
th a t in  connection w ith  the passover c e leb ra - 
tio n  both the f i r s t  and the seventh days of 
the  f i r s t  month were to  be r e s t  days. There 
i s  no h in t  in  the  S crip tu res  o f r e s t  days 
previous to  t h i s .  Yes, the  sabbath-day com- 
mandment, l ik e  the remainder o f th e  Law, was 
"added" a t  S in a i, and l ik e  the  e n tire  Law 
covenant of which i t  was a  p a r t ,  was to con- 
tin u e  only u n t i l  th e  "seed should come. ״
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h is  C hristian  l i f e  he s a id This one th״ , ing  I 
d o ."—P h i l .3:3-14.

In the c lo sing  chap ter of P h iiip p ian s , Paul 
w r i te s ,  "F ina lly , b re th ren , whatsoever things 
are  t ru e , whatsoever th ings are  honest, w hat- 
soever th ings a re  ;just, whatsoever th ings are 
pure , whatsoever th ings a re  lo v e ly , whatso- 
ever th ings a re  o f good re p o rt;  i f  there  be 
any v ir tu e , and i f  there  be any p ra is e , th ink  
on th ese  th in g s . Those th in g s , which ye have 
both lea rn ed , and rece ived , and heard, and 
seen in  me, do; and the God o f peace s h a ll  be 
w ith  you ."—P h i l .4 :8 ,9 .

I f  seventh-day sabbath keeping i s  so v i t a l -  
ly  e s s e n t ia l  to  sa lv a tio n  as is  claimed by 
some, i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  understand why the 
Apostle Paul continues to  ignore the  m atter, 
as we can see he does. In the above quotation 
from p h iiipp ians  we have another f in a l  exhor- 
ta t io n  concerning in p o rtan t th ings to  th ink  
about and to  do, but no mention of the 
sab b a th .

Paul admonishes the b reth ren  to  follow  the 
th in g s  they had been taugh t, even as he was 
doing, but th ere  i s  no evidence in  the  S c rip - 
tu re s  th a t Paul was a  seventh-day sabbath 
keeper. True, he v is i te d  Jewish synagogues on 
the  sabbath, but th is  was because he knew he 
would f in d  devout Jews in  the synagogues on 
these days to  whom he could w itness fo r the 
t r u t h . In f a c t ,  Paul was so thoroughly imbued 
w ith  the s p i r i t  of h is  Lord and M aster th a t 
he u t i l iz e d  every means a t  h is  d isposal and 
every opportunity  affo rded  him fo r w itnessing  
to  the  t ru th ,  whether i t  was on the f i r s t  day 
or any o ther day o f the week.—■1 C or,9:18-23•

LET HO MAN JUDGE YOU
In  Colossians 2:16, Paul w r ite s :  "Let no

man th ere fo re  judge you in  meat or in  drink, 
o r in  resp eo t o f an holyday, or o f the new 
moon, or of the sabbath ( 'd a y s  added by ׳
t r a n s la to r s ) ."  This i s  the  only refe rence  to

15.King James Version adds the word "contained" 
in  tra n s la t in g  the remainder o f th is  te x t ,  
making i t  read , "contained in  o rd inances." 
Our Seventh Day A dventist f r ie n d s  have seized  
upon th is  to  prove th a t i t  was merely the  
ordinances o f the  law th a t  were abolished by 
C h rist. C erta in ly , the  ordinances of the Law 
were abolished , and i t  should be remembered 
th a t  sabbath keeping i s  an ordinance, and 
judging from what we f in d  in  the  remainder of 
th e  E p is tle  to  the Ephesians, Paul so consid- 
ered i t .  Ho admonishes the b re th ren  a t  Ephe- 
sus to  put o ff  ly in g , s te a lin g , h a tred  (which 
Jesus explains i s  murder), fo rn ic a tio n ,c o v e t-  
ousness and id o la try . He bids the  young in  
the  congregation to .honor th e i r  parents,w hich 
he says i s  the " f i r s t  commandment w ith  p ro - 
ra ise ."—Eph.4:25-32 ; 5 :3 -5 ; 6 :1 ,2 .

As we have already  noted, the  moral law of 
God never changes, and from the  above we can 
see th a t  Paul i s  a llu d in g  to  the  moral p r in -  
c ip le s  s e t  fo r th  in  the Ten Commandments; but 
he f a i l s  to mention the  sabbath commandment. 
The only lo g ic a l  conclusion we can come to i s  
th a t  he considered the law of the sabbath a 
cerem onial, n o t a  moral requirem ent, hence a 
p a r t  of th a t  covenant arrangement which had 
been abolished  by C h ris t.

THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE LAI
P a u l's  e p is t le  to  the P h iiipp ians  says no- 

th in g  about seventh-day sabbath keeping. He 
does, however, d is c re d it  the righteousness 
which he endeavored to  obtain  under the Law 
covenant, and s tre s s e s  the f a c t  th a t  only 
through C hrist can a  C hristian  a t ta in  th a t  
fo r  which he has been apprehended of God, For 
h is  own p a r t ,  he was fo rg e ttin g  those th ings 
which were behind—h is  stand ing  under the Law 
as a  P harisee— and p ress ing  forward to win 
the p r iz e  of the high C alling  o f God in  
C h rist Jesus. Concerning th is  g rea t aim of
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day, and hence were awake and w a tch fu l. Then 
follows M s exhorta tion  to  those awake and 
a l e r t .  We quote: "Wowwe exhort you, ,b reth ren , 
warn thorn th a t  a re  unruly, comfort the fee b le -  
minded, support the weak, be p a tie n t  toward 
a l l  men. See th a t  none render e v il  fo r  e v il  
■unto any man; but ever follow th a t  which is  
good, both  among yourselves, and to a l l  men. 
Rejoice evermore. Pray w ithout ceasing . In 
everything give thanks; fo r  tM s i s  the  w i l l  
of God in  C hrist Jesus concerning you. Quench 
n o t the s p i r i t .  Despise no t prophesyings. 
Prove a l l  th in g s; hold f a s t  th a t  wMoh is  
good. A bstain from a l l  appearance of e v i l . " — 
1 Thes.5:14-22.

How easy i t  would have been had Paul 
thought i t  e s s e n t ia l ,  to  have added to  tM s 
ex h o rta tio n , "Be su re  to  r e s t  on the  seventh 
day!'.' True, he does n o t here mention a l l  the 
im portant tMngs p e rta in in g  to  the Chri s tia n  
l i f e  ;b u t  when we consider th a t no t only here , 
bu t in  a l l  of h is  e p is t le s ,  he p e rs is te n t ly  
f a i l s  to  enjoin  seventh-day sabbath keeping, 
our only conclusion must be th a t  i t  i s  no t an 
e s s e n t ia l ;

NEITHER GIVE HEED TO FABLES
In  P a u l 's  two l e t t e r s  to  Timothy exhorting 

him as a  teacher in  the  church, he w r ite s  not 
a  s in g le  word about sabbath keeping. He does 
urge Timothy no t to give heed to  f a b le s , and 
then adds, "Now the end of the commandment i s  
love c!ut of a  pure h e a r t ."  (1 Tim.1 :5 .)  There 
were those in  the  ea rly  church who in s is te d  
th a t  one or more items of the Law be imposed 
upon the  b e lie v e rs , and Paul i s  here ev iden t- 
ly  r e fe r r in g  to  the teachings of those who 
included fab les  and "endless genealogies" 
along w ith  the "law o f commandments." —T itus 
1 :14 .

Paul continues, 'We know th a t  the Law i s  
good, i f  a  man use i t  law fu lly ."  And how i s

17.the sabbath in  P a u l's  l e t t e r  to  the Colos- 
s ia n s , and from i t  we le a rn  th a t  the ap o stle  
did n o t consider the keeping of i t  e s se n t ia l  
to  s a lv a tio n . True, there  were o ther sabbaths 
observed by I s ra e l  in  ad d itio n  to  the seventh 
-day sabbath.. There were the yearly  "holy" 
days; and a lso  the "new moon," or monthly 
holy  days. The "sabbath" mentioned by Paul i s  
th e re fo re  d e f in i te ly  the weekly seventh day 
r e s t  p eriod , the  keeping o f  which was n o t to  
be considered a  basic  C h ristian  reqM rem ent. 
He fu r th e r  shows in  th is  same connection th a t  
these  a re  but "a shadow of th ings to  come, 
bu t the body (the im portant th ing ) i s  of 
C h r is t . ״

In  tM s  l e t t e r  to  the  Colossians, as  w e ll 
as in  M s o th e r e p is t le s ,  wM le Pau l s toosses  
the  f a c t  th a t  the  Law was n a ile d  to  the  cross 
(Col. 2 :14), he r e i t e r a te s  the importance 01 
adhering to  i t s  moral requirem ents. Some of 
these  he mentions in  chap ter 5, verse 5, r e -  
fe r r in g  to covetousness as id o la try  which־ ,
was forbidden by the  "law of commandments," 
(Eph.2:15.) The fa c t  th a t  he s in g le s  out 
these  moral requirem ents o f the law, and d is -  
counts the importance o f seventh-day sabbath 
keeping, proves our contention th a t  the  sab - 
bath commandment was considered by God m erely 
an ad junct fo r  the b e n e fit  o f  man and n o t to  
be considered in  the  same l ig h t  as those 
moral ordinances.

' PAUL EXHORTS THE THUS SALONXANS
In  n e ith e r  of h is  l e t t e r s  to  the  church a t  

ThessaloM ca does Paul mention seventh-day 
sabbath keeping. Both o f these e p is t le s  deal 
to a  considerable ex ten t w ith  th e  su b je c t of 
C h r is t 's  second coming. The ap o stle  explains 
th a t  the "brethren" would no t be in  darkness 
th a t  the  day of the Lord should overtake them 
"as a  th ie f  in  the  n i$ 1t . "  He explains th a t  
th is  was because they were the cM ldren of the.
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re s te d  from His c re a tiv e  work. God's sabbath 
i s  sacred , and here the ap o s tle  explains what 
i t  r e a l ly  should mean to  a C h ris tian . I t  i s  
n o t the  keeping o f a  seventh-day sabbath; i t  
i s ,  r a th e r ,  a r e s t  by f a i th  in  the fin ish ed  
work of C h rist.

And th is  i s  in  keeping w ith  the  Old T esta- 
ment F c r ip tu re s , where we a re  to ld  th a t  the 
sabbath was given to I s r a e l  fo r  a s״  ig n ."  
(Exod.20:8־l l ;  23:12; 3 1 :1 2 1 7 ־ .)  I t  was, or 
should have been a  sign , or token—■had th e ir  
f a i th  in  Cod been ab le  to  grasp i t —of His 
a b i l i t y  to care fo r  a l l  th e i r  needs. When 
they re fra in e d  from working on th e  seventh 
day, they re f ra in e d  from th a t  which helped to  
provide th e i r  l iv in g , and th is  became a  p ic -  
tu re ,  or type, o f a  f a r  more im portant r e s t  
fo r  C h ristian s .

For ce n tu rie s  the I s r a e l i te s  s trugg led  to  
ob tain  ev e rla s tin g  l i f e  under the  law , be- 
cause the  promise was th a t  i f  a man would do 
these th ings he would l iv e  by them. ( le v .18: 
5; Rom.10:5; G al.3 :1 2 ,)  We know th a t  they a l l  
f a i le d ,  no t because the law was im perfect, 
bu t because i t  was beyond the  a b i l i t y  of any 
member of the fa l le n  race to keep. But w ith  
the coming o f C h ris t, there  was opened up 
"a new and l iv in g  way, " n o t a  new way of 

works under the law, but a  way o f f a i t h —a 
f a i th  which enables the consecrated b e liev er 
to  cease depending upon works to ob tain  l i f e ,  
and to accept the  p rovision  of l i f e  made fo r  
him by God through th e  blood of Jesus C h ris t. 
—H eb.l0:20; Rom.3:20; 5: 1 ,2 .

This i s  the  r e a l  "sabbath" or " re s t"  enjoy- 
ed by the C h ris tian . And i t  i s  n o t merely on 
the seventh day o f the  week, bu t on every day 
o f th e  week. This i s  the meaning of God's 
r e s t  to  u s . When God fin ish ed  the o r ig in a l 
work of o rea tion  He ceased His e f fo r ts  on be-

19.
the law to  be used "law fully"? Paul exp la ins, 
saying, "Slowing th is  th a t  the Law i s  n o t 
made fo r  a  righ teous man, bu t f o r  the law less 
and d isobed ien t, fo r  the  ungodly and fo r  s in -  
n e rs ,"  e tc . (1 Tim.1 :8 -1 0 .)  Here i s  an impor- 
ta n t  considera tion . C h ristian s  who have de~ 
voted them selves e n ti r e ly  to  the  s e rv ic e  o f 
the  lo rd , and who are  endeavoring to  s e t  
th e i r  a ffe c tio n s  upon th in g s above, should be 
l iv in g  above the n e c ess ity  o f the "law of 
commandments."  —Eph,2:15.

Thus we see, th a t  even in  h is  in s tru c tio n s  
to an outstanding  teacher in  the  church, Paul 
r e f r a in s  from enjoining the n e c ess ity  of 
seventh-day sabbath keeping, which i s  fu r th e r  
evidence th a t  t h i s  g rea t and in sp ire d  ap o s tle  
in  the  church d id  no t consider i t  an essen- 
t i a l  of C h ristian  d o c trin e . He mentioned the  
p e rilo u s  times o f these  " la s t  days" when men 
would be "lovers o f p leasu res more than 
lovers o f God," and w rote th a t  he d id  not 
perm it a  woman to  teach in  the church—some- 
th in g  very common in  our tim es—but om itted 
a l l  mention of the sab b a th .— 2 Tim.3 :1 ,4 ; 
1 Tim.2:12.

GOD'S SABBATH
In P a u l 's  l e t t e r s  to  T itus and Philemon he 

likew ise  f a i l s  to  mention the sabbath <!ues- 
t io n . In h is  l e t t e r  to  the  Hebrews, however, 
he does mention the  sabbath, but no t in  a way 
to  support the  seventh-day sabbath k eep er 's  
p o s itio n . The f i r s t  eleven verses o f the 
fo u rth  chap ter deal w ith  th e  su b jec t in  de- 
t a i l ,  and the  ten th  verse sums up the m atter 
saying, "For he th a t  i s  entered in to  h is  
r e s t ,  he a lso  hath  ceased from h is  own works, 
as God did from h is ."

Thin i s  a very im portant p o in t because the 
claim  i s  th a t  th e  seventh-day sabbath i s  and 
always w i l l  be binding upon th e  L ord 's people 
because th is  day was made sacred  when God
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21.
i s  the viewpoint o f those who i n s i s t  th a t  
only in d iv id u a ls  who r e s t  a t  a  c e rta in  period  
in  the week, ,between sunset and sunset, w i l l  
be _saved. Haw u n certa in  a  th read  indeed, on 
which one 's  sa lv a tio n  hangs when viewed from 
th is  s tandpo in t! Haw insecure and u n s a tis fa c -  
to ry  a  b a s is  upon which to  bu ild  the super- 
s tru c tu re  of ch a rac te r lik en ess  to  Jesus and 
ahope o f e te rn a l sa lv a tio n  1 

OLD COVENANT PASSED MAY TO JEWISH BELIEVERS
Mach i s  w ritte n  in  the Book of Hebrews to 

show th a t  the  o ld  law Covenant passed away to  
b e lie v e rs  w ith  the coming and c ru c ifix io n  of 
C h ris t. And r ig h t  here i t  may be w e ll to 
s tr e s s  the d iffe ren ce  between in d iv id u a l laws 
of God, and the covenants based upon those 
law s. i t  was the Law covenant th a t  came to  an 
end, (to  every one th a t  b e liev e th ) b u t the 
moral laws contained in  th a t  covenant are 
s t i l l  embodied in  God's standard  of r ig h t -  
eousness fo r  a l l  His people.

Jesus magnified the moral laws of the old 
covenant. Anger w ith  a  b ro ther w ithout a 
cause, i s  the  equ ivalen t o f murder, the 
!fes te r s a id ; and to  look upon a  woman to  l u s t  
a f t e r  h e r , i s  a d u lte ry . (M att.5 :21 ,22 ,27 ,28 .) 
Paul s a id  th a t  covetousness i s  id o la try . (Col. 
3 :5 .)  And c e r ta in ly , to  r e s t  from our own 
works by t ru s t in g  in  the fin ish ed  work of 
C h rist to  give us l i f e ,  i s  a  b e a u tifu l magni- 
fy ing  o f the sabbath ordinance of the old 
covenant—a t ru ly  b lessed  way of en te ring  
in to  God's r e s t .

We have examined the testim ony of the 
A postle Paul contained in  h is  sermons and in  
h is  e p is t le s ,  and f in d  th a t  he says no t a 
s in g le  word which could, in  even the rem otest 
way, be construed to  mean th a t  he thought 
sabbath keeping as e s s e n t ia l  to  sa lv a tio n  fo r  
C h ris tian s . On th e  con tra ry , w hile , according 
to  h is  own words, he had n o t f a i le d  to de-
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h a lf  of the human ra c e . The p e rfe c t p a ir  
which He c rea ted  and p u t in  Eden tran sg ressed  
His law and came under condemnation to  death, 
but the C reator has en tru s ted  the e n tire  r e -  
demptive programme, whereby the race i s  to  be 
re s to re d  to  l i f e ,  to  the hands of His Son who 
became the Redeemer, and who w i l l  y e t be the 
r e s to re r  of a l l  who believe  on Him when they 
a re  given a  f u l l  opportunity  to  do so.

And how much more ־understandable and 
reasonable th is  i s  than to  suppose th a t  God 
new l i t e r a l l y  r e s t s  on each seventh-day of 
the week, and th a t  C h ris tian s , by re s t in g  on 
th a t  day, a re  r e s t in g  a t  the same time God 
i s  a t  r e s t :  Seventh-day sabbath keepers b e - 
l ie v e ,  and p roperly  so , th a t  the S c r ip tu ra l 
day begins w ith  sundown in  the evening. Hence 
they begin th e i r  r e s t  a t  sundown Eriday even- 
ing , and continue i t  u n t i l  sundown Saturday 
evening, in  the b e lie f  th a t  they  are  r e s t in g  
a t  the  same time a s  God.

H asn 't i t  ever occurred to them th a t  the 
hour of sundown v a rie s  throughout the earth? 
I t  i s  two hours l a t e r  in  P erth , W. A u s tra lia , 
than i t  i s  in  Melbourne; and there  i s  of 
course a  g rea te r  d iffe ren ce  between Melbourne 
and England. There i s  also  a d iffe rence  be- 
tween the extreme n o rth  and south, and the 
equator; a t  the equator the days and n ig h ts  
are  equal, whereas, w ith in  th e  A rctic  and An- 
t a r t i c  C irc le s  there  i s  s ix  months o f day 
and s ix  months of n ig h t. Think o f the  d i f f i -  
c u l t ie s  involved in  try in g  to  decide the  ex- 
a c t time during which God i s  re s t in g !  Take 
America, fo r  example; when i t  i s  12 o 'c lo ck  
noon here in  A u s tra lia  i t  i s  9 p .m ., the p re -  
vious n ig h t th e re . This, o f n e c ess ity , r a is e s  
the  question, which i s  the tru e  seventh day 
in  the various s e c tio n s  o f the globe? We men- 
t io n  these time v a ria tio n s  to  show how flim sy
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i s  the viewpoint o f those who i n s i s t  th a t  
only in d iv id u a ls  who r e s t  a t  a  c e rta in  period  
in  the week, ,between sunset and sunset, w i l l  
be _saved. Haw u n certa in  a  th read  indeed, on 
which one 's  sa lv a tio n  hangs when viewed from 
th is  s tandpo in t! Haw insecure and u n s a tis fa c -  
to ry  a  b a s is  upon which to  bu ild  the super- 
s tru c tu re  of ch a rac te r lik en ess  to  Jesus and 
ahope o f e te rn a l sa lv a tio n  1 

OLD COVENANT PASSED MAY TO JEWISH BELIEVERS
Mach i s  w ritte n  in  the Book of Hebrews to 

show th a t  the  o ld  law Covenant passed away to  
b e lie v e rs  w ith  the coming and c ru c ifix io n  of 
C h ris t. And r ig h t  here i t  may be w e ll to 
s tr e s s  the d iffe ren ce  between in d iv id u a l laws 
of God, and the covenants based upon those 
law s. i t  was the Law covenant th a t  came to  an 
end, (to  every one th a t  b e liev e th ) b u t the 
moral laws contained in  th a t  covenant are 
s t i l l  embodied in  God's standard  of r ig h t -  
eousness fo r  a l l  His people.

Jesus magnified the moral laws of the old 
covenant. Anger w ith  a  b ro ther w ithout a 
cause, i s  the  equ ivalen t o f murder, the 
!fes te r s a id ; and to  look upon a  woman to  l u s t  
a f t e r  h e r , i s  a d u lte ry . (M att.5 :21 ,22 ,27 ,28 .) 
Paul s a id  th a t  covetousness i s  id o la try . (Col. 
3 :5 .)  And c e r ta in ly , to  r e s t  from our own 
works by t ru s t in g  in  the fin ish ed  work of 
C h rist to  give us l i f e ,  i s  a  b e a u tifu l magni- 
fy ing  o f the sabbath ordinance of the old 
covenant—a t ru ly  b lessed  way of en te ring  
in to  God's r e s t .

We have examined the testim ony of the 
A postle Paul contained in  h is  sermons and in  
h is  e p is t le s ,  and f in d  th a t  he says no t a 
s in g le  word which could, in  even the rem otest 
way, be construed to  mean th a t  he thought 
sabbath keeping as e s s e n t ia l  to  sa lv a tio n  fo r  
C h ris tian s . On th e  con tra ry , w hile , according 
to  h is  own words, he had n o t f a i le d  to de-
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h a lf  of the human ra c e . The p e rfe c t p a ir  
which He c rea ted  and p u t in  Eden tran sg ressed  
His law and came under condemnation to  death, 
but the C reator has en tru s ted  the e n tire  r e -  
demptive programme, whereby the race i s  to  be 
re s to re d  to  l i f e ,  to  the hands of His Son who 
became the Redeemer, and who w i l l  y e t be the 
r e s to re r  of a l l  who believe  on Him when they 
a re  given a  f u l l  opportunity  to  do so.

And how much more ־understandable and 
reasonable th is  i s  than to  suppose th a t  God 
new l i t e r a l l y  r e s t s  on each seventh-day of 
the week, and th a t  C h ris tian s , by re s t in g  on 
th a t  day, a re  r e s t in g  a t  the same time God 
i s  a t  r e s t :  Seventh-day sabbath keepers b e - 
l ie v e ,  and p roperly  so , th a t  the S c r ip tu ra l 
day begins w ith  sundown in  the evening. Hence 
they begin th e i r  r e s t  a t  sundown Eriday even- 
ing , and continue i t  u n t i l  sundown Saturday 
evening, in  the b e lie f  th a t  they  are  r e s t in g  
a t  the  same time a s  God.

H asn 't i t  ever occurred to them th a t  the 
hour of sundown v a rie s  throughout the earth? 
I t  i s  two hours l a t e r  in  P erth , W. A u s tra lia , 
than i t  i s  in  Melbourne; and there  i s  of 
course a  g rea te r  d iffe ren ce  between Melbourne 
and England. There i s  also  a d iffe rence  be- 
tween the extreme n o rth  and south, and the 
equator; a t  the equator the days and n ig h ts  
are  equal, whereas, w ith in  th e  A rctic  and An- 
t a r t i c  C irc le s  there  i s  s ix  months o f day 
and s ix  months of n ig h t. Think o f the  d i f f i -  
c u l t ie s  involved in  try in g  to  decide the  ex- 
a c t time during which God i s  re s t in g !  Take 
America, fo r  example; when i t  i s  12 o 'c lo ck  
noon here in  A u s tra lia  i t  i s  9 p .m ., the p re -  
vious n ig h t th e re . This, o f n e c ess ity , r a is e s  
the  question, which i s  the tru e  seventh day 
in  the various s e c tio n s  o f the globe? We men- 
t io n  these time v a ria tio n s  to  show how flim sy



the  sabbath in  any of h is  th ree  e p is t le s .  In 
1 John_4 :2 ,3 , he s e ts  fo r th  the t e s t  of 
C h ristian  fellow ship , but says nothing about 
the  sabbath . We q uo te :- "Every s p i r i t  (teach - 
ing ) th a t  confesseth  th a t  Jesus C h rist i s  
come in  the f le s h  i s  o f God; and every s p i r i t  
th a t  confesse th  n o t th a t  Jesus C hrist i s  come 
i n _the f le sh  i s  n o t of God; and th is  i s  th a t  
s p i r i t  of a n ti-C h r is t , whereof ye have heard 
th a t  i t  should come; and even now a lread y  i s  
i t  in  the  w orld ."

John continues th is  argument in  h is  second 
e p is t le ,  saying: "And now I  beseech thee,
lady , n o t as though I  wrote a  new commandment 
unto th ee , but th a t  which we had from the be- 
g inning, th a t  we love one ano ther. And th is  
i s  love, th a t  we walk a f t e r  His commandments. 
This i s  the  commandment, th a t ,  as ye have 
heard from the beginning, ye should walk in  
i t .  For many deceivers are  entered in to  the  
w orld, who confess not th a t  Jesus C hrist i s  
come in  the  f le s h . This i s  a  deceiver and an 
a n t i - C h r is t ." —2 John 5-7 .

These in sp ired  statem ents by John are of 
p a r t io u la r  value because they r e i te r a te  what 
c o n s ti tu te s  the r e a l  commandment of Jesus 
which i s  to be considered the t e s t  of d is -  
c ip le e h ip . I t  i s  the M aster's  own commandment 
of love , and in  obeying i t ,  to  understand and 
confess th a t  Jesus C h rist has come in  the 
f le s h . Anything opposed to  th is  i s  a  s p i r i t  
o f a n ti-C h r is t .  What an ex ce llen t p lace—yes, 
an ab so lu te ly  e s s e n t ia l  p lace—to  s tr e s s  the 
n e c e s s ity  of seventh-day sabbath keeping as 
a lso  e s s e n t ia l  to  s a lv a tio n , i f  i t  were one 
o f Jesu s ' commandments 1 But the ap o stle  is  
s i l e n t  on the su b je c t, from which we can draw 
no o th er lo g ic a l  conclusion than th a t i t  i s  
n o t a  requirem ent of C h ris tia n ity .

Ju d e 's  e p is t le  i s  the  very l a s t  in  the  New

2 3.c la re  a l l  the counsel o f God, he not only 
does no t impose the r i t e  of sabbath keeping 
upon C h ristian s , but wherever in  h is  w r itin g s  
he r e f e r s  to  the law given to  I s r a e l—espeo i- 
a l l y  i t s  ordinances of holy days and the sab- 
ba th —he s tre s se s  the f a c t  th a t  C hrist made 
an end of i t  a l l  to  those who believe in  Him, 
and who a re  we to  say th a t  Paul was wrong in  
h is  unders tan ding?

PETER, JAMES, JOHN AND JUDE
Ooming to  the  l a s t  seven e p is t le s  of the 

New Testament, w ritte n  by P e te r , James, John 
and Jude, we f in d  th a t  they , too , completely 
ignored th e  sub jec t o f the  sabbath . James ex- 
p la in s  th a t  to  break one of the moral laws of 
God makes one ju s t  as g u i l ty  before Him as 
though a l l  were broken, bu t says nothing 
about the  Sabbath ordinance. He fo re to ld  th a t  
the  r ic h  would heap to g e th e r  tre a su re s  fo r 
the l a s t  days, but gives no h in t  th a t  in  
these  l a s t  days the t e s t  of tru e  d isc ip leeh ip  
would be the keeping o f the seventh-day sab- 
b a th .

The Apostl® P e te r , in  both of h is  e p is t le s ,  
r e i t e r a te s  many of the im portant considera- 
t io n s  of the C hristian  l i f e —our p r iv ile g e  of 
su ffe rin g  w ith  C hrist; o f humbling ourselves 
under the mighty hand of God; of adding to  
our f a i t h  v ir tu e , and to  v ir tu e  knowledge, 
and to  knowledge temperance, and to temper- 
ance god liness, and to godliness b ro th e rly  
kindness and to  b ro th e rly  k indness, love. In 
h is  second e p is t le ,  he d iscusses the second 
coming of C h rist, and warns o f fa ls e  teachers 
a r is in g  in  the  church, and th a t  in  the l a s t  
days there  would be s c o ffe rs ;  but w r ite s  no t 
a word about the sabbath as though one of the 
e rro rs  of these fa ls e  teaohers would be th e i r  
f a i lu re  to  enjoin sabbath keeping upon the 
church.

The Apostle John likew ise f a i l s  to  mention
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the  sabbath in  any of h is  th ree  e p is t le s .  In 
1 John_4 :2 ,3 , he s e ts  fo r th  the t e s t  of 
C h ristian  fellow ship , but says nothing about 
the  sabbath . We q uo te :- "Every s p i r i t  (teach - 
ing ) th a t  confesseth  th a t  Jesus C h rist i s  
come in  the f le s h  i s  o f God; and every s p i r i t  
th a t  confesse th  n o t th a t  Jesus C hrist i s  come 
i n _the f le sh  i s  n o t of God; and th is  i s  th a t  
s p i r i t  of a n ti-C h r is t , whereof ye have heard 
th a t  i t  should come; and even now a lread y  i s  
i t  in  the  w orld ."

John continues th is  argument in  h is  second 
e p is t le ,  saying: "And now I  beseech thee,
lady , n o t as though I  wrote a  new commandment 
unto th ee , but th a t  which we had from the be- 
g inning, th a t  we love one ano ther. And th is  
i s  love, th a t  we walk a f t e r  His commandments. 
This i s  the  commandment, th a t ,  as ye have 
heard from the beginning, ye should walk in  
i t .  For many deceivers are  entered in to  the  
w orld, who confess not th a t  Jesus C hrist i s  
come in  the  f le s h . This i s  a  deceiver and an 
a n t i - C h r is t ." —2 John 5-7 .

These in sp ired  statem ents by John are of 
p a r t io u la r  value because they r e i te r a te  what 
c o n s ti tu te s  the r e a l  commandment of Jesus 
which i s  to be considered the t e s t  of d is -  
c ip le e h ip . I t  i s  the M aster's  own commandment 
of love , and in  obeying i t ,  to  understand and 
confess th a t  Jesus C h rist has come in  the 
f le s h . Anything opposed to  th is  i s  a  s p i r i t  
o f a n ti-C h r is t .  What an ex ce llen t p lace—yes, 
an ab so lu te ly  e s s e n t ia l  p lace—to  s tr e s s  the 
n e c e s s ity  of seventh-day sabbath keeping as 
a lso  e s s e n t ia l  to  s a lv a tio n , i f  i t  were one 
o f Jesu s ' commandments 1 But the ap o stle  is  
s i l e n t  on the su b je c t, from which we can draw 
no o th er lo g ic a l  conclusion than th a t i t  i s  
n o t a  requirem ent of C h ris tia n ity .

Ju d e 's  e p is t le  i s  the  very l a s t  in  the  New

2 3.c la re  a l l  the counsel o f God, he not only 
does no t impose the r i t e  of sabbath keeping 
upon C h ristian s , but wherever in  h is  w r itin g s  
he r e f e r s  to  the law given to  I s r a e l—espeo i- 
a l l y  i t s  ordinances of holy days and the sab- 
ba th —he s tre s se s  the f a c t  th a t  C hrist made 
an end of i t  a l l  to  those who believe in  Him, 
and who a re  we to  say th a t  Paul was wrong in  
h is  unders tan ding?

PETER, JAMES, JOHN AND JUDE
Ooming to  the  l a s t  seven e p is t le s  of the 

New Testament, w ritte n  by P e te r , James, John 
and Jude, we f in d  th a t  they , too , completely 
ignored th e  sub jec t o f the  sabbath . James ex- 
p la in s  th a t  to  break one of the moral laws of 
God makes one ju s t  as g u i l ty  before Him as 
though a l l  were broken, bu t says nothing 
about the  Sabbath ordinance. He fo re to ld  th a t  
the  r ic h  would heap to g e th e r  tre a su re s  fo r 
the l a s t  days, but gives no h in t  th a t  in  
these  l a s t  days the t e s t  of tru e  d isc ip leeh ip  
would be the keeping o f the seventh-day sab- 
b a th .

The Apostl® P e te r , in  both of h is  e p is t le s ,  
r e i t e r a te s  many of the im portant considera- 
t io n s  of the C hristian  l i f e —our p r iv ile g e  of 
su ffe rin g  w ith  C hrist; o f humbling ourselves 
under the mighty hand of God; of adding to  
our f a i t h  v ir tu e , and to  v ir tu e  knowledge, 
and to  knowledge temperance, and to temper- 
ance god liness, and to godliness b ro th e rly  
kindness and to  b ro th e rly  k indness, love. In 
h is  second e p is t le ,  he d iscusses the second 
coming of C h rist, and warns o f fa ls e  teachers 
a r is in g  in  the  church, and th a t  in  the l a s t  
days there  would be s c o ffe rs ;  but w r ite s  no t 
a word about the sabbath as though one of the 
e rro rs  of these fa ls e  teaohers would be th e i r  
f a i lu re  to  enjoin sabbath keeping upon the 
church.

The Apostle John likew ise f a i l s  to  mention
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25.
I t  i s  a lso  claimed by seventh-day sabbath 

keepers th a t  the keeping of the seventh day 
i s  the  s e a l  o f God re fe rre d  to in  Revelation 
7 :2 -4 . This claim  i s  a lso  wholly a  m atter of 
specu la tive  im agination. There i s  no S crip - 
tu r a l  a u th o rity  fo r  i t .  In Ephesians 1 :13, 
the Apostle Paul speaks of C h ristian s  being 
sea led  w ith  "the holy s p i r i t  of prom ise." The 
"sealed" of God, then , are those who are be- 
go tten  and who are  being le d  by His holy 
s p i r i t .

Some of the  symbols of Revelation are  ex- 
p la ined  by Jesus in  the v ision  given to  John, 
bu t nothing i s  s a id  as to  what c o n s titu te s  
the "mark" of the b e a s t. I t  i s  genera lly  
agreed th a t  the "beast" whose "mark" i s  im- 
posed upon i t s  devotees, i s  symbolic of the 
a n ti-C h r is tia n , chu rch -s ta te  system of Rome. 
To be marked by th a t  system would seem c le a r -  
l y  to  rep re sen t ab je c t s lavery  to  i t s  dogmas 
and p ra c tic e s .

The Apostle Paul spoke of the "marks" of 
the Lord Jesus . (2 C or.l:5 ; 11 :25-25 .) In 
G alatians 6:17 he w r i te s , "Prom henceforth 
l e t  no man troub le  me: fo r  I bear in  my body
the marks of the Lord Jesu s ."  This language 
i s  based upon the custom of slave owners in  
the a p o s tle 's  day of branding th e i r  slaves 
w ith  a  p a r t ic u la r  mark to  designate th e ir  
ownership. Paul had become a  bondslave of 
Jesus C h rist, and in  t h i s  te x t  he i s  remind- 
ing  the G alatians of th is ,  and of the fa c t  
th a t  now, being "marked" fo r the serv ice  of 
C h rist, none should t ry  to  induce him to 
serve o ther m aste rs . These were the "marks" 
o r in d ic a tio n s  o f h is  re la tio n sh ip  to  Him— 
the su ffe rin g s  of C h rist.

The "mark" of the b east i s  ev iden tly  r e -  
fe rred  to by Jesus in  R evelation as in  con- 
t r a s t  to those who bore His marks. To bear 
the  mark of the beast would th ere fo re  denote 
a  s ta te  o f bondage to  th a t  g rea t a n ti-C h r is t

Testament, and w hile i t  contains a scath ing  
denunciation of fa ls e  teachers and f a ls e  doc- 
t r in e s ,  i t  says no t one word about the 
seventh-day sabbath . This c o n s is ten t, yes, 
u n iv e rsa l omission of a l l  mention of seventh- 
day sabbath keeping throughout the  e n tire  New 
Testament should be good and s u f f ic ie n t  
reason why any c h ild  of God today may consid - 
e r  h im self f re e  from the  observance of such 
an ordinance. At l e a s t ,  no one lack ing  
a u th o r ity  from C hrist and the ap o s tle s , 
should impose i t  upon o thers as a  condition 
p re re q u is ite  to sa lv a tio n .

THE MARK OP THE BEAST 
We come now to the l a s t  book of the B ib le— 

the Book o f R evelation. The contents o f th is  
book were revealed  to  John by Jesus Himself. 
Some r e f e r  to  i t  as Jesu s ' own e p is t le .  Sure- 
ly  here i s  where we should f in d  something 
about the seventh-day sabbath i f  i t  i s  one of 
the commandments of Je su s , the keeping of 
which i s  e s se n t ia l  to s a lv a tio n . We are p a r-  
t ic u la r ly  concerned w ith  what the Book of 
Revelation may say about the seventh-day sab - 
ba th , because those who hold th a t  to  keep i t  
i s  e s se n t ia l  to  sa lv a tio n  teach th a t  keeping 
the f i r s t  day o f the week as a  sabbath of 
r e s t  i s  the  "mark" o f the  b e a s t, and the 
"mark" of the  image of the b east re fe r re d  to  
in  R evelation.

But, strange as  i t  may seem, the  word sab- 
bath  i s  n o t used in  the Book of Revelation a t  
a l l ,  nor i s  seventh-day sabbath keeping even 
rem otely re fe rre d  to . To claim  th a t  f ir s t- d a y  
sabbath keeping is  a mark of the beast i s  
to  claim  th a t  fo r  which there  i s  n o t the 
s l ig h te s t  S c r ip tu ra l a u th o r ity . I t  i s  so le ly  
a vain im agination used to  fr ig h te n  the u n - 
suspecting  in to  a form of godliness wholly 
unauthorized by Jesus and th e  A postles.
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25.
I t  i s  a lso  claimed by seventh-day sabbath 

keepers th a t  the keeping of the seventh day 
i s  the  s e a l  o f God re fe rre d  to in  Revelation 
7 :2 -4 . This claim  i s  a lso  wholly a  m atter of 
specu la tive  im agination. There i s  no S crip - 
tu r a l  a u th o rity  fo r  i t .  In Ephesians 1 :13, 
the Apostle Paul speaks of C h ristian s  being 
sea led  w ith  "the holy s p i r i t  of prom ise." The 
"sealed" of God, then , are those who are be- 
go tten  and who are  being le d  by His holy 
s p i r i t .

Some of the  symbols of Revelation are  ex- 
p la ined  by Jesus in  the v ision  given to  John, 
bu t nothing i s  s a id  as to  what c o n s titu te s  
the "mark" of the b e a s t. I t  i s  genera lly  
agreed th a t  the "beast" whose "mark" i s  im- 
posed upon i t s  devotees, i s  symbolic of the 
a n ti-C h r is tia n , chu rch -s ta te  system of Rome. 
To be marked by th a t  system would seem c le a r -  
l y  to  rep re sen t ab je c t s lavery  to  i t s  dogmas 
and p ra c tic e s .

The Apostle Paul spoke of the "marks" of 
the Lord Jesus . (2 C or.l:5 ; 11 :25-25 .) In 
G alatians 6:17 he w r i te s , "Prom henceforth 
l e t  no man troub le  me: fo r  I bear in  my body
the marks of the Lord Jesu s ."  This language 
i s  based upon the custom of slave owners in  
the a p o s tle 's  day of branding th e i r  slaves 
w ith  a  p a r t ic u la r  mark to  designate th e ir  
ownership. Paul had become a  bondslave of 
Jesus C h rist, and in  t h i s  te x t  he i s  remind- 
ing  the G alatians of th is ,  and of the fa c t  
th a t  now, being "marked" fo r the serv ice  of 
C h rist, none should t ry  to  induce him to 
serve o ther m aste rs . These were the "marks" 
o r in d ic a tio n s  o f h is  re la tio n sh ip  to  Him— 
the su ffe rin g s  of C h rist.

The "mark" of the b east i s  ev iden tly  r e -  
fe rred  to by Jesus in  R evelation as in  con- 
t r a s t  to those who bore His marks. To bear 
the  mark of the beast would th ere fo re  denote 
a  s ta te  o f bondage to  th a t  g rea t a n ti-C h r is t

Testament, and w hile i t  contains a scath ing  
denunciation of fa ls e  teachers and f a ls e  doc- 
t r in e s ,  i t  says no t one word about the 
seventh-day sabbath . This c o n s is ten t, yes, 
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the Book o f R evelation. The contents o f th is  
book were revealed  to  John by Jesus Himself. 
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f in g e r  of God upon tab le s  o f s to n e . I t  w i l l  
a lso  be found th a t  the ceremonial fea tu res  of 
the  law are s a id  to be the Law of the Lord— 
no t m erely of Moses. To claim  th a t  laws 
accred ited  to  Moses are  not laws of the Lord 
i s  a  form of h igher c r i t ic is m — a c lever way 
to  renounce the in sp ira tio n  o f th i s  f a i th fu l  
servan t and prophet of God.

That the c eremonial fea tu re s  of the Law were 
from the Lord, as w e ll as i t s  moral req u ire -  
ments, i s  shown in  Luke 2:22-24. Here the 
ceremonial o f p u r if ic a tio n  fo llow ing c h ild -  
b i r th  i s  r e fe r re d  to  th ree  tim es. Once i t  i s  
c a lle d  the Law of Moses, and tw ice the law of 
the Lord.

In J/hrk 7:9-13, Moses and God, are re fe rre d  
to  interchangeably  as the  au thors of both the  
moral and the ceremonial law s. Jeans ac - 
c re d i ts  one of the  Ten Commandments— "Honor 
thy  fa th e r  and thy  m other"—to  Moses. He adds 
to  th i s  commandment a  ceremonial requirem ent, 
which He a lso  a c c re d its  to  Moses— 'Whoso 
cu rse th  fa th e r  o r mother, l e t  him die the 
d ea th ."  F in a lly , in  r e fe r r in g  to  the manner 
in  which Jewish tra d itio n s  made void these 
commandments, Jesus re fe rs  to  them as "the 
Word of God."

The fa ls e  olaim th a t  the Ten Commandments 
were from God and the ramainder o f the law 
from Moses i s  fu r th e r  re fu ted  by God Himself 
in  His commission to  Joshua. We quote: "Only 
be thou strong  and very courageous, th a t  thou 
mayest observe to  do according to  AIL THE LAW, 
which Moses My servan t commanded thee . . . .  
This book of the law s h a ll  n o t depart out of 
thy mouth; bu t thou s h a lt  m editate th ere in  
day and n ig h t, th a t  thou mayest observe to  do 
according to  a l l  th a t i s  w r itte n  th e re in ." — 
Joshua 1 :7 ,8 .

Yes, the "book o f the  Law" contained " a ll"

27,
system o f in iq u ity . To view the m atter thus 
i s  reasonable , and i t  i s  a view th a t  has 
S c r ip tu ra l  foundation. But to a r b i t r a r i l y  in -  
t e r p r e t  the mark of the b east as keeping the 
f i r s t  day of the week as, a  sabbath  of r e s t  i s  
a  presum ption, and none should be influenced  
by i t .

I t  i s  claimed by the  Seventh Day A dventists 
th a t  a t  some time a  c iv i l - e c c le s ia s t ic a l  com- 
bine w i l l  fo rce the United S ta te s  Government 
to  pass laws fo rc ing  the observance of the 
f i r s t  day of the week as sabbath, and th a t  
then those who y ie ld  to  t h i s  law w i l l  thereby 
be rece iv ing  the mark of the "image of the 
b e a s t ,"  and w i l l  p e rish  in  the "lake o f  f ire ."  
But how much more reasonable i s  the  S c r ip tu r-  
a l  explanation of what c o n s titu te s  th is  mark 
of the  "b eas t,"  and i t s  "image;" namely, th a t  
i t  s ig n if ie s  se rv itu d e . Haul w ro te, "His s e r -  
vants ye a re  to  whom ye obey." (Rom.6 :1 6 .)  
Those who obediently  serve •the "beast" and 
i t s  "image" have th e i r  "mark."

GOD'S LAW—MOSES' LAW
One claim  of the  seventh-day sabbath keep- 

e rs  i s  th a t  the Law i s  divided in to  two p a rts . 
These they r e f e r  to  as the ceremonial Law and 
the moral law. Their fu r th e r  claim  i s  th a t 
Moses w rote the  ceremonial Law, whereas God 
wrote the moral Law. There i s ,  o f course , a 
d iffe rence  between moral requirem ents and the 
observance of ceremonies, but the  S c rip tu re s  
do n o t w arran t the view th a t  God i s  the 
Author of one and Moses o f the o th er.

Anyone w ishing to  s a t i s f y  h im self on th is  
p o in t can take a  concordance and look up the  
various expressions such a s , "the Law of the 
L o rd ," "the Law of God,« and "the Law of 
Moses." He w i l l  f in d  th a t  they are  used in -  
terchangeably, thus proving th a t  the laws of 
Moses are  as much the laws o f the Lord as 
those which a re  declared  to  be w r itte n  by the
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the moral law. Their fu r th e r  claim  i s  th a t 
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wrote the moral Law. There i s ,  o f course , a 
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Author of one and Moses o f the o th er.

Anyone w ishing to  s a t i s f y  h im self on th is  
p o in t can take a  concordance and look up the  
various expressions such a s , "the Law of the 
L o rd ," "the Law of God,« and "the Law of 
Moses." He w i l l  f in d  th a t  they are  used in -  
terchangeably, thus proving th a t  the laws of 
Moses are  as much the laws o f the Lord as 
those which a re  declared  to  be w r itte n  by the

26.

*



lo rd  thy  God w ith  a l l  thy h e a rt, and w ith  a l l  
thy 6001־, and w ith  a l l  thy  mind. This i s  the 
f i r s t  and g rea t commandment. And the second 
i s  l ik e onto i־  t ,  Thou s h a lt  love thy  neighbor 
as th y s e lf .  On these two commandments hang 
a l l  the law and the p r o p h e t s . M a t t . 22 .־3740:

This should leave no doubt in  the mind of 
any a s  to what Jesus understood to  be the  law 
of God, fo r  here He a ttach es  more importance 
to  what some r e f e r  to as merely the law of 
Moses than He does to  th a t  which was w ritte n  
d ire c tly  by the f in g e r  of God. In  f a c t ,  He 
shows th a t  the  e n tire  law hangs upon th a t 
which had been w ritte n  by Moses. A ctually , of 
course, Mbses did not make any lews h im self, 
nor does he claim  to  have made any. In r e f e r -  
r in g  to  the commandments, o f  which the sab- 
ba th  was one, and to  ordinances p e rta in in g  to  
the  tab ern ac le , e t c . ,  Moses s a id  These are״ ,
the words which the lo rd  hath  commanded, th a t 
ye should do them .”—Exod.35:l; 20:22; 21:1.

THE L A I PERPETUAL
I t  i s  claimed th a t  the sabbath commandment 

was a perpe״  tual"  one, which i s  in te rp re te d  
to  mean th a t  i t  always was, s t i l l  i s ,  and 
fo rever s h a ll  be b inding upon mankind. But 
th is  is  an u n s c r ip tu ra l  view point. The sab- 
ba th  commandment was a  p a r t  of th e  Law Coven- 
a n t, and the S crip tu re s  d is t in c t ly  say, ״The 
Lord made not th is  covenant w ith  our fa th e rs , 
bu t w ith  us (the  Hebrews), even u s , who are 
a l l  here a liv e  th is  d ay D) ״. e u t.5 :2 ,3 .) I t  
had n o t ex is ted  before th is l

The Hebrew word tra n s la te d  "perpe tua l״ does 
no t always c a rry  the  thoughts of th a t  which 
i s  w ithout end. I t  sometimes means la s t in g  to 
a  com pletion, or w ithout in te rru p tio n  u n t i l  a 
designed purpose i s  accomplished. Paul t e l l s  
u s  th a t  the law was added to  God's o r ig in a l 
covenant w ith  Abraham, " t i l l "  the promised 
seed should come. (G al.3 :1 9 .)  This is  God's 
own time l im it  upon the law covenant.

29.
the law. There was no d iv is io n  of th a t  law. 
Surely God would no t ignore the Ten Gommandr 
ments when g iv ing  Joshua th is  commission to  
be the new le a d e r  of I s r a e l ;  y e t He d id  ig -  
nore them, u n le ss , as God Himself sa id , " a ll"  
the law was in  the "book," the contents of 
which He had d ic ta te d  to  Moses.

When God spoke to  I s r a e l  out o f the cloud, 
the people heard the Ten Commandments d i re c t-  
l y  from Him. Then they p e titio n e d  Moses to 
change the arrangement. They were t e r r i f i e d  
a t  the voice o f th e  lo rd , so the Lord common- 
io a ted  the remainder o f the  law to Mbses, who 
w rote i t  down, and then gave i t  to the people. 
The Ten Commandments were a lso  w r itte n  on 
stone , probably as a  memorial th a t  t h i s  much 
of the law had been heard  d ire c tly  by the  
people, r a th e r  than th a t ,  as some claim , they 
were more im portant than the remainder o f the 
law .

The statem ent in  Deuteronomy 5:22, "and He 
added no m ore," does no t mean th a t  what God 
continued to' say to  Mbses was n o t ju s t  as 
raich. His law as the Ten Commandments. The ex- 
p ression  simply means th a t  because the people 
requested  th a t  God speak no more to  them in  
th is  d ire c t  manner, He re fra in e d  from doing 
so . He added no more to  them d ire c tly , but 
d ic ta te d  the remainder of the  law to Moses, 
th e i r  m ediator.

THE GREATEST COMMANDMENTS
A lawyer who sought to  trap  Jesus, in -  

quired: "Master, which i s  the g rea t command-
ment in  the law?" Did Jesus say  th a t  i t  was 
the sabbath , and th a t  those who do n o t keep 
the sabbath w i l l  have th e  "nark of the  beast"  
and die e te rn a lly ?  Ho, He did n o t: In  answer
to  t h i s  very po in ted  question, Jesus c ite d  
laws which were n o t even l i s t e d  among the Ten 
Commandments. He s a id :  "Thou s h a lt  love the
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u s  th a t  the law was added to  God's o r ig in a l 
covenant w ith  Abraham, " t i l l "  the promised 
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of the law had been heard  d ire c tly  by the  
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were more im portant than the remainder o f the 
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added no m ore," does no t mean th a t  what God 
continued to' say to  Mbses was n o t ju s t  as 
raich. His law as the Ten Commandments. The ex- 
p ression  simply means th a t  because the people 
requested  th a t  God speak no more to  them in  
th is  d ire c t  manner, He re fra in e d  from doing 
so . He added no more to  them d ire c tly , but 
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n o t a c tu a lly  record  any such a rb i t ra ry  change.
Some claim  th a t  Pope Gregory made the 

change; o thers  th a t  i t  was made by Constantine; 
0t i l l  o thers th a t  some unknown pope was 
g u i l ty  of th is  deceptive change. But th is  un- 
c e r ta in ty  o f ju s t  who d id  i t ,  proves the 
f a l la c y  of the claim . The Roman Church in -  
deed makes such a  claim , hut we cannot take 
th is  a s  a u th o rity  fo r  such an im portant mat- 
t e r .  I t  might he, and doubtless i s ,  as f a ls e  
a s  i s  th e i r  claim  th a t  P e te r  was the f i r s t  
pope.

A ll th a t  has been sa id , foregoing , concern- 
ing  seventh-day sabbath keeping i s  as true  
concerning the f i r s t - d a y  sabbath, as i t  is  
concerning the seventh-day sabbath . We have 
not been try in g  to  prove th a t  r e s t in g  on the 
f i r s t  day of th e  week has been enjoined upon 
C hristian s any more than the seventh  day has 
been. As we have already  noted, Paul consid- 
ered those who esteemed every day a lik e  ju s t  
as f a i th fu l  to  the lo rd  as those who did n o t.

There i s ,  however, much to  be s a id  in  favor 
of the appropriateness of C hristian  worship 
and serv ice  on th e  f i r s t  day of the week. Our 
lo rd  was ra ised  from the dead on the f i r s t  
day of the  week, appeared to His d isc ip le s  on 
th a t  day, and a lso  on the  succeeding f i r s t  
day. The church a t  Corinth assembled fo r  wor- 
ship on the f i r s t  day of the  week (1 Cor.16: 
2), likew ise  the d isc ip le s  a t  Troas. (Acts 
20 :7 .) The Day o f Pen tecost, which some have 
s ty le d  the b irthday  of the church, was on the 
f i r s t  day of th e  week.

Evidently  i t  was the fa c t  th a t the lo rd  was 
ra is e d  ffom the dead on th e  f i r s t  day of the 
week th a t  caused the e a rly  d isc ip le s  to want 
to  meet together on th is  day. Knowing th a t  
the law Covenant waB dead to those accepting 
C h ris t, they  would f e e l  no ob liga tion  toward 
the seventh day. The f i r s t  day would be a

31.
Exodus 35:1 ,2  reads: " .. . .T h e se  are  the

words which the lo rd  hath  commanded, th a t  ye 
s h a l l  do them. S ix  days s h a ll  work be done, 
but on the seventh day there  s h a ll  be to  you 
an holy day, a  sabbath o f r e s t  to  the  lo rd ;  
whosoever doeth work th e re in  s h a ll  be put to  
death ,"  Note from th i s  passage th a t the pen- 
a l ty  which God commanded should be imposed 
upon a l l  I s r a e l i t e s  who d id  n o t keep the  sab - 
bath  was death . This phase o f the  law was 
ju s t  as binding upon them as the sabbath com- 
mandment i t s e l f .

The p ena lty  of death was indeed executed by 
I s r a e l i te s  who were conscien tious in  l iv in g  
up to  a l l  the requirem ents of the law. H it 
haw about seventh-day sabbath  keepers o f the 
p resen t time? I f  they i n s i s t  th a t  the sabbath 
law i s  s t i l l  binding, are they  equally  in s i s -  
t in g  th a t  a l l  th e i r  numbers who a re  no t 
f a i th f u l ly  l iv in g  up to  th is  requirem ent 
should be put to  death , and a re  they exeou- 
t in g  th a t  p ena lty  as God enjoined the I s r a e l -  
i t e s  to do? ׳

I t  w i l l  probably be sa id  th a t  th is  p a r t  o f 
the law ap p lie s  to  fu tu re  l i f e — th a t  a l l  
those who do n o t now keep the  seventh-day 
sabbath w i l l  n o t have l i f e  beyond the grave; 
bu t th is  i s  no t what the te x t  says, and i t  
was no t so understood by Mioses and the 
I s r a e l i t e s .  To so in te r p re t  i t  i s  simply a 
w resting  of the S c r ip tu re s .

NO HISTORICAL EVIDENCE

30.

J .1 J .  ^  w w — w -  -  W U I l O U J L .y

f i r s t - d a y  sabbath keeping i s  the "mark of the 
b e a s t ,"  seventh-day sabbath keepers claim  
th a t  some pope o r c iv i l  r u le r ,  or p o ss ib ly  
church council, made an a rb i t r a ry  change from 
the seventh to  the f i r s t  day. They make th is  
the fu lfilm en t o f D aniel»s prophecy whioh 
says of th e  a n ti-C h r is t ,  th a t  he s h a l l  "thunk 
to  change times and law s."  (Dan.7 :2 5 .)  But 
th is  i s  w ish fu l th ink ing , fo r h is to ry  does



n o t a c tu a lly  record  any such a rb i t ra ry  change.
Some claim  th a t  Pope Gregory made the 

change; o thers  th a t  i t  was made by Constantine; 
0t i l l  o thers th a t  some unknown pope was 
g u i l ty  of th is  deceptive change. But th is  un- 
c e r ta in ty  o f ju s t  who d id  i t ,  proves the 
f a l la c y  of the claim . The Roman Church in -  
deed makes such a  claim , hut we cannot take 
th is  a s  a u th o rity  fo r  such an im portant mat- 
t e r .  I t  might he, and doubtless i s ,  as f a ls e  
a s  i s  th e i r  claim  th a t  P e te r  was the f i r s t  
pope.

A ll th a t  has been sa id , foregoing , concern- 
ing  seventh-day sabbath keeping i s  as true  
concerning the f i r s t - d a y  sabbath, as i t  is  
concerning the seventh-day sabbath . We have 
not been try in g  to  prove th a t  r e s t in g  on the 
f i r s t  day of th e  week has been enjoined upon 
C hristian s any more than the seventh  day has 
been. As we have already  noted, Paul consid- 
ered those who esteemed every day a lik e  ju s t  
as f a i th fu l  to  the lo rd  as those who did n o t.

There i s ,  however, much to  be s a id  in  favor 
of the appropriateness of C hristian  worship 
and serv ice  on th e  f i r s t  day of the week. Our 
lo rd  was ra ised  from the dead on the f i r s t  
day of the  week, appeared to His d isc ip le s  on 
th a t  day, and a lso  on the  succeeding f i r s t  
day. The church a t  Corinth assembled fo r  wor- 
ship on the f i r s t  day of the  week (1 Cor.16: 
2), likew ise  the d isc ip le s  a t  Troas. (Acts 
20 :7 .) The Day o f Pen tecost, which some have 
s ty le d  the b irthday  of the church, was on the 
f i r s t  day of th e  week.

Evidently  i t  was the fa c t  th a t the lo rd  was 
ra is e d  ffom the dead on th e  f i r s t  day of the 
week th a t  caused the e a rly  d isc ip le s  to want 
to  meet together on th is  day. Knowing th a t  
the law Covenant waB dead to those accepting 
C h ris t, they  would f e e l  no ob liga tion  toward 
the seventh day. The f i r s t  day would be a

31.
Exodus 35:1 ,2  reads: " .. . .T h e se  are  the

words which the lo rd  hath  commanded, th a t  ye 
s h a l l  do them. S ix  days s h a ll  work be done, 
but on the seventh day there  s h a ll  be to  you 
an holy day, a  sabbath o f r e s t  to  the  lo rd ;  
whosoever doeth work th e re in  s h a ll  be put to  
death ,"  Note from th i s  passage th a t the pen- 
a l ty  which God commanded should be imposed 
upon a l l  I s r a e l i t e s  who d id  n o t keep the  sab - 
bath  was death . This phase o f the  law was 
ju s t  as binding upon them as the sabbath com- 
mandment i t s e l f .

The p ena lty  of death was indeed executed by 
I s r a e l i te s  who were conscien tious in  l iv in g  
up to  a l l  the requirem ents of the law. H it 
haw about seventh-day sabbath  keepers o f the 
p resen t time? I f  they i n s i s t  th a t  the sabbath 
law i s  s t i l l  binding, are they  equally  in s i s -  
t in g  th a t  a l l  th e i r  numbers who a re  no t 
f a i th f u l ly  l iv in g  up to  th is  requirem ent 
should be put to  death , and a re  they exeou- 
t in g  th a t  p ena lty  as God enjoined the I s r a e l -  
i t e s  to do? ׳

I t  w i l l  probably be sa id  th a t  th is  p a r t  o f 
the law ap p lie s  to  fu tu re  l i f e — th a t  a l l  
those who do n o t now keep the  seventh-day 
sabbath w i l l  n o t have l i f e  beyond the grave; 
bu t th is  i s  no t what the te x t  says, and i t  
was no t so understood by Mioses and the 
I s r a e l i t e s .  To so in te r p re t  i t  i s  simply a 
w resting  of the S c r ip tu re s .

NO HISTORICAL EVIDENCE

30.

J .1 J .  ^  w w — w -  -  W U I l O U J L .y

f i r s t - d a y  sabbath keeping i s  the "mark of the 
b e a s t ,"  seventh-day sabbath keepers claim  
th a t  some pope o r c iv i l  r u le r ,  or p o ss ib ly  
church council, made an a rb i t r a ry  change from 
the seventh to  the f i r s t  day. They make th is  
the fu lfilm en t o f D aniel»s prophecy whioh 
says of th e  a n ti-C h r is t ,  th a t  he s h a l l  "thunk 
to  change times and law s."  (Dan.7 :2 5 .)  But 
th is  i s  w ish fu l th ink ing , fo r h is to ry  does



symbol to  them o f th e i r  hope of l i f e  in  
C h rist, the re su rre c ted  One, As be liev ers  in -  
creased , th e ir  common p ra c tic e  o f worship on 
th is  day was doubtless a  co n trib u tin g  cause 
of governments s e tt in g  th is  day ap a rt as one 
o f r e s t  fo r the people.

With f u l ly  consecrated C h ristian s , every 
day i s  a  holy  day. To them every day i s  to  be 
devoted to  the se rv ice  and g lory  of God. Even 
th e i r  secu la r d u tie s— the n e c e s s i tie s  of 
earning a liv e lih o o d — are  to be performed as 
unto the lo rd .  (1 Cor.10:31; 001 .3 :17 ,23 .) At 
the same tim e, they  weloome the  opportunity  
of a  day of cessa tion  from these  t o i l s  in  
order th a t  th e ir  thoughts and s tre n g th  m y  be 
given over more d ire c tly  to  God and to  His 
s e rv ic e .

Because the f i r s t  day of the  week i s  in  
most p laces looked upon as a  day of r e s t  and 
w orship, C h ristian s should be ^Lad to  observe 
i t .  I f  l iv in g  in  a  community made up m ostly 
o f those who r e s t  on the seventh day, the 
s p i r i t  of C hrist would lead  a  tru e  fo llow er 
of His to  r e f r a in  from secu la r work on th a t  
day, and devote h im self to  the worship of 
God— n o t because he i s  commanded to  do so, 
but because he d e lig h ts  to  spend as much time 
a s  p o ss ib le , no m atter which day of th e  week 
i t  may be, in  m edita ting  upon holy th ings 
and in  p ra is in g  M s God.

But, and l e t  i t  be repeated  again, n o t once 
does e i th e r  Jesus o r the  ap o stle s  even so 
much as h in t  th a t  C hristians who do n o t r e s t  
on the  seventh day of the  week w i l l  n o t r e -  
ceive e te rn a l l i f e ,  or are  no t p leasin g  to 
God. This theory , th e re fo re , must be oonsid- 
ered as merely the vain philosophy of human 
wisdom. (R eprin ted from 1'The Everla s tin g  Gospel")

F urther l i t e r a tu r e  ob tainab le  from:•־ Berean 
Bible I n s t i tu te ,  19 Ermington P I ., Kew, E.4, 

Melbourne, A u s tra lia .
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